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The discourses here selected are such 
as appeared to me most suitable to the 
condition and circumstances of persons in 
confinement. We have very few that are 
immediately addressed to prisoners. Dr, 
, Glasse's sermon is so well calculated for 
^he instruction of offenders in solitary con- 
finement, that I feel myself much indebted 
to him for the liberty which he has given 
me to introduce it into this collection^ Mr. 
•Bbewster had the goodness to compose 
and publish a small volume of sermons for 
theuse of prisons *. They are plain, affec- 

* See " Sermons for Prisons, to which are added 
Prayers for the Use of Prisoners in solitary Confine- 
ment," and also, a small tract "On the Prevention 
of Crimes, and on the Advantages of solitary Im- 
- prisonment," - by John Brewster, A. M. Vicar of Great- 
ham, and Lecturer of Stockton upon Tees. 

A 3 tionate^ 
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tionate, pathetic. He has my sincere thinks 
for the kind permission which be has given 
'me to make use of them. I trqst that he 
has not wholly relinquished the design which 
he had once formed of giving to the world 
another volume. The other sermons which 
I have selected, though not immediately 
addressed to criminals^ treat upon subjects 
an which they are nearly interested. I have 
added The Convict's Address to his unhappy 
Brethren *. Here is evidently the hand of 
a master, urging the most powerful and 
appropriate topics, upon the most serioiis 
and solemn occasion. The unhappy man 
who delivered it, when he gave it for pub- 
lication, prayed God that, in the hands of 
the minister, it might frequently and effec-^ 
tually administer to the comfort and in- 
struction of the miserable. 

In my researches after exhortations and 
instructions proper for offenders, I consulted 

* See BosweH's Life of Johnson, vol, i. p. 622. 
-octavo editioD. 
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Ros&eWs Prisoner's Direcior^ published in 
the year 1742, a multifarious work, but use- 
ful, as presenting much matter for selection. 
His Directions to. Criminals of different 
descriptions are taken, as is also his Preface, 
but without acknowledgment, from a book 
entitled. Captivity improved to spiritual 
Purposes, published in l675, by E. Cressey, 
ordinary of Newgate*. They were re- 
vised by an unfortunate divine during his 
imprisonment, and republished after his 
death ; but I do not think them striking or 
i,mpressive. The sixth chapter containing 
directions against the influence -of evil ex- 
amples, is taken from A charitable Visit to 
the Prisons, a book which has much useful 
matter, published in the year 1725. I men- 
tion these books for the information of such 
as may be desirous to consult authors who 
have written upon this subject. NowritingS 
that I have seen are better calculated for the 

km 

* This Book is in Sion College Library. 
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edification pf criminalfli than those of the 
pious and learned Kextle well. He is ? 
justly praised by N^LaoN for accuracy ia 
the manageiTient of his argument, and for 
his talent in devotional composition *. All 
his writings upon this subject are in the 
folio edition of his works ; and also in a 
small separate book, published in the year 
l697- I do not know that it was ever re- 
printed I it certainly is not to be had in 
common. His Office and Prayers for Pri- 
soners are in Rossell ; but not his Direc- 
tions to Prisoners in variousSituations : these 
are so judicious, so forcible, familiar, and 
affectionate, and so well-formed for prac- 
tical use, that, in the hands of an attentive 
minister, and in a prison well governed, I 
think they would be powerful and effi- 
cacious. 
Prayers for Malefactors are to be found 

♦The Society for promoting Christian Knowledge 
have published a very useful devotional book of Kettle, 
well's, entitled " A Companion for the Penitent." 

in 
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in the works of bishop Andrews, bishop 
[ Taylor, bishop Cozens, bishop Patrick, and 
bishop Wilson; in Dodweirs Sick Mans 
Companion^ and in Jenks's Devotions. 
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ST. HATTH£W XXV; 36. 

/ XMS in PrisoHy and ye came unto me. 

The office, which I have at this time, taken 
upon me, I hope, prisoners, you wiU consider 
as the effect of sincere coinpassion towards you, 
in your present unhappy situation. I am now 
come inlbe name of your truest and best friends, 
to declare to you how sincerely we feel for your 
sttfienags ; how df sirous we are to contribute 

^ Plmched by the Rev. SamuxXi Gtr as8B» D. D. on 
8Md^» Segi^efiiicr 28, 1794» at tlmOp^ 
of the New House <tf Correction f<Nr the Ccmnty oiMa^ 



2 A Companion for the Prisoner. 

towards rendering them supportable ; and 
'/ how' earnestly we wish you, during your sepa- 
ration from the world, to " consider the things 
*' which belong to your peace," 

It is not my business, on this occasion, to 
draw ihejiipje of dietinction between the differ- 
ent crimes and circumstances wbicli have brought 
yo;i hither. You are certainly here under very 
different descriptions ; some having been con- 
victed of very heinous offences ; others in a 
state of punishment for slighter transgressions; 
whilst a third class consists of persons only sus- 
pected for the present, and waiting the event 
of a trial, whicb^'ilLeitber demonstrate their 
innocence, or confirm their guilt. Your own 
consciences do either ^xrcuse or excuse you, in 
proportion to the M'eight of guilt which lieth 
^pon them. In the eye of Heaven we have all 
acknowledged this day, and are ready at all 
times to confess, ^faat 'we 9LYe miserable offenders : 
it is not, therefore, from any presumptuQus 
conceit, thW IfliteWselves are without sin, when 
the triihistefs of tJoD stand forth to discharge 
that iTripbrtaht duty, which they have received 
jtuthority^ixdcoTnmahdmetitto perform, name- 
ly, to udmb'hish, to Teprove, and to exhort, as 
occiafiion *shall te given them ; when they " cry 
^*'i;torua, ^tid lift-tip thetr voice like atnmipet," 
U> *^ shew" 'the tiBtgodly " their transgressions, " 
^'and )0)e enemies to religion and virtoe, as ^Knelt 
as *)'ihfe -t^cfaiee tff society, their ^nfui atid 
dangerous state. 

With 
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With very few exceptions, then, I have a 
right to assume, that you here present yourselves 
before us^ as those wlio have transgressed both 
the laws of Gob and of your country : and 
my business is to shew you the mischief ?Lnd the 
misery, and consequently the extreme folly^ of 
wilful disobedience. Your own sad experience 
of the effects of irreligion upon your minds, ,has 
long since cpnvinced you of the truth of what 
an inspired writer ^hasdeclar^, that '^ the fear 
•* of the Lord, that is wisdom, and" that " to 
^* abstain*' or " depart from evil, is understand* 
" ing." You need not be told, on dw'me au* 
thority, that ^' the wicked are like the troubled 
'^ sea, when it cannot rest;" and you need only 
have recourse to your own hearts to know, that 

" THERE IS NO PEACE TO THE WICKED.'* YoO 

will be thankful, therefore, to those who shall 
endeavour to re^ore to your minds that peaci: 
to which you have been straingers, siiice you 
have engaged in the service of sin. Hie cup 
of intemperance may for a tnne have drowned 
reflection ; a inomcfltary gratificatk>n of the 
^sienses may have hstnished caire; the encou- 
mgeoaent of evil companions m«j have given 
you a littlie confidence 7 and perhaps some 
fiNKcess in the article of plunder, nmy have 
enabled, you for a while to rise above the -suffer- 
ings of extreme necessity; and you tmay.have 
been tempted to -fancy, tfa^ the life of a Hher- 
tiiie is not wi^eut its pleasures and advwi- 
tages, whJkt it lasts, though it ^niay b^ soft- 

b2 ^^^a^ 
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ened by disease, or by the aentence of the 
law. 

Now the situation to which (let me call it) 
the kumaniiy of our courts of justice has sen- 
tenced you, is peculiarly calculated to convince 
you, bow wretchedly you have been mistaken 
both in your sentiments and conduct. You are 
brought to this place, as the sick and wounded 
are sent to other places to be cured— of ypur 
folly, by serious reflection, if your minds are 
not hardened beyond the power of conviction : 
and the means here made use of, are such as, 
if it be not your own fault, will tend to make 
you wiser^ and better^ and happier^ than you 
have ever yet been. 

We are not ignorant, however, of the preju- 
dice which is gone forth amoi^ the .wretched in* 
diyiduals of your class, respecting the nature 
and discipline of this place : they have annexed 
to it an idea of more than ordinary severity, 
which does not actually belong to it. On the 
contrary, we affirm, that the grand principle on 
which every thing here is about to be con- 
ducted, is a principle of justice, tempered tvitb 
mercy. From no other motive than this, can 
any system be supposed to have originated, 
which can claim for its patrons, and its warm 
supporters those great examples of goioduess 
and humanity, an Howard and an IJanwat. 
It was their wish, that prisoners, conducting 
themselves, with propriety, should have all the 
favour shewn to them, which the natur? of their 

sentence 
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sentence and the circumstances of their situa* 
tion would admit; that their food, and their 
degree of confinement, should be regulated by 
a due regard to'their health and strength ; indul- 
gence, they knew could not be reasonably ex-* 
pected in a place set apart for punishment and 
correction : the smallest share of it can only be 
hoped for by constant diligence, and Oan only 
be obtained by good and submissive behaviour. 

With respect to labour^ it was their great 
object, that such only should be imposed upon 
prisoners, except in extraordinary cases, as tnight 
bring their minds into that habit of industry, 
which might be useful to them, as long as they 
live : and so to solitary confiuementy this, they 
meant, should chiefly depemion the use which 
they were disposed to make of the liberty which 
might be occasionally allowed them. If the 
conversation of a prisoner is found or suspected 
to be of a wicked and iiiischievous tendency, an 
entire separation becomes absolutely necessary : 
if his behaviour shews a corrupt and depraved 
disposition, nothing can be more prudent, than 
that he should be excluded from society, as an 
infectious member of this community. 

After all, we know that the discipline of this 
house will be looked upon with disgust by those 
'who HATE TO !be reformed; since reformation 
i&its principal object : it will be detested by 
those who are so sunk inhabits of idleness, as 
to bate the very name of useful employment^ 
snd yet more, the idea of that daily labour ^ 

B 3 v^Vv^ 
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which is certainly intended to be here required* 
It will be abhorred by those, who are such ene- 
mies to seriousness and sobriety, as not to endure 
that separation which is most friendly to re- 
flection, and those^ restraints from excesses of 
every kind, which tend to establish an habit of 
temperance and self-government. Far more 
agreeable to such would be that society, which 
has hitherto increased the evils of imprisonment 
an hundred fold; that evil communication, 
which has heretofore been suflfered to spread 
its contagion through every part of our prisons ; 
confirming the old offender in his evil ways, 
and preparing the novice in iniquity for new 
and more distinguished acts of villainy, from the 
moment of his departure from the prison-door. 
This mischief of indiscriminate intercourse, 
it is our /?r^if concern to obviate. We receive 
you under our inspection with all your sins and 
evil habits about you ; and our object is, by 
every prudent method, to bring you to a state 
of seriousness and reflection ; to convince you 
that you have been living under the displeasure 
of heaven without knowings and too probably, 
without caring, how you might be restored to 
the divine favour. When once you are per- 
suaded, that obedience to the laws of God and 
man is the truest wisdom ; that honesty is the 
soundest and surest policy ; and that your past 
conduct has been in direct defiance of these 
principles ; every thing that we wish will follow 
in its course. We shall then find you enquiring 

with 
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with equal earnestness ^nd: l^^^iUtyj ^\ Sirs! 
" what must we do to be, sav^ ?"-^A,n(J our 
answer to your question will be the, very samq 
wbicli was given by an apostle^ , like you,, lym- 
Sielf a. prisoner, but not, like yqw, jn bojq^ (qk 
I)is offences: ^^ Believe ip the .Lqicpi . J^sus 
CajaisT, and ye shall be saved ;"-r-3Wi^d from 
your present wretched ness of mind-r-il^yed from 
the torment of a guilty conscieocje — ii9(V§d from 
the dread of God's avenging hand-r-«aved from ^ 
the apprehension of eternal ruin. 

"Believe in the Loap J^aui^. Christ:" 
Believe, that He who wasip the fQirqi of Gop^ 
became Kpau for your $alva,tioQ :; tbi4t,he '^ c^me, 
not to call the righteious^" or thosf^iv^hQ ys^iqly 
imagrne themselves to be rigbl^^Si '- U> re^ 
pentance ;" but to bryag bapk suqb pQOi*, lost^ 
wandering sheep, as yourselves^ iptp, his flock. ' 
^' The Son of Man," Hq says of Himself, " is 
come to seek and to save such a^ s^re Iqst ;" and 
}ost for ever you would have been, beqause you 
would in all probability, havq Ijved ^t\d died in 
your sins, if this check had not been given you 
i^your wild career; if your sins h^d not found 
you out ; and the strong hand of justice h^d not, 
by thus separating ypu from your e^U society, 
given you tiipe and oppprtunity for reflection, 
wd brought you hom^ to yQun}^'{\e^i . W^ now 
yentqre to hope, that, after a certain degree of 
si]^ffenng and restraint, you will be induced to 
^Aoipt the Prodigal's resolution ip th^ Gpspel, 
*iid sfty, *' J, wiU ^rise, and go to myJFatber, and 

B 4 ^^ 
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ivill say uoto him, Father, I have sinned agaidst 
Heaven, and before thee, and am not worthy 
to be called thy Son/* 

When you feel the force of this example, and 
lire disposed to follow it, you may bless the 
hour wherein you were brought within these 
walls; and above all, you may adore the good 
providence of God, which did not cut you off 
in the midst of your sins ; but vouchsafed you 
a longer space for repentance, and here affords 
you the best opportunities of performing it 

Bui perhaps it may be said, and, I fear, it 
might be said by the greatest part of you^ " We 
'* are exhorted to repent, and to believe in 
** Jesus Christ : alas ! we know but little of 
^' the true nature of repentance: and as little 
do we know of Jesus Christ, or of the reli- 
gion which he taught : the name of God we 
have .seldom had in our mouths, except to 
*' profane it, in our idle and sinful conver- 
*\ sation : how then shall we be able to do what 
" is required of us ?'* — Your case, I confess, 
is deplorable, but it is not absolutely desperate : 
for when, through God's blessing on the endea-^ 
vours of your teachers, you are convinced that 
no one can be happy that is in a state of enmity 
against God, neither loving nor being loved by 
Him ; neither knowing Him, nor disposed to 
serve and to obey Him ; when you find that 
you have made Him your enemy by your sins, 
who is able to destroy you for ever, you will 
be glad to hear, what we are authorised by the 

word 
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-%ord of God to declare, that " if any man 
lieive sinnqd," and confess i^nd forsake his sins, 
** we have an Advocate/' one to plead in our 
behalf, ^* with oar heavenly Father, Jesus Christ, 
the righteous ;" who came down from heaven ; 
lived a comfortless life ; suffered a miserable and 
shameful death, though without the least spot 
or blemish of sin ; that for the sake of what He 
suffered fo> mankind, every repenting and re- 
turning sinner might be pardoned and accepted 
with God. To ^qualify them for this mercy, 
He invited sinners, in these affectionate terms, 
to turn unto Him and be saved : ^' Come unto 
me, all ye that are weary and heavy-laden,'^ 
with the burthen of your sins, " and 1 will give 
you rest." His first exhortation, when he ap- 
peared with glad tidings of salvation to the 
world, was : ** Repent ye, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand;" making use of the very 
same expressions with which his fore-runner, St, 
John the Baptist had opened his commission, as 
apreacher of righteousness, and an example of 

' repentance. By this word repent, the disciples 
were to understand, "Return ye from your 
"-sinful ways; put away the iniquity of your 
** doings: cease to do evil; learato do well/* 
This is the true nature of repentance : it is a 

-rear change of the heart from the love 'of sin, , 
to the love of God ; a change, which only the 
Searcher of hearts can perfectly discover, and 
which his Holy Spirit only can effect; a change, 
wfaicb they only can be so happy as to ex|;)ect^ 

B 5 " ^\i^> 
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who, in the sincerity of humble prayer, beseech 
God to '^ create in them a dean heart, and to 
renew a right spirit within them.'' 

Hither then i^re you brought to be persuaded 
to "return unto God, that He may return 
unto you :" Then on the Highest authority in 
the world' we venture to declare to you, that 
" though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool." 

In the mean time, and as the first step towards 
this happy amendment, let me recommend to 
you, an humble, peaceful, quiet behaviour, such 
as is suited to the nature of your situation, and 
such as will entitle you to kindness from those 
that are set over you : resistance of that autho- 
rity under which you are here placed, will be as 
unwise, as was the conduct which brought you 
to your wretched state. Above all, let me 
intreat you frequently to lift up your hearts to 
the God, against whom you have been living 
in habits of disobedience and rebellion ;- and 
• implore those graces of patience and meekness, 
which your situation particularly demands ; and 
at all times, when you attend in this place of 
divine worship, let me more especially exhort 
you to shew a decent, humble, and devout 
behaviour : every other sort of conduct, on such 
solemn occasions, argues only the extreme of 
folly, as well as impiety and hardness of heart. 

The most ignorant among you, in a moment 
of serious reflection, can say, " GOD be mer- 
ciful 
5 
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ciFVLTaM£ A SINNER r and wa know, that 
he who said even this, in the sincerltj of a 
penitent heart, and with a detteropination to 
forsake his sins, was heard, accepted,' and 
justified in the sight of God* 

Resolve to begin here, whilst you are out of 
the reach of temptation, that course of life 
which it will ever afterwards be your duty and 
your interest to pursue ; and w^hich you will 
soon find to be so full of comfort and satisfac- 
tion, that you will not be easily prevailed with 
to depart from it, when you are restored to 
society. You will then take a final leave of 
this place, renewed in the spirit of your minds ; 
established in diligent and virtuous habits ; 
strongly impressed with a sense of your duty to 
God ; and determined, by the aid of his grace, 
to live soberly, righteously, and godly, for the 
time to come. 

Form in your minds the most solemn reso- 
lutions to '^ love God, and keep his command- 
ments:" and that jou may be enabled to fulfil 
these good resolutioiQs, pray for his assistance 
every day in private, and on every Sabbath-day 
in the public congregation; lionour His Holy 
Name ; never profaning it, as you have hereto- 
fore done, by blasphemous oaths and curses in 
your common discourse ; never standing forth, 
by corrupt perjury, from motives of false friend- 
- ship, to skreen the wicked j nor, by malicious 
perjury, from motives of resentment, to injure 
or destroy the innocent Resolve henceforth to 
be respectful to your par^nts^ \o^bV V> ^is^ 

' B 6 . ^w^i€\SS^^ 
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Sovereign, and obedieQt to the laws ; to keep 
your hands from acts of violence and plunder ; 
your tongues from malicious slander and revi* 
ling; and your hearts from all uncleanness and 
sinful lusts : in a word, let it be seen, that you. 
are renewed in the spirit of your minds ; and 
that you are desirous to alone for your paW 
misconduct, by dedicating the remainder of 
your days to the practice of virtue^ to diligence, 
and sobriety : that, when you are summoned, 
as e^ery one of us shall be, before the judgment- 
seat of Christ, that gracious declaration, long 
since delivered to the world, as the most pow- 
erful incitement to repentance, may be confirm^ 
ed by the sentence which you then shall re^ 
ceive : that ** when the wicked wan turneth 
away frbm his wickedness, and doeth that which 
is lawful and right, be shall surely live ; he 
shall not die eternally : all his transgressions 
that he hath committed, they shall not be men- 
tioned unto him : in his righteousness that he 
haih done he shall live.** In that awful day, 
if you should then be -fit objects of Divine 
Mercy, yon will find, to your unspeakable 
loy, that the ' all-righteolis Governor oi the 
Avorld hath " no pleasure in the death of him 
that dieth in his sins :" His expostulation is^ 
** Make you a new heart, and a new spirit; 
FOR WHY WILL Tfi DIE?" and He hath de- 
clared, in terms the most encouraging^ that can 
well be conceived, *;* That there is joy in 
heaven, in the presence of the Angels of Goi^ 
over every sinner that repenteth,'^ 
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May a lively faith add Bincere repentmce 
arnr you with confidence in the hour of death ; 
and may you experience, through the infinite 
merits of your Redeemer, the full accomplish- 
ment of that most gracious promise^ ^' that they 
who sow in tears" of penitential sorrow, ''shall 
reap in joy"* the harvest of a blessed eternity ! 
Now to God the Father, the' Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, three Persons, and one God, 
be all honour and glory, thanksgiving and 
praise, world without end. Amen.' 

SERMON n. 

USE OF SOLITUDE IIH PRISOKS. 



PSALM ClI. !9, 20. 

For he hath looked down from the, height of his 
sanctuary : from heaven did the Lord behold 
the earthf to hear the groaning of the prisoner. 

When we consider the infinite distance be- 
tween the Creator of the universe and man, th6 
work of bis hands ; when we reflect upon Him, 
who is perfect in goodness, and then turn our 
eyes apon ourselves, who are the children of sin 
as well Bs of misery, shall we not hide our faces 
io the dus^ and desire the ^^ mountains to fall 

6 
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on us,.and the bills to qoverus?" Luke xxiii. SO. 
The bum£in condition^ qornqs undoubtedly far 
short of perfection, and the words, men ^nd 
dinners, are joined together, which should for 
ever hgive beqn kept asunden This is suffici- 
ently evident to the most inattentive observer of 
life; nay> this is a truth which the breast of 
;every man vill tell him, ^' when he sitteth in 
iiis house, when hei walketh by the way, and 
.when he lieth down, and when he riseth up/' 

But with how much grea^ter force does this 
observation apply itself to you, my brethren, 
who have so manifestly offended against society, 
as not to be thought worthy to continue in it? 
I need not particularly imention the several 
crimes that have b»ought you hither. I trust^n 
God, that you areno\?7 sensible of your offences, 
and that is the first step to amendment of life. 

It shall be my business, at this time, to con- 
sider the advantages that may arise to you from 
your present seclusion from the world. 

And here, I will refer you to the days yau 
have spent in the pursuits of vanity, and in the 
haunts of dissipation. I would, for one mo- 
ment, desire you to review the scenes, in which 
you have been engaged, the companions of your 
cHmes, and the friends of your pleasures. I 
would have you reflect upon the tumults of your 
minds, and the reproachesofyQur conscience. 
I would request you to trace back the fears of 
every moment; with how much apprehension 
^you endeavoured to enjoy the plunder you hftfd 
i . so 
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80 mueb difficulty in obtaining ; the suspicions 
and jealoei3iea witb which you beheld the part- 

' ners of your guilt, the trembling and fainting 

;of your hearts, and the constant dread you 
were in of being arrested by tbe band of jus- 
tice. And are these the pleasures of sin ; for 

> which you forfeited your liberty ? Was it for 
these you consented to forego all the real sa- 
tisfaction of honesty, of truth, of religion? For 
these did you renounce the tender sensations 
of domestic happiness, the wife that would have 
soothed your sorrows, the children that would 
have comforted your old age ; for these did 
you iet go your integrity^ despise the love of 
God and all his favours, and bury yourselves 
in the deep solitude of a prison ? 

This, then, is the season and place for re- 
flection ; thisy to all that now hear me, may be 
the accepted time; '* this may be the day of 
salvation." 2 Cor. vi. 2. Certain it is, that no 
dungeon is so deep, no solitude so remote, but 
that a ray of divine mercy may penetrate to its 
centre. God is good to all — to those more 
especially who call upon him for mercy out of 
the depths of the dungeon. '* O let the sor- 
rowful sighing of the prisoners come before 
thee !" Ps. Ixxix. 1 1 . The prayer is heard— 
the Lord accepts their petition : for " he hath 

. looked down from the height of his sanctuary, 
out of the heaven did the Lord behold the 
earth, to hear the groaning of the prisoner." 

Joiu 
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Join with tne in reciting a Psalm of the sHireet 
singer of Israel, who could' not only feel, but 
express his wants in language the most plaintivie 
and patheticl " OUit of the depths have I cried 
unto th§e, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice; let 
thine ears be attentive to the voice of my sup- 
plications. If thou, Lord, shouldest n)ark ini- 
quities, O Lord, who shall stand ? But there is 
forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be fear- 
ed. I will wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait 
for him, and in his word do I hope. My soul 
waiteth for the Lord, more than they that watch 
for the morning, I say more than they that watch 
for the morning. Let us hope in the Lord, for 
with the Lord there is mercy, and with him is 
plenteous redemption. And he shall redeem 
us from all our iniquities." Ps. cxxx. 

Happy is the man that with piety of heart, 
and sincerity of spirit, joins in such petitions. 
He will feel an exultation of soul, which before 
he never knew, a composure of mind he never 
could have expected. He finds, that even in 
a prison, dark and dismal as it is, mercy may 
'be found, that mercy which, under other cir- 
cumstances, he would not perhaps so much as 
seek after. This happy change of thought, 
founded on the true spirit of devotion, inspires 
bis soul with confidence, and with new hopes 
and new affections he looks up to Him that^ 
heareth the " groaning of the prisoners.'* 

It has been recommended, both by the prac- 
tice and precept of holy men^ in all ages^"^ some* 

times 
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times t6 retire from scenes of public concourse, 
for the purpose of communing with our own 
hearts^ and meditating on heaven. By too much 
commerce with'tbe world even good men feel 
their steadiness affected. And indeed nothing 
can be more dangerous, more adverse to serious 
thought, than a succession of light amusements, 
a repetition of trifling pleasures. These gra- 
dually occupy the mind ; they seize all the ave- 
nues of reflection, and^ like a band of armed 
rebels^ exclude that Master, who woutd rule 
them with moderation, and promote their pros- 
perity. The most holy person the world evef 
saw, recommends this practice by his e^ample^ 
*' Heseut the multitude away, and went up into 
a mountain apart to .pray." Matt. xiv. £3. 

What can sooner bring us acquainted with 
our own hearts than the exclusion of the world? 
We retire into a solitary place— we sit down to 
meditate—** I beheld, and lo! there was no man, 
and all the birds of the heavens were fled." Jer. 
iv. 25. Here seated in sblitude, under the ca- 
nopy of heaven, in oor closet, or in ourprisotiy 
we turn our eyes inward on our own hearts. We 
endeavour to fix our scattered thoughts, to for- 
get the gay and empty scenes that occupied our 
attention. We begin to weigh, in their proper 
balance, the actions of our lives; we discover, 
that we have flattered ourselves by a blameable 
self-indulgence, that our very virtues, as we es- 
teemed them, have been only vices in disguise, 
** and that the imaginations of our hearts have 
been only, evil continually." Gtn. \\. 6* 
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I appeal to you, who experience this dismfd 
^itude, whether reflections of this nature do 
notarise in your minds. The retirement wfe^ch 
others seek by clK)ice, you are forced into from 
necessity. The good eiffects, liowever, n>a,y be 
as conspicuous in you, as in other members of 
society. Purified by these means from all those 
evil habits, and wicked actions, which rendered 
you dangerous to your fellow citizens, you may 
return into the world, and sustain your part in 
it with credit and reputation. Qn this side the 
grave, repentance must be founds if you ever 
bope for the blessing of eternal happiness. To 
seek that repentance should be now your (aare» 
An opportunity, now offers itself of making 
your peace with God— if you suffer it to pasa 
by you unimpiFoved, you may sink into the 
grave with all the horrors of guilt, and awake 
to all the agonies of despair. 

As you are now removed from the compa- 
nions of your guilty hours, as you cannot bul 
be convinced that the ways you pursued led to 
the chambers of deaths let me intreat you, bj 
the n)ercies of God, and the plenteous redemp- 
tion. of your Saviour Christ, to turn from all 
your wickedness, and your sins shall not be yotir 
destruction, /' Cast away from you all your i^o^ 
godliness that ye have done^ make you new 
hearts and a new spirit : wherefore will ye ^e, 
O ye hou^e of Israel^ seeing! have no pleasure 
ifi the death of him that dieth^ saitb the Lord ? 
Turn ye then, and ye shall live." £2; xviii, 30, 

— 31, 
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SI, 33. Outward objects, which have so long 
arrested all your thoughts, and like deceitful 
lights upon a dangerous coast, have brought 
you to this place of mQ^lancholy and sorrow, are 
now removed from your eyest The noise and 
tumults of the world are at a distance. Scenes 
of riot and dissipation vanish from your sight. 
Temptations to sin, solicitations to repeat those 
acts of iniquity which have brought the arm of 
justice upon you, no longer disturb your repose. 
Yoii nyay now enter into the secret.recesses of 
your breast, examine every motive, and scruti- 
ndze every transaction without difficulty, and 
without interruption. Shrink not from the pros- 
pect, though it should abound with horrors. 
" Heaviness may endure for a nighty but joy 
cometh in the morning." P^a/mxxx. 5. 

The duties of your present situation may b^ 
reduced to three ; contrition on account of your 
past offences ; good resolutions of amendment 
of life ; and prayer. 

The first of these denotes a thorough sense 
and sorrow for having oiSfended God. At this 
point repentance begins : for nev^er can a change 
of conduct, an alteration of heart take place, 
till we are sensible of having offended a good 
aiid gracious Being, who purposes our happi^ 
1H)SS, and is not '^ willing that any should perish, 
biM! that all should repent and be saved." At 
the same time too that we look back upon ouv 
crimes, and acknowledge our guilt in the cam^^ 
mission of them, we 3hauld reflect upon the 
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punishment which the unerring arm of justice 
will certainly bring upon us, unless we avert the 
blow by a sincere repentance. ' To secure this 
repentance, as far as human means are able to 
effect it, should be the use of your present d6li- 
tary life. You should call Reflection to your 
aid, who, in this hour of your distress, wHltiot 
hide herself from your view. This reflection 
must be seconded by a diligent perusal of the 
word of God, or to those who are unable thus 
to assist themselves, a particular attention to 
such good instructions as may be given them by 
others. If this method were pursued, the in- 
habitants of prisons, instead of associating ta« 
gether in leagues of vice, might improve each 
other in virtue; and these walls, and heavy 
fetters, whi^h confine the body, might, in many 
a happy instance, disengage and set free the soul. 
Convinced of the malignity of sin, we be- 
come sensible that we have forfeited all right 
and title to happiness. The goodness of God, 
however, leaves qs not to a state of despair^ if 
we apply ourselves, as we are directed, to the 
throne of grace. We are informed by a bless- 
ed revelation, how to regain the state of salva- 
tion which our sins had lost. The Son of God 
ussumes our nature, and by his blood procures 
our pardon ; a pardon, not unconditional, bdt 
according to our penitence and sorrow. Pre- 
sume not, that because our Saviour died for sin- 
ners, you may ^* continue in sin that grace may 
abound/' God forbid that you should rest your 

salva-^ 
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salvation on this delusive idea. To be accepted 
through bis merit, we must *^ bring fortli fruits 
meet for repentance." An active life, a life 
directed by the principles of virtue and Chris- 
tianity, must be our recommendation to the 
Father of mercies. Then will Christ become 
our advocate, and open the gates of heaven for 
our reception. 

Having been made sensible of your sins by 
the power of divine grace, the next step I 
would recommend, in your present situation, M 
to form good resolutions of amendment of life. 
If you reflect, as you cannot but now do, on 
the check which Providence hath been pleased 
to give to your wicked lives, and the unex« 
pected turn which occasions your confinement 
here, those minds, in which any ingenuous feel^ 
ings remain, will adopt an hearty wish, that 
they bad never left the paths of honour and 
virtue. But as your past moments cannot be 
recalled, you must now atone for them in the 
best manner you are able, and resolve never to 
repeat those actions which have occasioned you" 
w much sorrow and remorse* Abstracted from 
the worlds you have now leisure for this em* 
ployment But let it not })e done by that slight 
exertion of thought, whose impression is like a 
jQoming dream. If you would really wish your 
retirement to have a lasting ipfiuence upon your 
IWe^i you must think deeply: you must revolve 
t}^ several temptations which have ensQareil 
yoiV and those admonitions of your friends, and 
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checks of your conscience which, if attended 
to, \¥ould have prevented the execution of youi 
designs. Having on<!6 been ship-wrecked upM 
this coast, use your- experience to avoid it fop 
the ftit^re. Much have you suffered, and dearly 
have you purchased this trial of your strength. 
There is, however, a si^ppoit that will not fail 
you in all your difficulties, if you apply to hea- 
ven for it. The advatitage of this support 
the apostle thoroughly experienced, when he 
said, '* I can do all things through Christ that 
strengtheneth Hie." Phil. iv. 13. 

1 shall conclude this discourse by ^wrom^' 
mending to you tt}e means of procuring this 
support, and tbatis, fervent a-nd diligent prayer. 
See we not in common life, with how muchear*- 
nestness the hungry beg f6r food, and the naked 
for cloathing ! Do we not behold the distressed, 
of every denomination, supplicating the retief 
of their wants, with an importunity not to be 
resisted ? And shall we be less earnest, less im- 
portunate, in addressing the Father of mer'ciesi 
" from whom every gciad and 'perfect gift de*: 
scends,"* James i. 7. to relieve tis from the ty- 
ranny of lan, the cl)ainB.a«d captivity of the 
devil ? " Ask, and ye shall have," says our Sa- 
viour himself, ^' seek, and ye shall find ; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you,*' Matt. -m. 7. 
Can we imagine a. 45ight more pleasing to a 
God of infinite goodness than to beho4d an as- 
sembly of reformed prisoners praising him 
from the depths of l^e dungeon ? To see. 

those 
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those, -who were the terrors of tbeir neighbour- 
hoods, joined together in bands of holy friepd- 
ship— to behold cruel fathers weeping over 
their affectionate children, or proffigate chfl- 
dren healing the wounds, and soothing the 
sorrows of tbfeir tmhappy parents? 

In hinting at these causes of dotnestrc afflic- 
tion, I hope none of you are so ^st to all the 
^elings of nature, as to remain inscfnsible to. 
their impression. I might, indeed, probe deep- 
er the wounds in your hearts — but rather, miich 
rather, would I heal and alleviate your sorrows. 
"Bat the affection I wouM nOw inspire, is not 
that which springs from sensibility alone— it is 
actual reformation of life ; ttnd the means I 
would propose for the relief of y<nir bosoms, as 
ii^ell as a supply of your wants. Is, prayer to 
God. ** Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, be- 
lieving, ye shall receive," . Matt; xxi. 22. 
Happy vrbuld be your state if yoti could ex- 
j^erience the comforts of true devotion ; if you 
could open your whole heart to God, lay iall 
your vi'ishes and your waiifts before him, and 
humbly expect such a rcftum as he -shall think 
fit to grant you. Enclosed within these walls, 
you have, or at least ought to have, no inters 
ruption in perfonhing the exercrses of religion. 
These should be the emrployments'bf evei^ Ict- 
sure moment You should prostrate yourselves 
bcifore the throne of mercy, " bewail with 
strong crying and teai-s,'' Heb. v. 7. all yotir 
former transgressions, and seek pardon from 
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HiiDi who refusetb not to bear the groaning of 
the prisoner. 

In addressing your prayers to God, you 
should not only be fervent and zealous, but 
express and particular. The situation you 
stand, in requires this attention. General sup* 
plications may be very proper for public devo- 
tions^ but when the world is shut out, when 
your own souls are the immediate objects of 
your cares, nothing less than the minutest 
scrutiny, the most sincere and express acknow- 
ledgment of your guilt, will be sufficient to 
render you accepted in the day of the Lord. 

Retire then, to the solitude which this place 
affords— but think not that because you are re* 
mpvQd from the open scenes of life, you may 
.spend the live-long day in sleeping or in idle* 
Desis, much less in vicious or profane discourse. 
Trust me, my unhappy friends, business presses 
upon you with greater earnestness. The time 
is precious to you. If you employ it in la- 
menting the profligacy of your former lives, in 
seriously resolving to live better for the future, 
and in diligently beseeching God, through the 
merits of your Saviour, to hear the sorrowful 
sighing of such as are in captivity^ your prison 
doors will be thrown open, the chains will fall 
off from your hands, and you will finally b9 
received ^* into the company of glorified spirits^ 
^bo will wipe away all tears for ever from your 
eyes," Rev. vii. 17. ands conduct you to those 
ragionsi where sorrow and sighing will be 
lieard no more. 

S£R- 
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SERMON III. 

THE NATITKE OF SIX, AXD THE PUNISH* 
MENT THAT CERTAINLY FOLLOWS IT. 



NUMB, xxxir. 23. 



^holdy t/e have sinned against the Lord : and 
be sure your sin wUlJind you out. 

These words may be fchclered two ways; 
either as I now read thcin : " Behold, ye have 
sinned against the Lord, and be sure your sin 
will find you out;" or thu$^ " Behold, ye have 
sjmietf, and ye shall b^ sensible of it when 
evil overtakes you f or, " Ye shall know your 
sin in the punishment thereof." From which 
words we may take a just occasion of consider- 
ing! the nature of sitt^ and the punishment that 
certainly follows it. 

** Behold, ye have sinned, &c."^ — I think it 
may very truly be said, that most people, when 
tbey commit any sin, do hope tlmt they shall 
never hear of it again. At least, there are few 
people engaged in sinfiil courses, who are per* 
suaded tl^t *'no sin shall^cape without its due 
reward/* ^ -^ 

Now; tbii is a truth whrch must of necessity 
be exptained iE^nd made out, before ever we can 
hope to persuade people to keep out of the way 

C » of 
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t)f temptations, or to resist temptations wheathey 
meet with tbem against their will. For if a man 
be once persuaded that he cannot possibly 
escape the judgments of God, but that either 
in this world, or (which is much worse) in the 
next, they will certainly overtake him. if he 
sin presumptuously; that if in his own person 
w hich is not often, he sliould escape the aveng- 
ing haiid of God> yet, that his children, jind 
Ws children's children,, unto the third and fourth 
generation, may feel the snvart of his folly and 
wickedness: if this could be so pressed upaon 
men's minds as to be. received and believed, it 
ivust certainly, in some measure, put a stop to 
^ great many crying sioa, which are but too com* 
i^on amongst us. 

Let iis therefore consider some of those mofit 
rf3mai*kable instances of God's displeasuiie. 
against s-io^ and tlie punishments that horvo 
always attended it * 

To begin with that of our first par^nt$^:-«r 
Atid th^t this in some measure affected the 
whole creation and; particularly their ofisptrin^ 
Ave have all reason to^ be sensible otf by thip* 
nnti^y evils we are subject to* Their fif9t«>b<Mrai 
son feliix with a witness ; and he wfKS^ mone in:*, 
ex.cusablev in. that he had warning giyen bim by.. 
Crod himself of what would follow, if he sbould 
go on to envy his brother a3> he did. ^'I£tbou 
dpatwell/' that is, if ihou repeadtest of, this. 
laidU, ^ tibeit thou not be accepted,, and for* 
given? But if thou dost not, sin Ueth at the 

door,'* 
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daor," ready to hurry thee to destruction. So 
tliat going in, or comhig out, thy guilt and 
punishment will always follovr thee. And Cain 
ffeit this truth to his sorrow : '* My punishment 
is greater than I can bear." Why ; what wasr 
this punishment he so sorrowfully complains 
of? ^* Bejiold, thou hast driven me out this day, 
and from thy face I shall be hid j and I shall be 
a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth, and it 
5h^ll come to pass that every one that findeth 
me shall slay me." 

The next remarkable punishment of. sin re- 
corded in Sbripture was that of the' Floods 
wherein the whole world (eight persons only 
excepted) were overtaken by their sins and the 
vengeance of an offended God.— The cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah' were the next dreadful in- 
stanfces of God's displeasure against impenitent 
sinners ; and the fire and brimstone, by which 
they were destroyed, are a standing though 
i^int, representation of that punishment which 
is appointed for impenitent sinners in the worid 
ta come. — Very remarkable, in the next place, 
were the plagues of Egypt, both for their num- 
Ijer and circumstances ; an example, for all fol- 
lowirrg gjgneratioiis, of the extreme folly of' 
tnetft hardening* their hearts unrder the judg^ 
ments of God, instead of being amended by 
them. 

And then, lest men should fancy themselves 
outof dtlngier, because of the relation 'ttey bear 
toGodj because,- for instance; they are iticov^* 

c SI \v^tX 
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nant with him, or because they have received 
very great favours at his hands ; or, lastly, be- 
caufte they are not so great sinners as others that 
yet escape; — to convince the world of this 
mistake, these very people of Israel, for whose 
sake God had wrought so nfiany wonders in 
Egypt, these very people became the most re- 
markable example of God's Justice and severity 
against such as go on to disobey him, notwith- 
standing the warnings he hath given them. 
Their sm found them out wherever they went, 
whether in the zvildernesSy or in the land of 
Canaan ; and their wickedness followed them 
at their heels, until they were driven out of 
that good land, and sent as strangers among, 
all nations, to teach them ^^ what an evil thing 
and bitter it is to forsake the Lord." 

But before this came to pass, and while they 
were yet under the more immediate government 
of God, and under the direction of bis prophets, 
we have several remarkable instances left usupon 
record of God's severe judgments upon private 
men and families, as well as upon whole na- 
tions, for the contempt of his laws. I shall 
only mention the calamities which befel the 
house of David for his two crying sins, adui-, 
tay and murder ; and the house of Solomon, 
for his sins, intemperance and idolatry. I men- 
tion these^ because they were both great j^rinc^or,. 
and accountable to none but God for their irre- 
gularities ; both highly favoured of God before, 
they fell ; and both as severely punished after- 
wards. 
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wards. The crimes of David were with great 
art and contrivance concealed from the know- 
ledge of the world; but all this would not do, 
his sin found him out^ and brought upon him' 
such a series of disasters, as were enough to 
have driven any other man to despair, and such 
as would have done so by him, if, upon his 
sincere repentance, he had notbeensupported by t 
the Spirit of God. — His sons: one murdered 
another ; rose in rebellion against himself, drove 
him from his own palace, debauched his wives. 
His subjects: many of them abandohfed him ; 

; the very vilest of his people affronted him ta 
his face; and that' very son whom he most 
doated on, he had the mortification to see slain 
in the midst of his iniquities and rebellion. Hia 
son Solomon (\then once he forsook the com- 
mandment of God) farec^no better ; he mufti- 
tiplied strange mves; these soon introduced 
idolatry ; and this abominable sin was the oc- 
casion of infinite misfortunes, which befel hia 
family and kingdom for many generations. 

Now ; all these things were written for our 
exapriple and admonition : that we may see 
what we are to expect; what have been, and 
what are like to be the fruits of sin : that if 
neither^pr/r«/e w<?w, t\oy princes ; if neither *iw- 

gle cities, nor whole nations^ have escaped ; if 
the third and fourth generations have felt the* 
smart of their ancestors* folly and wickedness, ^ 
it will be the maddest presumption in the worlds 
for any man to think that his sin only shall net 

fndhimout. 
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The truth is, we are generally so iar from, 
being ignorant of this^ that there is nothing, 
more useful than for people, and tliose of the 
meanest capacities, to make this obsercation^-^ 
That God, even in this world, does one time 
or other overtake sinners. The only mistake 
and misfortune we labour under is this ;-— that 
^hilc' we do easily see the sins of other people^ 
in their punishment, we are not wilting to be-, 
lieve th^t this will be our own case. Now, this 
is iT very, fatal dehision, to acknowledge the 
jiisticeo/rj^iodyand his providence^ in other men s 
punishments, and at the same time not to be 
awakened ourselves, and warned not to ofieod 
the righteous Judge of all the earth.— This, 
therefore, will oblifjie 'u& to consider, what it ia 
that so bewitches men to do those things which, 
they have reason to believe they must dearly pay. 
for one time or other. 

Now ; every man, who knowingly breaks the^ 
laws of God, must of necessity lie under ^oine 
of these following errors and delusions : — Firj$t ; 
that a man may avoid the punishment duetto. 
hisjSins, either by committing them in secret, — , 
or by his pouxr or . wisdoniy if they should 
happen to be known. Or, secondly,, lie may 
hope to repent, before the judgments of Ged 
shall overtake him. Or, thirdly, a man may 
fancy that it is not possible for him to avoid 
either the sin or the pimishment that attends it 
Or, fourthly, because some h^ve escaped the. 
^dgft^ents of God jo this world, tbpugk their. 

aius 
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gins have bMR sufficiently provokingi there em 
many who hope that Ihey may do so ^o. 
La^ly; there Are but tot> many^ tvho never 
think 6f a jddginet^t tacome^ and if they can < 
hut esicape in this life, they are not at all coo*' 
eeuned for any after- reckoniBg.-^These arc, I 
thinky tlie most common delusions by whicii 
men are led knes^ingly to m\ against God; though 
they ^VQ plainly ioldy and generally find by sad 
experience, ^' that their sin will find themout^" 
It will bq. necessary to bestow a few reflections- 
upon each of these mo&i fatal delusions. . ^ 

And firsit ; it is no- new thing for people to 
hope to hide their sins, and' by that means 
tQ .escape the punishment that- is due to- 
them* ^' Hast thou seen," (saith God to^ 
£zekijel^, ch. viik 12.) "what. ^liese people 
do in the dark ? For they say, the Lord seeth 
us." And Job [xxiv. 15.] tells us, that the 
adulterer " waiteth for the twilight, saying. No 
eye shiill see me." But alas ! all this caution 
will, not do. ** The eyes of the Lord are in 
every plaoe, beholding the e^land the good." 
And both good and bad men have always found 
thia true. *' Thou didst do -this thing secretly," 
(saith the Lord to David, 12 Sam. xii. V2.) 
*Vbut I will punish thee before all islrael) ami 
befoYe tbe Suti ;"'that is, that they may see thy 
crimes, in the judgments executed upon thee: 
It will bi sufficieint to discover the folly of this 
delusion, by only repeating the words of the son 
of Sirachi [Ecclua. xxiiL ISi] *^ A man that 
brenketb wedlock, ** or doeth an^ ovV\et mOfw^^* 
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nes^^ '^saying thus in his hearty who seelb nie? 
'What need I to fear? Such a man only feaipeth 
the eyes of men, and knoweth not that the eyes 
of the Lord are ten thousand times brighter than 
the sun. This man shall be punished in the 
streets of the city ; and where he suspecteth 
not he shall be taken ; (ver. S7*) that men 
may know that there is nothing better than the 
fear of the Lord." — After all, there is some 
modesty^ though not much zi;iW(m, in endeavour- 
ing to hide one's sins. But then there are 
people who are not concerned to be at this 
trouble, who are neither ^j//^^2e^ of their faults, 
nor afraid of the punishment they deserve. 
But what do they get by this? Why; they 
escape the censures of man, which are designed 
to reclaim them, and they fall into the bands joJ 
the lixing God; than which, the Scriptures say, 
nothing can be more dreadful. And indeed \^e 
have instances enough, and some of them of the 
greatest men on earth, who were made sensible of 
this Uuihf-^t hat God is able to controutthosewh0 
despise all ot her pott'er.^-^VeLV id and Nebucbad-* 
iiezzar are two of those princes who felt this 
to their sorrow; and Joab, and bis brother^ 
were two of those subjects who were too great 
for. the laws, and too hard for their prince's 
power to deal with thein. But God met with 
them in a way worthy of their crimes. And to 
instance but in one morer-^Pray, who called 
Judas to an account for betraying the innocent 
blood ? The government approved of what he 

had 
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hkd done/ and paid him for it; and he might 
have lived longer to have enjoyed his reward, 
ii his' sin had not found him out, and driven 
him to destruction. 

All xronsidering people will learn from what 
has been said, what a foolish and dangerous 
thing it is to hope to escape, hy concealing their 
crimes; by standing in them ; or by encouraging 
other people in their wickedness ; as if no harm 
would follow. I shall conclude this particular 
with the words of the wise man [Wisd. vi. 6.] 
" Mercy may patdon the meanest," or the 
humble; ^* but mighty men,*' such as fear no- 
thing, "shall be mightily tormented." For he* 
who is Lord over all, who standeth in awe of no 
man's person ; and very often causeth, (as the 
same wise man expresseth it, Wisd. xvii. 8.)' 
".That they who promised to drive away ter- 
rors and troubles from others, became sick, 
themselves of fear." 

But; secondly ; there are many who know thetf^ 
do ill, but hopetorepent^andbeforgiven, before* 
thejudgments of God overtake theij^. Those who* 
thus delude themselves, and speak thus of re- 
pentance, know very little of what repentance isy 
and hardly imagine what a bittercap they are 
preparing for themselves-, if ever they should 
repent, which is veryuncerimn. — Fear of punish- 
ment banging over our heads, may help us to* 
cotmterfeit repentance, but does notalways pro-- 
duce /rt/e repentance. Pharaoh himself, [Exod. 
ix. 270 when he feared his destruction to be atr 
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imnd^ cries out, '^I luive sioned.; tlie.Lord.i^ 
righteous, aod I and my people are wicked.^ 
But, after all, here was no true repentance. • 
It will be sufficient to shew the extxeaie^ fblly 
af dependhig upon such repeatance, while we 
coatinue in si% by asking a few short questions* 
Can you, do you suppose, repent when you 
please ? Do not you take the ready way to pro-r 
voke God to harden your heart, so tha.t it will 
be impossible for you ever to repent? Will your 
repentance, are you s.ure, hinder the judgments 
of God from falling upon you? May not God, 
supposing yjou shall repent ^ forgive you in the 
next world, and yet make you dearly paj for 
your presumption in thisP'-In short; whoever 
sitts uilfuUy, in hopes that by repentance here- 
after all shall be well with him, doth in effect 
resolve as follows : that some time or other he 
will be heartily sorry for what be is going to do; 
that he will wish he had never done it; tliat he 
will be ashamed and weep bitterly : that he .will 
loath and abhor himself > that he will beafflicted^ 
and mourn, and weep^ for the evil that he is 
going to commit, &c. But this is but one 
part of repentance; he must moreover^ (as the 
apostle bids the faithful penitent, Hebu iv« 16.) 
"Go boldly to the throne of grace, that he 
may obtain mercy." Now, if any man can 
hope, that he can with confidence hereafter go to 
tlie thr^one of grace without a resolution of for- 
saking his sins at present, and quitting all pcca- 
sions of them, be must hope without reason^ and 

without 
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^ithoiil promise^-^That repfentattce is a thing 
highly acceptable ^o God^ that G<>4 of his great 
niercy will accept of our repentance instead of 
a perfect obedience; that God hhfig*sufering; 
g teeth time and space for repentance ; doth not 
hastily execute his judgments ; is not willing. 
ihnXiuny should perish ; these are all undoubted 
truths. But that he will be merciful where men 
are obstinate; that W€ should ofiend him at 
present in hopes of appeasing him. hereafter; , 
God forbid that such thoughts should come into 
aQiristian's heart ; God forbid that any Chris- 
tian should suflfer such thoughts to lodge there. 
But, thirdly; there is another delusion, which 
h not less common, or lesa dangerous: fVhtn 
peopie fancy that it i^*Pot possible* for4kem to 
avoidjsitherthesin^orihepunishv^ntfhatattends 
tV. This has been an old and ^wicked com^ 
plain! against God. The son of Simch [chap. 
XV. IS;] justly reproves all thai speak after this 
tnanner : *^ ^y nottbou^ be hath caused me to 
err, fof be hath <io need of the sinful man.'* 
And yet wicked men are very apt -to say this, 
and to excuse themselves ; This^nas my lot^ and 
Icouldfiot avoid iU- Now, thUB fiwithey are in 
the right; viz. God has ordained that every sin'^ 
fehall have its due reward; that the wicked 
iliall be taken in their own traps ; that the 
drunkard and the glutton shall cotne to poverty ; 
that drowsiness shall clothe a Aian with rags ; 
that riches got by vanity shall be diminished ; 
^* that Jie will-visit the sins of.the.faihei-s u^on 
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the children, unto the third and fourth genera^ 
tion of tbcTm thut liate him :" but to say, ^^^ 
God has ordained men to sin, when he hath 
expressly declared, '^ that he dehireth not the 
death oF a sinner ;" that he would have all men 
to be saved; that it is purely because men will 
notretainGodin their knowledge, that God gives 
themiwertoareprobaiemind, touvrkall zticked* 
ness with greedimss; after tiiis, to excuse them* 
seh'e^by pretending a necessity of sinning, will 
by no^!^anS lessen theirsin or their punishment. 
The next delusion we took notice of was 
this i—that because some have escaped thejudg* 
ments of God in this 'mrldt others are thereby en- 
couragednot to fear /Aew.— But if people would 
but consider, they would see, that &ince sin uiust 
;be punished either in this life, or in the life to 
come^ a sinner has no reason to rejoice, or to 
harden himself in wickedness, because God does 
not call bini to an account here. St. Paul 
(I Cor. xi. 32.] reasons after another manner: 
" When we are judged, we, are chastened of 
the Lord, that we should not be condemned 
with the world," viz. to eternal punishments. 
So that whenever a man is sensible that he has 
offended God, if he would be thought a child 
of God, he ought to expect, and be thankful 
for his fatherly chastisement. Directly contrary 
to this is the way of wicked men : if they are 
chastenedi they repine; if no evil befal them> 
they, are hardened. Unhappy men ! whom 
neiiher prosperity can invite^ nor adversity force^ 
to fear God. 

Tht 
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The last delusion is that of those who are re* 
solved not to think of a judgment to cowe ; and 
whOy if they can but escape in this worlds are not 
concerned for an after-reckoning. But will this 
secure us ? Are vit sure we, shall not be ac- 
countable! because we have not thought of such 
an account? It is inppossible to describe the 
folly of such a way of reasoning. Pray let us 
make the experiment in matters of less moment; 
let us try, for instance, whether by such an in- 
difference as tbisy we can help ourselves from 
poverty or from death? Whether a spendthrift 
is farther ofFruin^ because he does not think of 
it? Let us also consider what St. Paul saitb to 
this purpose, [2 Tim. iii. 13.] ** If we believe 
not, yet God abideth faithful, he cannot deny 
himself;'' thai is, what God has appointed will 
come to pass, though all the world should re* 
^olve not to believe it. This was exactly the 
case of the old world. They- were forewarned 
of the approaching flood, but not one would 
lay this to heart ; and what was the consequence, 
but that they all perished in their iniquity ? So 
that you see what will be the consequence of sin^ 
though we should altogether hold our peace> 
though ^o{/ should altogether refuse to hear us. 
** If you have sinned against the Lord, your sin 
will surely find you out ;" — that the world may , 
be convinced, that God governs it in truth and 
justicci and that he sees all things that ai;e done 
under the sun;— that good men may be re-^ 
clafmed by his fatherly corrections ; that wicked 

3 
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xnen rrmy be left \f ithtiut excune ;---4tnd tmt all 
met) m^y be awakened unto tdue careof thei^ 
ways, that they may avoid what will otber^e 
fcertaihly come tipon ibeni. 

1 will conclade the whole iiifth these «hort ob- 
servations : — First ; that since God has, in all 
ages, and upon att sorts of people, given so 
many instances of his severe displeasure against 
•in, it is the greatest folly and presumption to 
sifij depending upon the goodness of God, or in 
hopes that our being called by ./rw name will 
excuse us from punishment.^^Secondly ; that 
we ought not to repine, if, ivhen our sin has 
found us out, we receive the just reward o/ouf 
iniquities ; but, with an humble submission to 
God's W' ill, be well pleased that our punishment 
is not reserved to the next world. Thirdly; 
that §ince all afflictions are designed in mercy to 
better us, the best use we can make of them is, 
to search our ways, see whom we have offended, . 
and, by a sincere repentance, endeavour to ap- 
pease the anger of God : or, in out Saviour's 
\yord and advice, '^ to sin no more, lesta worse, 
evil come." Fourthly; and above all things," 
let us consider, that however well we may escape^ 
or bear afflictions here^ yet, if w^e do not sin- 
cerely repent of our sins, our sins will one day ^ 
find us out, and overtake us, when God shall 
judge the world in righteousness, and give to 
ievery man according to his ways, and accord- 
ing td the fruit of his doing; whether they 
have been good or bad. 

Now, 
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Now, voftf God| of his infinite anttej^ turn 
from us aU tbose evils Umt wemost ri^teously 
have deserved. May we ever acknowledge the 
bandf and the Justice of God, in whatever his 
jirovklence brings upon us; and, whatever be- 
falls^ us in tbifi world, may we. by a Uinely re* 
pentance, prevent and escape the wrath to come, 
for JesuB Christ's sake. To whom, with the 
Father, &c. 
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&AX.VATION £Y JESUS CHRIST. 



1 TIM. i. 15. 

T%w is a faithful saying, and wort hi/ of all ac* 
Ceptaiion, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners. 

That is; there is no truth more cerlain, 
no truth more worthy of our knowled^ge, no 
truth which so much concerns us to know, or 
which we may more surely depend on, than 
this ; " That Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners.'* 

' But however worthy this truth is to be re- 
eeived of all men, yet f^w^ Ood kuoNn^ \^«\^^ 
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it as they ought to do. For bow many are 
there, who, because Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners, hope for salvation, with- 
out taking any care to live as becomes the 
gospel of Christ ? How many who believe thia 
truth, and yet receive no comfort from it ; either 
suspecting themselves not to be of the number 
of those whom Christ came to save ; or that their 
sins were too great to be pardoned ? And lastly. 
How very many are there, who, though they are 
indeed sinnejrs, never think of the danger of 
being such ; and are, therefore, as careless and 
unconcerned for what may come hereafter, as if 
there were nothing to bejeared^ nothing to be 
hoped for ? 

Now ; all these being sad delusions, and a 
great dishohour to Christianity, it well becomes 
the servants of him, who came into the world to 
save sinners, to use their utmost endeavours to 
remove them ; to support the spirits of those 
who fear where there is no danger ; to awakei> 
the consciences of those, who are secure and 
careless in the very midst of danger ; and 
lastly, to reprove the presumption of those, who 
hope for salvation through Jesus Christ, without 
observing his laws. And these are the things 
which I beseech you to give attention to with 
the grratest seriousness. And, that I may set 
these things before you after as plain a manner 
as possible, will consider, — First; the mean- 
ing and extent of this truth, "That Christ 
Jesuscame intotbe world to save sinners ;'* that 

WC: 
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we may be able to judge, who may, and utio 
may not, hope for salvation, through his merits. 
Secondly; we shall consider the delusion, and 
the danger, of those, who neglect or despise 
the salvation purchased forthem by Jesus Christ. 
I. We will consider the meaning, and then 
the extent of this truth, '* That Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save dinners." Now; 
a sinner is one, who, having broken the laws of 
God, has reason to fear that God will severely 
punish him for so doing. He sees very plainly^ 
that he cannot deliver himself from the wrath 
of an angry God. He is so far from being able 
to make any satisfaction for the sins he has been 
guilty of, that he finds in himself Sipronenest, 
an inclination f\o evil; and an aversion, an un- 
willingness, to close with what God has com- 
manded us for our good. This is the condition 
of a sinner; this is the condition of every man 
by nature ; and a sad condition it will appear to 
be to every one, who knows and considers that 
the end of sin is not to be seen in this life ; but 
that a day is coming, in which God will judge 
the world in righteousness, and give to every 
man according to the works done in the body., 
.What sinner, what man living could think of 
this without despair, if Jesus Christ had not 
undertaken todeliverusfro'mthejust displeasure 
of God; to make satisfaction for our sins; to 
restore us to God's favour ; and to put us into 
a way of being happy for ever. 

But 
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But what has Jesus Christ done to save sinners 
fitom this sad coiKlition ? Why; lie took u}>on 
hiu) the nature of man ; he dwelt amongst men ; 
made known to them this comfortable truth, 
that God, for his sake^ will accept of our re-^ 
pentance ; receive us into favour notwithstand- 
ing our pastoflfences ; assist us With helps suffir 
cient to do what he expects from us ; and wilt 
make us eternally happy when we die, if we 
will sufierouKselves to be governed by his holy 
laws while we live. To convince us ihpre 
effectually of the truth and importance of tbiese 
things, alter he had wrought many wanderfuV 
miracles^ to sh^w that he came from God, be. 
willingly laid down his life for our sake, for our 
sins, ioTOur offences ; ai^d that Godmightspare 
tus^ ajnd not punish us as we bad deserved. Aod 
God, to convince mankind how entirely he Was 
reconciled to them, on account of bis Sorfai 
death, raised him from the dead, received him 
mlQ l^eaven, set him at his own rigbtrhand, 
where he is continually interceding for all tbosia 
that come unto God by bim^ that pray to God 
for his sake, 

iViid, that we may have no doubt in our 
minds, but that all this Is don^ in heaven for ii$^ 
our Lord sent down the Holy Ghost to supply 
liis place on earth; tv^bo, having appointed an 
order of men to publish these glad tidings to 
the whole world, enabled them to work mira:-. 
cles ; to speak languages which before they 
were ignorant of; to heal the sick with a word, 

of 
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of tlieir moutb ; to raise the dead ; m one word^^ 
to do such things, as none bat such as were 
8entby God could do. And^lastly, these having 
fulfilled their ministry, before they laid down 
their lives for the truths they had preached, 
they (as Jesus Christ had commanded them) 
ordained others to supply their places; to. 
preach these truths ; to offer these terms of 
mercy to all succeeding generations, with whom 
he promised his presence and blessing unto the 
world's end. To these he has given px)wer to 
receive all that are willing into his family, which 
is hii church; to reconcile such as fall, and re- 
turn from their evil ways ; and to represent unto 
God the satisfaction which hisSonhasQiade in 
our .nat u re, , for owr sins. 
. This 18 wl^at Jesus Christ has done for us. 
He has reconciled us to God ; be has put us 
into, a way of salvation ; he has given us all 
necessary assistance, to support our weakuess, 
to resist our enemies^ to renew our n^ture^ and 
to make us fit for heaven and happiness. 

But have all men a right to this salvatioq 
purchased by Jesus Christ? This we shall see 
DOW we come to consider the content of these 
words, ^' That Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners." And truly the Scriptures are 
'in nothing more plain than in this truth, '^That 
God so loved the world, that he sent his Sun, 
thi^t the world, through him, might be saved." 
That Cod had no respect of persons in thus 
loving the wQrld, his mflb^ing this^ thcU all 
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men should be saved. [1 Tim, ii. 4.] Tliat even 
such as perish, through their own wilful dilsobe- 
dience, are of the number of those whom Jesus 
Christ came to save. They denied, saith St. 
Peter, the Lord that bought them : that bought 
and i^vould have saved them, but that they 
brought upon themselves Idestruction. Nay to 
take away all manner of scruple, and to apply 
this comfortable truth to the minds of afBicted 
penitents, St. Paul speaks of this after a most 
convincing manner : [Rom. v.] As the sin of 
Adam, saith he, affected all his posterity ; as, 
by one offence, judgment came upon all men, 
to condemnation ; so the merits of Christ were 
designed to redeem all the posterity of Adam; 
forasmuch as, by the righteousness of one, that 
18 Jesus Christ, the free gift came upon all men 
unto justification of life. 

As sure then as I am one of those, who by 
Adani's transgression am become corrupt, and a 
sinner before God, so sure am I redeemed by 
Jesus Christ This, every Christian man may 
say to himself. 

This was the very doctrine of Christ himself; 
and this he taught by his own example, when 
he prayed for the very persons who crucified 
him, who had an interest in the very death they 
made him to suffer, otherwise be would not 
have prayed that God would forgive them* 
And the church of Christ still continues to in- 
tercede with God for all mankind, holding this 
truth, that the love of God, and the merits of 

Jesus 
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Jesus Christ, extends to the whole race of men. 
By this practicei endeavouring to bring the 
hearts of believers to that god*like temper of 
charity and good-will for all thatbear the image 
of God ; and, by this practice of supporting the 
spirits of dejected penitents, who will have no 
reason (o despair, since the greatest sinners are 
in a capacity of being saved. We are obliged 
to say, in a capacity of salvation ; for the truth 
is, all are not saved that Christ came to save. 
Salvation is indeed oflered to all, .to whom the 
Gospel is, or has been preached ; but all are not 
disposed to receive it, especially on the terms 
on which it is offered. Many are not sensible 
of the danger they are in ; others will not for* 
sake their sins for any consideration whatever ; 
and even too, too many despise the very offers 
of a Redeemer, of pardon apd grace through 
him. 

In all these cases, the Saviour of the world 
assures us that it is their own fault, purely their 
own fault, if they are not saved. *' Ye will 
not come unto me/' saith he, **that ye might 
have life.'* [Jphn v. 40.] If people, when sal- 
vation is offered them, will notwithstanding un- 
worthily slight the mercy : if men, to whom 
God has made himself known, will not retain 
God in their knowledge ; if those that have 
been enlightened, and have escaped the pollu- 
tions of the world, through the knowledge of 
the I^rd and Saviour Jesus Christ, if they are 
again entangled therein, and are finally lost; 
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this is not for want of means to save them, but 
they win not be saved ; they will not attend to 
the word preached unto them ; they will, not 
believe the terrors of the world to come ; they 
will not submit to the terms of salvation. This 
beinor their case, theirdestructiouis from them- 
selves^ 

II. And this brings us to consider, how very 
dreadful the case is of those who deny the Lord 
that bought them, or neglect the olFers of saN 
yation made by him to all sinners. And in* 
deed, when we consider what Jesus Christ Has 
done, in order to redeem and save us, we shall 
have the greatest reason to believe, that the 
punishment of those who are not saved by him 
will be unspeakably great. For, can we ima- 
gine, that Christ, the Son of God, would have 
left the glories of heaven, and would have lived 
a miserable life on earlh, and died, a, more 
miserable death, but that he knew, th^tif sinners 
were not reconciled to God, but died in their 
sins, their punishment would be terrible, and 
their condition miserable and without remed}-. 
So that the greatness of the mercy,- may con- 
vince us of the greatness of the punishment of 
tlK)se that despise the salvation offered them* 
The Spirit of God, from whom only we can 
know what becomes of men after death, assures 
us, that such shall be shut out of heaven ; and 
have their portion in a place where there is no- 
thing but '^ weeping and wailing^ and gnashing 
of. teeth.'* And, whatever may become of 

those 
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those who have never had the Gospel preached 
unto th^m, they who have had salvation offered 
to them, and mind it not, must not expect to 
escape a severe judgment. 

And, lesf we should think olirselves safe, be- 
cause we have Embraced the Gospel, let us al- 
ways remember, that the Gospel requires faith 
and repentance of all that expect any benefit 
by it. We must not only say, we believe the 
Ggspel, hut we must live like men that do so; 
like men that are in the midst of enemies, wiiU 
fear and care lest we should miscarry; like 
those that have escaped eternal misery, with 
thankful hearts ; and like those who hope to go 
to heaven, where no impure thing can enler. 

But ins^tead of doing so, we lead, a careless 
or a wicked life; if we neglect the means of 
grjice, the ordinances of God, and^ turn our 
backs upon the word and sacraments; if we 
confess we are sinners, and yet take no care to 
amend our ways ; if we are taken up with the 
business or pleasures of this life, so as to forget 
tfiat there is another to come; why then, in 
trutJi, we are not of the number of those who 
shall be saved ; neither will it be any blessing to 
such, that Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save sirmers. 

And now, good Christians, you see, what a 
merciful regard God has had for his poor crea- 
tures in this dispensation. The most ignorant 
may know what God fexpects from them. The 
greatest sinner may be sure of pardon, if he 
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repents, and brings forth fruit answerable ta 
amendment of life. The weakest Christian may 
depend upon all necessary assistance. The 
meanest servant of Christ may be sure not to be 
overlooked. Lastly ; every Christian may be 
confident, that his labour will not be in vain, 
but that he may be for ever happy, if it is not 
altogether his own fault. 

These are certain truths, and worthy of all 
men to be received. How com^s it then to 
pass, that we so often hear these truths without 
being affected with them ? Why, the truth is, 
w^e are not well convinced of the danger a sin- 
ner is in, without the help of a Redeemer. 

If one talks to a sick man about the cause of 
bis illness, and gives him good hopes that his 
distemper is curable ; you need not use many 
words to persuade him to hear you, because bis 
life is at stake ; but if you tell a man that thinks 
himself well^ of a remedy, it is a thousand to 
one but he forgets it. This is our case — the 
case of the generality of Christians. We, in 
obedience to our Lord's command, preach faith, 
and repentance; and obedience ; we publish in 
his name a free pardon to all who are willing to 
comply with the terms of salvation. They that 
lay things to heart ; that know they are sinners, 
and the danger of being such ; they gladly hear^ 
and receive^ and remember^ and obey^ the terms 
of salvation; whilst others are as unconcerned, 
as if they had nothing to fear. 

" From 
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From whende you see^ Chrtsttantf, that your 
faith and salvation depend very much upon that 
disposition with which you hear the Gospel. If 
you are serious, and concerned in good earnest 
for your salvation, it will jbe no hard matter to 
persuade you to look upon the Gospel as the 
greatest blessing. But, without these disposi* 
tions, the Gospel will be a burthen to you, Jesus 
Christ himself no blessing; nor Heaven worth 
caring for. You see wh6 they are, who ought 
to rejoice; who ought to take comfort; by 
whom this truth is worthy to be received; even 
by all suchasare sincere, such as resolve to serve 
and to please God to the best of their power. 
Such may be sure of pardon and acceptance, 
though they have been never so great sinners. 
All such may and will receive the terms of pi^r- 
don, and him who has obtained them with open 
arms, and with a glad heart; admiring the great 
goodness of God; adoring the love of their 
Redeemer; resolving to live worthy of sudi 
mighty favours. And these passions^ will make 
us all cheerful^ without being foolishly vain ; se^ 
rious^ without being sad or cast down; as sober 
Christians, though our hearts are full of joy. 

Now, unto him who had mercy uponus^ when 
we were in darkness, and under the power of 
Satan ; who took our nature upon him ; became 
subject to the law made for sinners ; ofieredihim- 
self a sacrifice for the sins of the whole wor^ ; 
and raised up sinful men to the honour of betiig 
the children of God. To him be all bono^i:^^ 



5© A Companion far the Prisoner. 

andgtoty, and blessing, and tbanfisgivio^ and 
powef, ascribed, by us, and by all his fidtbfai 
servants, for ever and ever. Amen. 

SERMON V, 

OK^ THE DUB OBSEBVANC£ OF THB SABBATH. 



Exodus xx. 1 1,. 



The Lord blessed the Sabbath'Dayit and 

hallffwed it^ '^ 

The meaning of these words is this : — ^The 
Lord tmving commanded one day in seven to be 
kept holy, and having made it a Sabbath^ that 
18, a day of rest from bodily and unnecessary 
labour, he hath blessed ttiat day : that is, he bsth 
joined a blessing to the due observation of it. 
How then comes if to pass^ that this day is not 
observed with great strictness, devotion, and 
thankfulness ? Why, because people do not con- 
sider either the necessity, or tlie reason, or the 
advantage- of such a command. I will there*^ 
fore, before I go any farther, endeavour to make 
you sensible of the reason and necessity of ob- 
sen^ng one day in a week accorcKng to the c<vn- 
mandment. 

We are all satisfied, that we ought not to forget 
Ae God that made us; that we ought not to for^ 
get that we are needy^ sinful^ helpless creatures. 

Now, 
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Nowy it is ceftaiit^ we sboi^ sdon fin^get ttMfife 
tbtngsf, if oik^ dajF iti sevtn wd were Mtt |^ ift 
mind of tbeni. To shew yon that we dM6f <!tet<- 
tainly sbOutd do so, let \xi coh^ider^ ht}^ Many 
thii^gd every one of us has forgpt, WhkSh^^ 
ought to have remembered. How i&&«y nset- 
cies do men receive from God, which the^ iUddh 
fofg^t ? How many judgments doth God SiETlid 
into the worlds which are no longiir thddght^SA, 
than whilst th^ smart of them does la^t ? Why, 
we should as sorely forget the God who ildAfdft 
mercies and judgments^ if we ^6re tMi t&iy^ 
continually to remtettiber him by hisf day wfai€ll 
we keep holy. 

Thei% are at this day, many hatiiOn^ itt t^ 
world, yi^hich know nothing of the trd6 @pd; 
How comes this to pass ? They were aW the 
ojSspf ing of onef man, the righteous Noah, wlM 
taught his children 8indpoiAeritytx>'k^ow Ood; 
and to worship him aright. But you cTiay k^¥c( 
from he{ic<^, that it is possible and aatural for 
people, for v<rbole nations, to forg^tf the true 
God ; and thus it would really happdli'to US', \i 
we had not days; set apart, and men apf^ointed, 
to keep up the knowledge and r^oiembranee of 
God irt btir minds^ How soon dd we fot-^t^oui? 
best friends, our very children, ithteii iWW 
have be^n awhile^ dead, a^nd oul of Our MgUtT? 
As surely should we fofj^t, that there is a' God'; 
that-wte depended i>p<>n hirti f* every thifVg #ltf 
have or hope for ; that we ought- to wXH4t% 
hirii, to give hlift, than kai and to pftt our wbAk( 
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trust in him; that we shall be judged by him at 
the last day* — All which we should soon for^t. 
if we were not often called u pon and put in mind 
of our duty. The Psalmist tells us, that in his 
prosperity he himself forgot God; and do not we 
see every day, that people who are too much 
busied with the cares of this world, do almost 
forget that there is a world to come ? What 
would they do, if they were not commanded^ 
upon the Lord's day, to lay aside the business 
and the cares of this life, and for awhile think 
of a better ? Why, they would soon forget that 
there is a better ; they would set up their rest 
here ; they would only provide for themselves, 
and their children, an earthly maintenance^ and 
never think of Heaven. It is top plain, all men 
would do so, were they left to themselves, be- 
cause too many do so, notwithstanding the means 
of grace afforded them for their instruction, 
and remembrance. 

, But why one day in seven, rather than any 
other portion of our time? Why, because God 
has 'so ordered it. That is the best answer I can 
give; and every one will be satisfied with this 
answer, who has a mind to submit to the wis- 
dom of God, and will believe that he does every 
thing for the best. It may be, you may think, 
that every body, knowing it to be their duty to 
serve God, would, if they were left to them- 
selves, choose a time to do it. Why, do not we 
all know ih?it fasting is a Christian duty ; and 
yet, because God has not in express words ap- 
pointed 
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pointed us certain times of fasting, bow few are • 
there who observe atiy at all ? And^ though the/ 
church of God has appointed days of fasting, 
yet they are neglected, despised, and the very 
duty itself questioned, and almost forgotten. 
And so it would be with the Lord's day, and 
the Lord himself, if it were not expressly the 
command of God, '^ Remember i^hat thou 

KEEP HOLY THE SABBATH-DAY." 

One might give many more reasons; but these 
are sufficient to shew the necessity of observing 
the Lord's day to keep it holy. I will, there* 
fore, conclude this particular with a relation 
which may, perhaps, be better understood by 
you, and better remembered, than what I have 
already said.— There was a certain person, who 
had a thoughtless and extravagant young man to 
his son. The father, upon bis death- bed^ made 
his SOD solemnly promise, that he would spend 
one. half hour every day by himself. So easy 
a request, from a kiod father, was very cheer- 
fully obeyed : though it was troublesome for one 
who had seldom been alone, to be restrained, 
though for so short a time. The son at first did 
n(ft see his father's meaning, or the reason of 
such a command, till at last, being often alone, 
he began to think of himself: which, by the 
grace of God, ended in bis conversion ; and then 
he did not only retire because his father had 
commaikkd him, but because he found it rea- 
sonable, his duty, and pleasure so to do. And 
shall we not believe, that this command of God 
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. h%$ ofimi th^ j»me blessed effect? Aftd mway 
tfa^e^^iuiidg ih»c.e are in Heaveo, Mrd many, no 
doubjt, yet ob earth, who, by being obliged by 
thisxcmnmand to wait upon GeA at his hoiiaie, 
])9.v^ there found the means and the reasons of 
t^eir cpaversion and salvation ! And now, pray 
consider, whether God is not kjnd and merciful, 
In giving us a law which is of so great advantage 
to mankind ; in commanding us to keep holy 
Que day in seven, that being taken off all 
worldly labour, we may, in a manner, be obliged 
to think of him^ of Heaven, and of our eternal 
welfare ? 

To come, therefore, to the words of the text, 
^ the Lord blessed the sabbath- day, and haU 
Ipwed it ;" which we may consider either as a 
ommandi or a blemng. 

1 • If we consider them as a command^ it is a 
wonder that ever such a command should he 
neglected, by any man who is in his right mind. 
Pray do but go along with me in considering 
two things; first, who it is that has given this 
command : secondly, to whom this command is 
given. 

First, The Lord of Heaven and earth, whose 
blessing alon^ maketh rich, who commandeth 
the Heavens and they obey him s by whose 
providence the world is governed and preserved; 
who holdeth our soul in life ; who alone can for<^ 
give sins ; who giveth food to all flesh ; who 
causeth grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for 
the service of men ; in whose hands our breath 
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is ; and whose are all our ways ; who is able 
to do exceedingly abundant for us^ more thaa 
we can ask or think ; — this.great and good God 
has commanded us to observe religiously ope 
day in seven. 

Secondly ; but what are W£ to whom this is 
commanded ? Why, we are creatures, who can- 
not live one hour without God*s blessing; we 
are poor, weak, frail, perishing creatures, liable 
to a thousand miseries ; to ignorance, to want, 
to sickness, to sin, to death. J^t what is it 
which God has commanded us ? Why, that 
one day in seven we should leave all our worldly 
concerns in his hands ; that we should go to the 
public congregation, where, meeting many such 
helpless creatures as ourselves, we should ac- 
knowledge our own un worthiness, our own weak- 
ness, and the little power we have to help our* 
selves : we should there confess, that God only 
can succour and preserve us; that without his 
great mercy, we are, and like to be mise-* 
rable ; and, therefore, we are all to join our 
prayers, beseeching God to pardon our sins^, to 
pity our infirmities, to enlighten our minds with 
saving truth, to give us grace and strength to 
serve him acceptably, and for his own goodness 
sake, for his promise sake, and for the sake of ^ 
Jesus Christ, to save our souls in the life to 
come* In the mean time, we are to pray to him 
constantly, that he would be pleased to remove 
from us all such public calamities, as we shall at 
any time labour under, or that he would make 
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them useful for our eternal welfare, and give us 
such common blessings as we should most stand 
in need of; all which he has encouraged* us to 
ask for, and has promised to be found x>f them 
that diligently seek him « 

Lay these things together : God who stands 
not in need of our service, has^ for our own 
good; commanded us to keep holy one day in 
seven ; he has commanded us on that day to 
leave our business in his hands ; and, instead of . 
working for our daily bread, odly to pray for it, 
and for whatever else we want. We are satis- 
fied, that, without bis blessihg, itis to no pui^pose 
to rise early, and take late rest ; that his blessing 
upon one day's labour is of more value Ifaap the, 
whole week's Avork without hiis blessing; that^; 
therefore, it is necessary we should observe this 
command of God, to serve him upon his own 
day, if we look for success in this world, or hap- 
piness in the next In short, Qod has com- 
manded this good day to be observed, that men 
may never forget to whom they ought to go for 
help and salvation ; that men may not forget 
God, and God has promised not to forget them. 
*^ Lord, whatisman, that thou hast such respect 
unto him, or the son of man, that thou shouldst 
so regard him?^' But what is man, if he despise 
such love^ such consideration, such happiness ! 

II. We have now considered the command. 
Let us proceed to consider the blessing that 
attends it^ where itis conscientiously observed. 

And 
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Andy first, it will be a means of bringing a 
blessing upon every man's private aifairs, .which 
will prosper the better, the more religiously the 
Lord's day is observed. Christ has expressly 
promised, that if we **seek the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness/' all the necessary 
things of this life shall be added unto us; and 
if we truly believe what the Scriptures have 
made known to us, and indeed wliat we find 
by experienee, that *' except the Lord build the 
house, their labour is but lost that build it ;" wa 
shall never look for success, nor a blessing, to 
come upon what we undertake, but when we 
carefully keep his command, and remembei" to 
keep holy the Lord's day, which, if we do, it 
will be a means of sanctifying the rest of the 
days of the week. And indeed we have no right 
to the rest of the week, unless we first employ 
this day in the service of God. He that per- , 
mits'us to labour six days, (and who alone can 
make our labours prosper,) has reserved one iii 
seven to himself, — that men may know to whom 
ihey are to be thankful, for their time, for all 
their days, for all they enjoy. And as under 
(he law, a man had no right to eat the fruits 
of his labours, until he had offered the first- 
fruits to God, and acknowledged the Lord to 
be the giver of all good things; until he had 
praised God for his bounties in blessing the earth; 
no more ought any man to look upon bis six days 
as his own, until he has first acknowledged, that 
it is the Lord who gives us all our time, blesses 
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aUanirldbours, who alone cotaprospCM^Qut hindy- 
vork^ And good mw have made (his obsarm- 
tion ia th^ir own private huaineas, tlmt God has 
been favourable to the tn or their. waySr accord- 
iag to the conscientious observation of the Lord's 
day, CUT their neglect of it. Ai>d U is worth our 
notice^ that the greatest offei^pebs v^hhn 

TUSY come to SUEFEB FOR AND AHE SENaiBLE 
W THEIR CRIMES, DO GENERALLY CONFESS 
THAT THE NEGLECT AND ABUSE OF THE LoRD's 
DlAY was that which FiaST LEJR THEM INTO 

THE GREATEST wi;eKEDN£ss: and indeed how 
shouki it be otherwise, when it is plain the fur- 
tbei* we go froixi God, the great-er power the 
devil gets over us, and the nearer we are to 
our ruin? And every person who has carelessly 
spent this day, ought to fear, that without re- 
pentance some ill may befal him or his affiiirs 
the • following week, on the other side, wbo- 
' ever, to the best of bis abilities, shall spend the 
Lord's day in the service of God, and in taking 
care of his soul^ may confidently hope that 
tilings will go better with him for so doiog ; that 
the favour of God will attend his honest labours, 
ajiid be with him through the following week. 

In the second place, we shall find, that the 
public welfare of the church and stat^ will prosper 
the better, when this command is conscientiously 
observed. For, to shew that an especial provi- 
dence watches over the land^ wjien its inhabitants, 
tsustingin G.od, serve him after his own way, 
MbQ' have this memorable instance written forour 

example : 
5 
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example :— The whole tiatioB of the Jews wertf 
obliged to go three times a year to Jerosaleot^ 
there to worship God. God who foretow (hat 
worldly-minded men would say in their hearii^ 
that their enemies might come and seize Qpoh 
their houses and goods, in their absence, asstirei 
them, that their enemies should notassaolt tbetti 
at such times ; which promise was made good to 
tbem^ even to a miracle. 

But thirdly^ this day was chiefly commanded 
for the good of our souls.— If you are sensible 
of your wants, here is the proper timre to lay 
tbem before the throne of grace ; for on his 
day we meet a number of necessitous creatureli 
like ourselves, wanting instruction, grace and 
strength : if we humbly join with these, and ask 
in faith, we are sure to be heard, and our petiK 
tions will be granted. For this is God's' own 
day, and be makes it hpnourable by the greater 
measure of blessings which he bestows upon it 
Have we received any mercy from God, (a»d 
do not we live by his mercies?) why, this ^ 
the proper time to give him thanks/ to whom. 
we ovfQ all we liave and enjOy., In a word, this 
is God's day of giving pardon to sinners; of 
giving grace to the humble : of giving cotnfort td 
the afflicted ; of giving strength to the weak j of 
giving blessing to all that call upon him. What 
then have they to answer for who make it a day 
of idleness; a day of drunkenness ; a day of doing 
odd business^ of nraking unnecessary visits; or 
loitering about as if it were acurseianposed upoa 
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|bem, to be kept one day in seven from their 
worldly labour. 

But if any person is so much acquainted with 
the power and goodness of God, as to think he 
loses time by serving God, let him but read the 
Aixteenth chapter of Exodu§, where he shall find 
Almighty God dealing with men,(like ourselves) 
who were with very great difficulty brought to trust 
in God : to convince them of their ignorance, 
God was pleased to send them, on the evening 
of the sabbath, twice as much manna as he sent 
them on other days ; both to lead them into an 
entire dependance upon him, and to be an ever- 
lasting instance of his care to those that serve 
bim; and that the time, and the days which men 
spend in honouring their Creator, are not lost^ 
whatever worldly men may think. 

I know not what I can add more, to lead you 
* into a due regard for this good day, unless I just 
mention the ill consequences of not observing it 
according to the command, need I tell you that 
one of the greatest occasions of that ignorance 
which we meet with among Christians, is the 
neglect of the Lord's day ; insomuch that there 
are too many who know little or nothing of 
God, of themselves, or of the world to come ? 
People may have very slow understandings ; they 
may have little time to think of another world : 
but still they may, nay they would, know what 
is absolutely necessary to be known, if they did 
but constantly keep to church on the Lord's 
day. They would learn to know^ that we wor- 
ship 
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ship God because we cannot be happy without 
his blessing; they would learn to know to whom 
they ought to be thankful for what they enjoy : 
^because they see people meet at church to give 
bim public thanks for his mercies. Lastly, thc^ 
would come to understand what a dangerous 
thing it is tobe a sinner^ and at enmity withGodf 
since they see people do not scruple to confess 
their faults, and to ask pardon for them, even 
before all men. In short, if the Lord's day ever 
comes to be more neglected than it is, (which 
God in his providence prevent) Christians will 
grow more ignorant, more careless of themselves, 
and more wicked than they are at present; and 
then we may justly expect that God's judgments 
will be multiplied, and will be more severe 
amongst us. 

And now, if, by what I have said, I have per- 
suaded you to have reverend thoughts of this 
good day : if I have raised inyour souls a desire 
and a resolution of keeping it holy ; let me fur- 
ther instruct you, in a few words, how to do it 
worthily. 

Remember, then, to *' keep holy the sabbath- 
day :" first, by laying aside all worldly business^ 
That must not be the employment either of your 
hands or your hearts. — The Lord's day has its 
proper work, which will take up our time, if we 
resolve to mind it. And thereiPore, when the 
prophet requii*es the observation of the sabbath 
ds a means of preserving the house of Israel, he 
directs tliem not to do their own work ; a work 
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tliere is to be done, but it is not to be ours, 
but tl)e service of God. Only thus far it i^ otir 
work that it js for our good; and if it is caUed 
the Lord's service^ and serving the Lord^ - it is 
because God is graciously pleased it should be 
called so, that he may rea>ard our service as done 
to bin). Indeed^ the Gospel has freed us from 
that superstitious observance of this day which 
the Jews bad run into ; for works of necessity 
and charity are to be done on fill days, because 
mercy is better than sacrifice ; that is, aeU of 
mercy are the best ways of serving God. But then 
we must be careful* not to call that necessary 
which is not so ; which is the extreme we are 
ran into. If servants are freed on thi» day from 
bodily labour, and worldly business, it is that 
they may know they have a Master in Heaven— 
a master far greater than any master on earth— 
whom they are to serve, to honour, and to pray 
to ; and not that they may be let loose to idle- 
ness and to serve the devil, as the manner of too 
many is. 

In short, all that own God for their Creator and 
Preserver, all that own Jesus for their Redeemer, 
all that expect the assistance of God's good 
Spirit, to enlighten their minds with saving 
knowledge, to strengthen them against tempta- 
tions, to comfort and deliver them in the hour 
of death and in the day of judgment, will ob- 
serve this good day religiously: diatis, they will 
he sure to go to God's house, and confess that 
they altogether depend upon him, both for this 
9r€xrJd and the next They will acknowledge 



A Cwip^tniw frr tk€ Prisoner^ 6S 

their owaweftkaess and sinfulness, and desire his 
piurdoi^ they will bear his holy wcMrd, and beg 
bia grace to observe it ; and they will give him 
thanks for the mercies they every day recei? e at 
bi& hands. And beca^use that it is greatly for 
God'su glory that the number of his servants 
should increase, all good men will endeavour^ as 
roucb fis may be, to instruct those of their own 
famili^in the ways of righteousness ; or, at least, 
take care that they go where they may be in* 
Silructed. To this end they will breed up their 
children in a sense of the blessing and sacredoess 
of days of public worship, considering thai all 
people arejust what they are bred ; for they that 
are kept strictly to church, will be uneasy not to 
be there, and they that are bred in a profane 
neglect of holy days never care for the return of 
such days. 

But then, let us have an especial care, that 
custom do not bring us to observe this good day 
dnly by outward and bodily attendance and 
service: "this people draw nigh to me with 
their lips, but their hearts are fai- from me," was 
God's complaint against the Jews ; and so it wiU 
be with us, if wq are not careful of our hearts^ 
anddonotendeavour to keep them near to God^ 
by considering that he knows the very secrets of 
our hearts. And, indeed, if people did but. set 
their hearts to serve the Lord, the business, of 
th^ X'Oj^d's day would be a delight, and not a 
burthen. The works of the creation may, in 
some fipod' measure^ be seen and thought on 
with pleasure, even by thefi\eatw&X^^x^^\x\^\A 



64 A Companion for the Pmoner. 

the blessing of a redemption is what aH are con* 
cerned in, and all may know, who do but know 
that they are all sinful helpless creatures. And 
theseare the two proper subjects for our thoughts 
on these days ; and which none are excused 
from, either on account oif business, or for want 
of knowledge. 

And God grant that we may esteem it a prir 
vilege and a happiness to have a day set apart for 
bis service, may we call it a delight, and truly 
make it so, that we may come to the rest that 
remaineth for the people of God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. To whom, &c. 



SERMON VI. 

FOKNICATION FORBIDDEN BOTH IN THE LAW 

AND IN THE GOSPEL. 



EPH, V. 3, 4, 5. 

But fornication and all uncleanness, or covet- 
ousnesSj let it not be once named among yoUy as be- 
Cometh saints: neitherfilthiness^ nor foolish talk' 
ing^ nor jesting J which are not convenient ; but 
rather giving of thanks. For this ye knoWy 
that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor 
covetous man who is an idolater, hath any in- 
,heritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 



The things, good Christians, I am going to 
warn you against^ are the sins oifornicatUHh and 
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other impurities, forbidden both in the Law and 
in \he Gospel ; concerning which the apostle 
saith, '* That no whoremonger, nor unclean per- 
son bath/' nor can have, ^^any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God/' But that ia 
not all : forSt. John adds, [Rev« xxi. 1.] " That 
such shall have their portion in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimstone." These are 
frightful words; and I repeat them, that you 
may be prepared to hear what 1 am going to 
say upon this subjecty with the greatest serioui- 
ness. 

I. My first instruction shall be to such as have* 
not defiled themselves by these crimes. And^ 
ivheni have plainly laid before you, first^bonrti 
Mppy they a;re who keep themselves undefiled* 
atid innocent from such foul vices;— secondly, 
what an evil thing and bitter it will be, to fall 
into such courses ;-^thirdly, the great danger 
people are in of falling into this sin ; — and lastly, 
the means which God has afforded us of avoiding 
both the sin and the danger : — when this is done, 
those thathear with attention, will be convinced, 
I hope, that they have reason, that they may and 
ought to preserve their innocence as they value 
their souls. 

And first: it is a great misfortune that very 
often we -da not see our happiness till we feel the 
want of it — We see people, for example, ex- 
ceedingly ashamed when their wickedness comes 
to light; blaming their folly, lamenting their con- 
dition, their friends reproaching, and the laws^ 
correcting them. This should laaVi^ >x& V^ ^iici^>ss^ 



,66 A Cempanian far the Prisoner. 

such vices, ; to be very thankful to God who baa 
hitherto kept us from falling : and to see tb^ 
wisdom and the ^^ppi^i^g^^ of those ihbijear God, 
^n^ keep his commandments. And then, they that 
value a good name above all things, and labour 
to be esteemed, tliey know very well ttiat so- 
briety and modesty are necessary to gain the 
good opinion of all wise people. On the other 
hand, the attire of an harlot, the wit of an im- 
pudent women, the beauty of one that is dis- 
honest, pleases those only who are void of all 
worth and goodness. But theseB.re worldly cojasi- 
derationsonly : they mayserve to restrain, but can 
hard]y make us virtuous. The true happiness of 
such as keep themselves jOureconsists in ^m^ the 
will of God| whose will is, ^^ that we abstain 
from fornication ;" [1 Thess. iv. 3.] iti knowing 
that the good spirit of God will not forsake them^ 
while they are free from pollutions; inaconstant 
experience of the power of God, delivering them 
from evil i and lastly, in the testimony of a good 
conscience, that they use their best endeavours 
to mortify their corrupt affections, as well as to 
preserve their reputation with the world. 

IL Bu t the ^^7/^pme^f of those that lead a c/ro^/e 
life will better be seen when compared with the 
zoretchedconditionofsuch, as, being possessed with 
an unclean spirit, do commit all iniquity with 
greediness. The apostle saith, [Lph. v. 3.] 
'^ That fornication, and uncleanness, are sins 
which should not be named," should not» if 
possible^ be *' known amongst Christians." For 

they 
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Uiey fire aiua which deSle the soul, a3 well as the 
body. They ruin the understanding ; they sear 
^n conscience ; they destroy all good purposes. 
They ure the occasion of Infinite other sins. For 
ij9ftaoiee ; How many infants have been inur* 
dered ? Ho»r oriany women have in effect mur- 
dered themselves, by taking medicines to h(de 
their abame ? How many have been perjured ? 
How many have broken their awn, and how 
many have broke their parents' hearts ? And do 
nottfaink to say within yourselves^ Ishould hardly 
dowhat others have done; I would ne^erforswear 
myself; I would never consent to murder a child; 
for, believe it for a certain truth, if you once 
become the dcoirs servants you must then do 
what he will have you to do, as others have done 
before you, let what mil follow. Then pray 
consider, that if once you get evil habits^ and 
especially of thesesins, you will find it exceeding 
harti to leave them. And yet you must leave 
them, or you must never think of going to 
Heaven* Nay, suppo^ you do resolve, and do 
in good earnest repent of your sin, yet there is 
still a very melancholy consideration behind; 
you can but repent for one^ you can but repent 
for yourself; and whether those that have been 
partners with you in iniquity, whether those will 
ever repent, you know not. Neither can you be 
sure that your own repentance wiU be accepted^ 
or whether the blood of them that perish wiU 
net be required at your hands. After all, it is 
much to be fearedi that the^e sins are too seldom 
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trulj/ repented of ; they are very common ; and 
people make light of them. Add to all this, 
the terrors pf a guilty coiisience, the fearful 
expectation of the vengeance of God, and no 
more, sure^ need to be said, to shew the eyil 
of this sin ; — and these considerations should 
give Christians such an abhorrence of all im- 
purity, as to make them tremble for very fear 
of falling^ into any of these crimes. 

III. JFbr, we are J in truths in greater danger 
than is generally thought of. It cannot be denied, 
but that people live in the world, as if there 
were 7io danger; as if they were secure against all 
temptations. And this is the reason why so 
many miscarry. Christians do not consider, 
that as long as they live in this world, they carry ' 
a corrupt heart, and a corrupt nature, about 
with them; that the devil will take all opportu- 
nities to lead them into sin ; that we ar^ beset 
with temptations, turn us where we will ; that 
people have been ruined when they have least 
thought of it; that, therefore, we have need of 
en especial grace^nnd of aM possible care, to keep 
tis from falling into this vice ; especially if we 
consider, that there is scarce any age^ or any 
condition of life free from danger. How many 
have fallen into these crimes even before they 
could well be suspected ! And too many have 
continued in them when age^ and even the sight 
of death, should have cured them of their lusts. 
How many, who have had a sober educatioDj 
have afterwards fallen into lewd courses : and 

very' 
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very many, after tfie most solemn vows to the 
contrary. In shorty there are so many instances 
of these sins, known to all the world ; and so 
many more, (it is to be much feared) done in 
secret, and known only to God, and to those 
that are guilty, that every Christian, who has 
any fear for himself, will seriously consider Me 
danger he is in^ and will think, by what means 
he^ and all that belong to him, may avoid both ^ 
the sin and danger. - 

IV, What those means and motives are, we 
come now to consider. And let me, in the first 
place, tell you for a truth, that nothing but the 
fear of God can hinder you from falling inio 
these destructive vices. Some will tellyou, that 
shame will restrain you ; that the /ear of punish' 
ment ought to make you afraid : that if you fall 
into evil courses, you will disoblige your friends, 
and it will be worse for you; that you will 
spend what you have, and be despised by every 
body. But, after all, 1 am afraid, these argu* 
ments will not do : for these vices are too 
common. People are not ashamed of them as 
they ought to be ; and when the devil has 
filled their hearts with lust, they will care for 
neither friends, estate, nor reputation. What» 
then, must people be left to themselves? 
No, by no means. We should rather set be- 
fore them, what will make them to tremble: 
**WhoremongersandadulterersGod will judge,'* 
[Heb. xiii. 4.] however they escape the censures '. 
of man : •* They shall have no inheritance in 
the kingdom of Heaven." Cl Convu 9*'\ '* KxA 
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they* stball have tbeir portion in the lake that 
borneth witb &ve and brinastoDe/' [Rer^ xx. 8 J 
Will not this consideration make people afraiid 
of a sin vrhich will ruin tdiem for ever ? Either 
say, you do not believe this, or resolve to live 
as if you did believe it. Say, with Joseph, when 
you are tempted^ '^ How can I do this great 
widkedness and sin against God ?"" [Gen. %\%y%. 
d*] '^ whose eyes are in every place, beholding 
th^ evil and the good."— After alh,. it mu^t be 
owned that there are people who know, and 
pretend to believe all this, who yet transgress 
these laws. But tfaen^ they are such as do not 
fear God. For such as are afraid of offending 
God will strive to mortify their corrupt affee^ 
tkmB ; will avoid, as much as may be, all occa*" 
sions and temptations to a sin, which does so 
easily beset us; and will most sincerely beg 
God'S'grace and protection. 

It 18 impossible for any man to live as be*" 
copies a Christian, who will not use these memts 
to preserve his innocence. For first, iniempe-* 
ranee 4nd chastitjf are utterly inconsistent. He 
that Mill study, to please the flesh, will not care 
t^ please God. And, remember, that he wbcf 
cannot deny his appetites in meat and drinky 
wHl not be able to deny himself when his de- 
siifes shall lead him to forbidden wickedness. 
St. Paul himself thought it a duty to keep 
under his body : and shall tt^et^ink it needless ? 
Rather let us be at some pains to subdue our 
corrupt nature ; to denjf its cravings ; to \^ 
some wbolesotne restraints upon our iaclioa^ 

tions, 
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t;6n% especialty, diflce it is for avoiding those 
site which lead directly to hell. Fulness of 
brea^ and abundance of idleness^ M'as that 
i^iixsh brought destruction upon Sodom: and it 
isvrhat will corrupt the best heart. It was for 
tWs reason the Wise Man set dqwn this worthy 
cautioh; [Ecclus; viii. 31.] " If thou givest thy 
soul the desires that please her, she will make 
thee a laughing stock to thine enemies that ma* 
1^ thee;" and especially, io our ghostly enemies^ 
who will desire no better occasion to ruin us^ 
In the second place; temptations and occasions 
ofsiny are carefully to be avoided. Idle company 
has ruined so many, that itwould be needless to 
warn you against it, but that we see people as 
fearless in ill company, as if they had the power^ 
in their own hands, oi resisting temptations ; so 
that, nolknomvigthtiv ownweakness^ andfearing 
no danger J they ofteo fall into a snare before they 
think of it. And a lewd behaviour^ an immodest 
story^ a filthy song^ have Very often betrayed 
unwary people iniosuch miscarriages as (before) 
they abhorred^ and which they have bitterly re- 
pented of all the days of their lives. Whoever; 
therefore, purposes to preserve their inisrocence^ 
must set a watch upon their eyes^ their ears, and 
especially upon their hearts ; otherwise it ife to 
no purpose to resolve^ or to pretend m be virtu- ' 
ous. Will a man or woman, for example, who 
wilt run into any company, hear any sort of lao- 
guage without blushing, see indecent actions 
without leaving'the place •; will such people say 
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they are chaste? They have reason to say so ; 
or if they do, they have no reason to be believecL 
And though we cannot live in the world without 
meeting with temptations, yet we may avoid 
them much oftener than we do ; and if we have 
the fear of God in our hearts^ we shall not be 
hurt hy them. Let but women so behave them- 
selves, as that men may believe tiiem to be 
chaste ; and they may be confident nobody will 
attempt them but in an honest way. But this 
is the real occasion of so many miscarriages: — 
people discover^ either by their very "oain dress^ 
or looks, or words, or behaviour, they discover, 
that th^ do not fear God; that the^ovXywant to 
be tempted; and this encourages those that are 
as naught as themselves, to tempt and to gain 
their wicked ends of them. Let us therefore re- 
member, that when we say *^ lead us not into 
temptation," we are bound not to run into them 
willingly ; or ifwe do, we must not expect that 
God will deliver us from evils of our own seek- 
ing. ^ . 

What has now been said, shews us the neces- 
sity of another means of preserving our inno- 
cence/ and i\\9X i%y, fervent prayer ; since it is 
impossible, in the midst of so many temptations, 
for any Christian to be long innocent, unlessmp- 
portedby divine grace. The very slightest tempta- 
tion will ruin us, if left to ourselves. Therefore 
has God encouraged us to pray to him for help, 
and has promised to bear us. But then, it is 
not any sort of prayer that will prevail with him, 

to 
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to preoentj or to deliver us from evil. We must 
krvysv our own nnsen/j to humble us; we must 
kiiow'our danger^ to make us be in good earnest; 
Hud onr weakness and backslidiogs, that we may 
be more careful of our ways. Such dispositions 
as these will recommend us to God's favour and 
protection, and the true reason, why so many 
people become an easy prey to the devil, is 
this: They seldom pray in private ; they pray in ' 
public withputany^ew^e of their wants; without 
any concern to be heard : without devotion, and 
without reverence. How then should they ex- 
pect to be heard and delivered from danger? — 
If Christians did but know to what miseries those 
are abandoned who are possessed with an unclean 
■spirit, they would pr^^ to be delivered from such 
acurse mthmore concernihdin a man, that asks to 
be delivered from perpetual sUwery* 
« But there is another means which God has 
appointed, that men may have no pretence for 

runninJK^into vices which must certainly ruin thetfi 
soul and body ; and this is, a chaste marriage.-^ 
*' Marriage is honourable in all," saith the 
apostle, *'and the bed undefiled; but whore- 
mongers and adulterers God will judge." [Heb. 
xiii. 4.] Believe it. Christians, the Jawful pro« 
visiop which God has made for those that cannot 
contain; the more easy the remedy is, the more 
severe will be /Aeir punishment, and the more 
difficult their pardon, who refuse to make useof 
it, and ratber chuse their own abominable ways, 
to satisfy tbeir brutish hists. As for such m 

E \i^H^ 
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have chosen thi» remedy^ they hav« all the obli^ 
gatioQs to be eonteat with auch a merciful pro* 
visioa that God or man can kty upon them. It 
\9 God's ordinance ; they have solemnly vowed 
to observe it ; it is plainly their interest to do so, 
as they value either a quief lifi^ or a peaceable 
conscience ; but, above all, as they hope for sal* 
nation. If we believe the sacred Scriptures, 
they tell us expressly, that this sin leads directly 
to hell ; [Prov. vii. 27.] and everlasting destruc* 
tion is not to be jested with. 

To conclude ; — Let this be seriously thought 
of; that all sins, and especially the sins of /onw- 
cation and adultery^ and swchfoul crimeSy will 
meet with a due reward one time or otl^ier. If 
you sin against the Lor d^ your sin mil surdyjind 
you out. There is no hiding your crimes from 
God ; no blotting them out of his remembrance; 
ao escaping his severe justice: be can bringevils 
upon you when you least expect them ; con^e 
qponyou like an armed man, not to be resisted ; 
deprive you of the dearest blessings of your life, 
and, make you ^' to possess the iniquities of your 
youth." [Job. xiii. 26.] Be persuaded, therefore 
good Christians, to prevent your own misery ; 
avoid temptations, mortify your corrupt affec- 
tions, pray earnestly for grace, and grieve not 
the Holy Spirit by which you are sanctified; and 
you will escape all these evils, and, what is worse 
than all these, eternal death. 

And do thou, O God, rebuke <the spirit of 
impurity that is gone out am:ongst us ; preserve 

ail 
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all those that are yet undefiled from all fillhfn^ij 
of flesh and spirit ; make us all tvatchful over 
ourselves, and of those sins that do most easily 
bes^e as ; that keeping ourselves p\)re, ds thy 
servaflts ought to be, we may, when we coitie 
to die, be admitted into the Paradise of God, 
where no impure thing can enter. Grant this, 
O Heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen, Amen. 



SERMON VIL 



ON TU£ EIGHTH COMMANDH£KT« 



EXODUS XX. 15. 

Thou shalt not steal. 



Under the eighth cominandnnent is com* 
prehended our duty to our neighbour, in respeot 
of his worldly substance. And to explain it 
distinctly, I shall endeavour to shew, 

I. What it forbids : and 

II. What by consequence it requires. 

I« As to the former. The wickedness of 
mankind hath invented ways to commil dd€h 
an astonishing variety of sins against this com^ 
mandinent^ that it is impossible to. reckoiT tbefli 

E 2 >\^^ 
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up> and dreadful to think of them. Butmost^ 
if not all of them, are so manifestly sins, that 
the leasf reflection is enough to hmke any one 
sensible, bow much he is bound conscientiously 
to avoid them. And he, who desires to pre- 
serve himself innocent, easily may. 

The most open and shameless crime, of this 
sort, is robbery ; taking from another what is 
his, by force ; which, adding violence against 
his person to invasion of his property, and 
making every part of human life unsafe, is a 
complicated transgression, of very deep guilt. 

The next degree is secret theft : privately 
converting to our own use what is not our own. 
To do this in matters of great value is confes- 
sedly pernicious wickedness. And though it 
were only in what may seem a trifle, yet every 
man's right to the smallest part of what belongs 
to him is the same, as to the largest: and he 
ought no more to be wronged of one, than of 
the other. Besides, little instances of dishonesty 
cause greatdisquiet : makethesufferers distrust 
ful of all about them : sometimes of those, who 
are the farthest from deserving it ; make them 
.apprehensive continually, that some heavier in- 
jury will follow. And indeed almost all offenders 
begin with slight ofl'ences. More-heinous ones 
would shock them at first : but if they once 
allow themselves in lesser faults, they go on 
without reluctance, by degrees to worse and 
worse, till at last they scruple nothing. Always 
therefore beware of small sins. And always re- 
member, 
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member, that when any thing is committed- to 
your jsare and trust, to 'be dishonest in that, is 
peculiarly base. 

But besides what every body calls theft 
there are* many practices, which amount indi- 
rectly to much the same thing, however disguised 
in the world under gentler names. Thus, in 
the way of trade and business; Jf the seller puts 
oflf any thing for better than it is, by false asser-. 
tions, or deceitful arts : if he takes advantage of 
the buyer's ignorance, or particular necessities, 
or good opinion of him,^ to insist on a larger 
price for it, than the current value ; or if he 
gives less in quantity than he professes, or is 
ujoderstoodJo give: the frequency of some of 
these things cannot alter the nature of any of 
them : no one can be ignorant that they are 
wrong, but such as are wilfully, or very care- 
lessly ignorant: and the declaration of Scripture 
against the last ofthem is extended, in the same 
place to every one of the rest, "Thou shalt 
not have in thy bag divers weights, a great and 
a small : thou shalt not have in thine house divers 
measures, a great and a small. For all that do 
suqh things, and all that do unrighteously, are 
an abomination unto theXord tliyGod." Deut. 
XXV. 13—16. 

On the cither hand : if the buyer takes advan- 
tage of his own wealth ; and the -poverty or 
present distress of the seller, to beat down the 
price of: his merchandise beyond iieason ; or if 
be buys up the whole of a commodity, e^pe- 

E 3 cialbj 
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<!ially if it be a necessary one, to make tminO' 
derate gain of it; or if be refuses or neglects 
to pay for what he has bought; or delays his 
payments beyond the time, ^vithin which, by 
agreement or the known course of traffic^ they 
ought to be made; all such behaviour is down* 
right injustice and breach of God's law. For 
the rule is, ** If thou sellest aught unto thy 
neighbour, or buyest aught of thy neighbour's 
hand, ye shall not oppress one another." Lev. 
xxV. 14. 

But besides all these instances of unrighteous- 
ness, there are many more that are frequent in 
all kinds of contracts. Driving bargains, that 
we know are too hard ; or insisting rigidly on 
the performance of them, after they appear to 
be' so : making no abatements, when bad times, 
or unexpected losses, or other alterations of cir- 
cumsitances call for them : not enquiring into 
the grounds of complaints, when there is a like- 
lihood of their being just: throwingunreasonable 
burthens upon others, merely because they dare 
not refuse them : keeping them to the very 
words and letter of an agreement, contrary to 
the equitable intention of it ; or, on the other 
band, alleging some flaw and defect in form, to 
get loose from an agreement which ought to 
have been strictly observed : all these things are 
grievous oppression. And though some of them 
may not bein the least contrary to laWj yet they 
are utterly irreconcileable with good conscience. 
Human laws cannot provide for aill cases ; and 

sometimes 
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sometimes the vilest itiiquities maybe comfmitt^d 
UQder their authority, and by their means. 

It is therefore a further lamentable breach of 
this commandmebt, when one person puts an« 
othisr to the charge and hazard oflaw unjustly Or 
needlessly ; or, iti ever so tiecesSary a law-sui^ 
occasions unnecessary expencesj and contrives 
unfdir deliays : in shorty whet) any thing is done 
by either party ; by the counsel, that plead or 
advise in the cause^ or by the judge, who deter- 
mines it^ contrary to real justice and equity. 

Indeed when persons, by any means whatever^ 
withhold from another his right ) either keeping 
. him ignorant of it^ or forcing him to unreason-^ 
able cost or trouble to obtain it j this, initspro^ 
portion, is the same kind of injury with stealing 
from him. To see the rich and great, in these 
or any ways, bear hard upon the poor, is very 
dreadful: and truly it is little^ if at all, less so^ 
when the lower sort of people are unmerciful^ 
as they are but too often^ one to another. For^ 
as Solomon observes, ^^ A poor man that op-^ 
pressed the poor^ is like a s\^eeping rain, which 
leaveth no food." Pro¥. xxriii. 3. But suppose 
it be a person ever so wealthy that ^ wronged; 
still his wealth is hiB own^ and no one can have 
more right to take the least part of it from himj 
without his consent, than to rob the meanest 
wretch in the- world. Sci|)po&e it be a bodjt 
or nuiriber of men : suppose it to be the govern- 
ment^ the public that is cheated; be it of rivbre 
OF kssy be ii of so little as not/, to be sen^bly 

£ 4 missed ; 
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missed ; let the guilt be di videjd amongst ever so 
many ; let the practice be ever so common ; , 
still it is the same crime, however it may vary 
in degrees : and the rule is without exception^ 
that " no man go beyond, or defraud his brother 
in any matter." 1 Thess. iv. 6. 

It surely scarce needs to be added, that what- 
ever things it is unlawful to do, it is also unlaw- 
ful to advise, encourage, help, or protect others 
in doing; that buying, receiving, or concealing 
stolen goods^ knowing them to be such, is be- 
coming a partner in the stealth : and that being 
any way a patron, assistant, or tool of injustice, 
is no less evidently wrong, than being the im- , 
mediate and principal agent in it. 

And as the wrongness of these things is very- 
plain, so is the folly of them. Common rob- 
bers and thieves are the most miserable set of 
wretches upon earth : in perpetual danger, per- 
petual frights and alarms: obliged to support 
their spirits by continual excesses, which, after 
the gay madness of a few hours, depress them 
to the most painful lowness; confined to the most 
hateful and hellish society.; very soon, generally 
speaking, betrayed by their dearest companions^ 
or hunted out by vigilant officers; then shut up 
in horror, condemned to open shame, if not to 
an untimely death : and the more surely undone 
for ever in the next life, the more insensible they 
are of their sufferings and their sins in this. 

, Nor do they, of whose guilt the law can take 
little or no cognizance, escape a heavy and bitter 

self- 
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self-condemnation from time to time; nor usually 
the bad opinion of the world ; which last alone 
will frequently do them more harm, than any 
unfair practices will do them good. But espe- 
cially this holds in the middle and lower, 
which is vastly the larger part of mankind. 
Their livelihood depends chiefly on their cha- 
racter; and their character depends on their 
honesty. This will make amends for many 
other defects ; but nothing will make amends 
for the want of this. Deceitful craft may seem 
perhaps a shorter method of gain than upright- 
ness and diligence. But they, who get wickedly, 
spend, for the most part, foolishly, perhaps 
wickedly too: and so all that stays by them is 
their guilt. Or, let. them be ever so cunning, 
and appear for awhile to thrive ever so fast; yet 
remember the sayings of the wise king: '* An 
inheritance may be gotten hastily at the begin- 
ning ; but the end thereof shall not be blessed." 
Prov. XX. *i\. " Treasures of wickedness profit 
nothin<^ : but righteousness delivereth from 
death." Prov. x. 2. " Wealth, gotten by va- 
nity, shall be diminished : but he that gatheretb 
by labour shall increase." Prov. xiii. 11. Or, 
should the prosperity of persons, who raise 
themselves by ill means, last as long as their 
lives ; yet their lives may he cut sliort. For 
what the prophet threatens, often comes to pass 
and is. always to be feared : ** He that getteth 
riches, and not by right, shall leave them in the 
midst of his days, and at bis end shall be a, 

E 5 iwM' 
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tbol^ Jer. xvii. II. Bat sboulcli his dap be 
extended to the utmost : yet *' the sinner, an 
hundred years old, sjfmll beaceuTsedi."Isa. Ixv* 
20. For " the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God^ r" 1 Cor. vi. 9. btJt "*the Lord 
is the avenger of all such." 1 Thess. iv. 6. 

]Let every one therefore consider seriously, in 
the first place, what this commandment forbids ; 
and abstain from it. Though he fare more 
hardly ; though he lay up less : though he be 
despised for his conscientiousness^ provided it 
be a reasonable one; surely it i& well worth 
while to bear these things; rather than* injure our 
fellow-creature, and offend our Maker. 

But let us now proceed to consider, 

II. What the commandment before us, by 
consequence, requires. And, 

1. Itrequires restitution of whatever we have, 
at any time unjustly taken or detained. For, 
that being in right not our own, but another's^ 
keeping it is continuing and carrying on the ii> 
justice. Therefore the prophet Ezekiel makes 
it an express condition of forgiveness : " If the 
wicked restore the pledge, and give again that 
he had robbed ; then he shall surely live, he shall 
not die.*' £zek« xxxiii. 15^. Nor was it till Zac*- 
cheus had engaged to restore amply what be had 
extorted from anyone, that our Saviour declared, 
•*This day is salvation come to this house." 
Luke xix. 8, 9* So that to think of raising 
wealth by fraud, and then growing honest, is 
,tbe silliest stlieme in the world : for till we have 
' returned, 



returmedy or otfered to f eturn, m far a0 we caiH 
iiU that we have gotten by our fratrd^we ma DM; 
honest^ Nary^ rappose we- hate spentand 9quaii>- 
deved it, still we retnam debtors for i<t* Nay, 
5apf)oi^ we got nothing, suppose we meant to 
get nothing, by any wicked contrivances, in 
which we have been concerned ; yet if we have 
cdfCfsed afi<of her's loss, any loss for ithich money 
n a proper compensafion; what we ought never 
to have doM, we Ought to mido as soon and as 
completely as we are able, however we straiten 
ooTdelviefd b;^ if ; otherwise we come short of 
making the amends which maiy justly be expected 
from us : and while so important a part of re- 
pentance is wanting to demonstrate the sincerity 
of the f esti we cannot hope to be accepted with 
God. 

2. Thiscomito&ndmentalso i^e^juireairidtwtry: 
without which, the generality of persons cannot 
maintain themselves honestly. Therefore St 
Paul directs: "Let him that stole, steal no more ; 
but rathef let him** (and certamly, by cons^^ 
quence, every one else that needs) ^* labour, 
working with his hands the thing which is good/* 
Eph. iv, 28. And each of them is to laboui*, 
liot only for himself, but his femily also, if be 
hath one : both for their present, and, if pos^* 
sible, their future maintenance, in caseofsicb* 
iless, accident, or old age. For as the^, who 
belong to him, have both by nature and by 
law, a cfeiol'to support from hida, if they need 
it) and be' can' give it ; neglecting tt> make due 
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provisioD for them iswronging them ; and throw^ 
ing either them or himself upon others, whea 
be may avoid it, or however might have avoided 
it by proper diligence, is wronging others. For 
which reason the same apostle commanded like- 
wise, "that if any one would not work, neither 
should he eat." 2 Thess. iii. 10. 

I n order to be just therefore, be industrious : 
and doubt not but you will find it, after a while 
at least, by much the most comfortable, as well 
as Christian, way of getting a livelihood. It is 
a way, that no one ought to think beneath him. 
For '' better is he that laboureth and aboundeth 
in all things, than he that boasteth himself, and 
wanteth bread.*' Ecclus. x. 27. It is the best 
preservative that can be^ from bad company and 
bad courses. It procures the good will and good 
word of mankind. It exempts persons from the 
contempt and reproach of which those have 
bitter experience, who make a dependent state 
their choice. " Begging is sweet in the mouth 
of the shameless: but in his belly there shall 
burn a fire." Ecclus. xl. 30. Very different 
from- this, is the case of the industrious. Their 
minds are at ease : their bodies are usually 
healthy : their time is employed as they know it 
should be : what they get, they enjoy with a 
good conscience, and 4t wears well. Nor do only 
the fruits of their labour delight them : but even 
labour itself becomes pleasant to them. 

3. Frugality must be joined with industry: 
else it will all be labour in vain. For unwise 

expensive- 
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expensiveness will dissipate whatever the ut- 
most dih'gedce can acquire. But if idleness be 
added to extravagance, thatbringsonquick ruin. 
And if intemperance and debauchery go along 
with them, the case is then come to its extre- 
mity. Every one therefore, who desires to ap- 
» prove himseU honest, should be careful to live 
within, the bounds of hi^ income, so as to have 
something in readiness against the time of 
inability and unforeseen events. But they who 
have, or design to have families, should endea- 
vour to live a good deal within those bounds. 
And whoever spends upon himself or throws 
away upon any other person or thing, more 
than he can prudently afford, will be led, be- 
fore he is aware, to distress himself, perhaps 
many more; and be too probably driven at 
last to repair, as well as he can, by wickedness, 
the breaches, which he hatb made by folly. 

4. This commandment requires in tlie last 
place, that we neither deny ourselves, nor those 
who belong to us, what is fit for our and their 
station, which is one kind of robbery ; nor omit 
to relieve the poor according to our ability, 
which is another kind. For whatever we enjoy 
of worldly plenty, is given us in trust, that we 
should take our own share with moderation, and 
distribute out of the remainder with liberality. 
And as they, who have but little, will, most or 
all of them, at one time or other, find those 
who have less; very few, if any, are exempted 
from giving some alms. And whoever either 

piepuriousl^ 
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^ peiyiriously or thoughtlessly iileglects his pt^jfp^f 
share of this dfaty, is unjast to bis Maker and 
fdlloMT-^creatures too. For the good, w\nth God 
hath placed in our hands for the poof; is un- 
doubtedly, aslbe Scripture dectafres it, ^* their 
due/* He hath given them no right to seize 
it : but he hath bound us not to '^ wilbbold it 
from them.** Prov. iii.^27. 

And now, hairing finished tlw XwO heads 
proposed, I shall only add, that by^ obsenrtng 
these directions from a principle of Christian 
fitith; and teaching all under our care to ob- 
serve them from the same ; the pooi^ in this 
world may be " rich towards God :** Luke xii. 
SL and the rich may " treasure up iA store for 
themselves a godd foundation against the time 
to come," which will enable them- to '*^ lay 
hold on eternal life.'* 1 Tim. vK 19". 

SERMON Vm. 

ON THE NINTH COMMANDMENT. 

" i lit 11 j i« n i l : 



JiXODUS XX. 16« 



Thou shaU not bedr fake noitrtess against thy 



neighbour. 



The crime, at which thesis words principally 
and most expressly pointy is, giving false evi- 

dence 
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dence in aay cause Or trial. And as, in sixb 
cases, evidence bath alivay» been given upon 
oath ; this commandment, so &F,. is the same 
vmb the third : only there, perjury is forbidden, 
as impiety against God : here, as injurious (so 
men. Now we are guilty of this sin, if, in 
bearing Mdtness^ we affirm that we know or be- 
lieve any thing, which we do not ; or deny that 
we know or believe any th;ing, which we doj or 
either affirm or deny more positively, than we 
have good grounds* Nay, if we only stifle, 
l^ our silence, any fact, which is fnaterial, 
though we are not examined particularly about 
it ; »tUl when we have sworn in general to speak 
the whole truths we bear false witness, if we de- 
signedly avoid it; especially after being asked, 
if we are able to say Any thing besides, relative 
to the point in question. For hiding a truth 
may as totally mislead those who are to judge^ 
as telling an untruth. Indeed if by any means 
whatever, we disguise the real state of the case^ 
instead of relating it in the fairest and plainest 
manner that we can; we evidently transgress 
the intent of this conunandment. And by doing 
it, the good name, the property, the livelihood, 
the life of an innocent person may be taken 
away ; the advantages of society defeated^ nay, 
perverted into mischiefs, and the very bonds of 
it dissolved. Therefore the rule of the Mosaie 
law* is : ^^ If a false witness rise up against 
any* man^ and testify against hia brother that 
wluck is wron^; thai shall ye do unto him, as 
he had thought ta hmv^et doua toxiU^ \ivik \ytQ;&kKt^ 
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and, thine eye shall not pity." Deut xix. 16 — 
21. With us indeed, the punishment extends 
not so far. Buit however mild such person may 
find the penalties of human laws to be, or how 
artfully soever they may evade them; God 
hath declared : '^ A false witness shall not be 
unpunished : and he that speal^eth lies^ shall 
not escape/' Prov. xix. 5.- 

The commandment saith only, that we shall 
not bear false witness against our neighbour; 
but in effect it binds us equally not to bear false 
witness for. him. For in all trials of property, 
bearing witness for one party is bearing witness 
against the ether. And in all trials for crimes, 
false evidence, to the advantage of the person , 
accused^ is to the disadvantage and ruin of 
right and truth, of public safety and peace ; 
by concealing and encouraging what ought to 
be detected and punished. 

It being thus criminal to bear false witness ; 
it must be ( riminal also to draw persons into 
the commission of so great a sin, by gifts, or 
promises, or threaienings, orany other method. 
And, in its degree, it must be criminal to bring 
a false accusation, or false action against any 
one ; or to n>ake any sort of demand, for which 
there is no reasonable ground. 

Nay, further, however favourably persons 
are apt to think of liie defendant's side ; yet to 
defend ourselves a^ainstjustice^ or even to delay 
it by unfair methods, is very wicked. For it 
ought td take place ; and the sooner, the better. 
Still, both the professors of iVie taNv, and others, 
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may unquestionably say and do, for a doubtful 
or a bad cause^ whatever can be said with truth,, 
or done with equity : for otherwise it might 
be thought still 'worse than it is ; and treated 
worse than it deserves. But if they do, in 
any cause, what in reason ought not to be 
done : if they use or suggest indirect methods 
of defeating the intent of law; if, by' false 
colours and glosses, by terrifying or confound- 
ing witnesses, by calumniating or ridiculing the 
adverse party, they endeavour to make justice 
itself an instrument for patronizing injustice; 
this is '^ turning judgment into gall,*' as the 
Scripture expresses it, " and the fruit of righ' 
teousness inio hemlock." Amos vi. ]£. 

But in a still higher degree is it so, if judges 
or jurymen are influenced, in giving their sen- 
tence or verdict, by interest, relation, friend- 
ship, hatred, compassion, party: by anything, 
but the nature of the case, as it fairly appears 
to them. For designedly making a false deter- 
mination, is completing all the mischief, which 
bearing false witness only attempts. And, ih 
a word, whoever any w»ay promotes what is 
wrong, or obstructs what is right, partakes in 
the same sin ; be it either of the parties, their evi- 
dences or agents; be it the highest magistrate, 
or the lowest officer. 

' But persons may break this commandment, 
not'only injudicial proceedings ; but, often full 
as grievously, in common discourse: by raising, 
spreading or countenancing false reports against 
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others ; or such, as they have no sufficient cause 
to think true ; which is the case, in part at ledst, 
of most reports: by misrepresenting their cir- 
cumstances in the world by their prejudice ; 
or speaking.without foundation to the disad- 
vantage of their persons, understandings, ac- 
complishments, temper, or conduct; ^whether 
charging them with faults. and imperfections, 
which do not belpng to them; or taking from 
them good qualities and recommendations, 
which do; or aggravating the former, or di- 
minishing the latter : determining their cba* 
racters from a single bad action or two ; fixing 
ill names on thin^, which are really virtuous 
or innocent iii them ; imputing their laudable 
behaviour to blameable or worthless motives: 
making no allowance for the depravity or weak- 
ness of human nature, strength of temptation^ 
want of instructiouj wicked insinuations, vici- 
ous examples* And in all these ways, persons 
may be injured, either by open public assertions; , 
or more dangerously perhaps, by secret whispers, 
which they have no opportunity of contradicting* 
The scandal may be accompanied with strong 
expressions of hoping it is not true, or being 
very sorry for it; and warm declarations of 
great good-will to the party, whom it concerns : 
all which may serve only to give it a more un- 
suspected credit. Nay, it may be conveyed very 
effectually in dark hints, expressive gestures, or 
even affected silence* And these, as they may 
be equally mischievous^ ar^ not less wicked, 

for 
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for being more cowardly and more artful, me* 
tfaods of defamation. 

Further yet: speaking or intimating things 
to any person's disadvantage, though ^hey be 
true, is seldom innocent. For it usually pro- 
ceeds from bad principles : revenge, envy, ma- 
lice, pride, censoriousness ; unfair zeal for some 
private or party interest; or at best, from desire 
of appearing to know more than others, or mere 
impertinent fondness of talking. Now these are 
wretched motives for publishing what will be 
hurtful to one of our brethren. Sometimes in- 
deed bad characters and bad actions ought to 
be known : but much oftener not, or not to alt 
the world, or not by. our means. And we have 
need to be very careful from what inducements 
we act in such a case. Sometimes again things 
are known already : or soon will be known, let 
us be ever so silent about them : and then, to 
be sure, we are more at liberty. But even then, 
to take pleasure in relating the faults of others 
is by no means right. And to reveal them, 
when they can be hid, unless a very considerable 
reason require it, is extremely wrong. 

Indeed we should be cautious, not only what 
barm, but what good we say of others. For 
speaking too highly of their characters or cir- 
cumstances, or praising them in any respect be- 
yond truth, is bearing false witness about them, 
which may sometimes turn against them ; and 
may often mfslead those, .to whom we exalt 
them thus j^and produce grievously bad conse- 
quences 



J 
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quei^ces of many kinds. But the other is much 
the more common^ and usually the more hurt- 
ful, extreme. 

We all think it an injury, in the tenderest part, 
when bad impressions are made on others con- 
cerning us; and therefore should conscientiously 
avoid doing the same injury to others. Making 
them designedly, without cause, is inexcusable 
\irickedness. And even where we intend no 
harm, we niay do a great deal. Whatever 
hurts, in any respect, the reputation of persons, 
always gives them great pain, and often doth 
them great prejudice, even in their most impor- 
tant concerns. For indeed almost every thing 
in this world depends ori character. And when 
once that hath suffered an imputation ; for the 
most part, neither the persons calumniated, be 
they e^er so innocent, can recover it completely 
by their own endeavours, nor the persons who 
have wronged them, be. they ever so desirous, 
restore it fully to its former state, though cer- 
tainly they, who rob others of their good name, 
or even without design asperse it, are full as 
much bound to make restitution for that, as for 
any other damage which they cause. But were 
they not to hurt at all the person against whom 
they speak, still they hurt themselves, and lessen 
their power of doing good in the worhl ; they 
often hurt their innocent families by the provo- 
cations which • they give ; they grieve their 
friends; they set a mischievous example in so- 
ciety ; and, if they profess any religion, bring a 

dreadful 
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dreadful reproach upon it, by a temper and 
behaviour so justly hateful to mankind. 
' It will easily be understood, that, next to the 
raisers and spreaders of ill reporfs, they who 
encourage persons of that kind, by hearkening 
to. them with pleasure, and by readiness of belief 
in what they say, contradict the intention of this 
commandnient. Indeed we ought, far from 
countenancing scandal and detraction, to ex- 
' pr<E;ss in all proper ways, our dislike of it ; shew 
the uncertainty, the improbability, the false- 
hood, if we can, of injurious rumours; oppose, 
the divulg^ing even of truths that are unchari- 
table ; and set a pattern of giving every one 
his just praise. 

It must now be observed further, that though 
undoubtedly those falsehoods are the worsts 
which hurt others the most^diredlly, yet false- 
hoods in general are hurtful and wrong. And 
therefore lying; all use titherof words or actions 
ofknown settled import, with purpose to deceive, 
is unlawful. And those offences of this kind, 
which may seem the most harmless, have yet 
commonly great evil in them. Lying destroys 
the very end of speech, and leads us into per- 
petual mistakes, by the very means which God 
intended should lead us into truth. It puts an 
end to all the pleasure, all the benefit, all the 
safety of conversation. Nobody can- know, on 
what or whom to depend. For ifone person may 
lie, why hot another ? and at this rate, no jus- 
tice can be done, no wickedness be prevented or 

punished^ 
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punished, no business go forward* All these 
mischiefs will equally folloWi whether untruths 
be told in a gross barefaced manner, or disguised 
under equivocations, quibbles, and evasions. 
The sin therefore is as great in one case as the 
other. And it is so great in both, that no suf- 
ficient excuses can ever be made for it in either, 
though several are often pleaded^ 

Many persons imagine, that^ when they have 
committed a fault, it is very pardonable to con- 
ceal it under a lie. But some faults ought not 
to be concealed at all ; and none by this method 
which is committing two, instead of one ; and 
the second not uncommonly worse timn the first. 
An ingenuous confession will be likel}^ in most 
cases to procure an easy pardon : but a lie is a 
monstrous aggravation of an offence; and per- 
sisting in a lie can very hardly be forgiven. But 
above all, if any persons to hide what they have 
done amiss themselves, are so vile as to throw 
the blame or the suspicion of it upon another ; 
this is the height of wickednessw And therefore 
particularly all children and servants, who are 
chiefly tempted to excuse themselves by telling 
falsehoods, ought to undergo any thing, rather 
than be guilty of such a sin. And on the other 
hand, all parents^ masters, and mistresses, ought 
to beware of punishing them too severely for 
their other offences ; lest they drive them into 
a^babit of this terrible one. 

Some again plead for making free with truth, 
that ttiey do it only in jest. But these jests of 

theirs 
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theirs often occasion great uneasiness and dis- 
quiet ; and sometimes other very serious bad 
consequences. The Scripture therefore hath 
passed a severe censure upon them. ** Asa 
madman, who casteth fire-brancfs, arrows, and 
death ; so is the man that deceiveth his neigh- 
bour, and saith. Am I hot in sport?" Prov# 
xxvi. 18, 19. To give another person vexation, 
or make him appear contemptible, though in a 
slight instance, is by no t^eans innocent sport 
And besides, to speak falsehood on any occasion 
is a dangerous introduction to speaking it on 
nfiore, if not all, occasions, For if so trifling 
a motive as a jest will prevail on us to violate 
truth, how can we be expected to withstand 
more weighty temptations? 

However, it may perhaps at least be thought, 
that lying, to prevent mischief and do good, 
most be permitted. But the Scripture expressly 
fordids us to ** do evil, that good may come." 
Rom. iii. 8. And they, who allow themselves 
in it, will usually be discovered and lose their 
end : or, if not, will never know where to stop- 
They will be enticed by degrees to think every 
thing good, that serves their turn, let others 
think it ever so bad : those others again will 
think themselves authorised by such examples* 
to take the same liberties: and thus all trust 
and probity will be lost amongst men : a mudh 
greater evil, than any good, which falsehood 
may do now and then, will ever compensate. 

And 



95 A Companion for the Prisoner, , 

And if telling lies, even from these plausible 
inducements, be so bad, what must it be, when 
they proceed from less excusable ones, as desire 
of promoting our own interest, or that of our 
party ; and how completely detestable, when we 
are prompted to them by malice, or undue re- 
spntmept, or any other totally wicked principle 1 

Nor is the practice less imprudent than it is 
unla'u'ful. Some indeed lie to raise their cha- 
raclers, as others do to gain their points. But 
both act very absurdly. For they miss of their 
purpose entirely, as soon as they are found out : 
and all liars are found out : immediately, for the 
most part ; but in a wl)iie, without fail. And 
'after that, 6very body des,pises and hates them : 
even when they speaJc truth, nobody knows how 
to credit them : and so, by aiming wickedly at 
some little advantage for the present, they put 
themselves foolishly under the greatest disad van- 
tage in the world ever after. *' The lip of truth 
shall be established for ever : but a lying tongue 
is but for a moment." Pro v. xii. 19. Be- 
ware then of the least beginning of a practice 
that will be sure to end ill. For if you venture 
upon falsehood at all, it will grow upon you, 
and entangle you; and bring you to shame, to 
punishment, to ruin. And besides, what you 
will suffer by it here, your portion, unless you 
repent very deeply, and amend very thoroughly, 
will be with the father of lies hereafter. For 
^* into'* the heavenly " Jerusalem shall in no 
wise enter whosoever worketh abomination, or 

maketh 
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inaketh a lie." R^v. xxi. 27* " Lying lips are 
an abomination to the Lord : but they that deal 
truly, are his delight*' Prov. xii. 23. 

There is yet another sort of fiibehood, often 
full as bad as affirming what we do not think : 
I mean, promising what we do not intend ; or 
what we neglect afterwards to perform, so soon 
or so fully, as we ought. Whoever hath pro- 
mised, hath made himself a debtor : and, unless 
he be punctual in his payment, commits an in* 
justice; which in many cases may be of very 
pernicious consequence. 

Now in order to secure this^ great point of 
speaking truth: besides considering carefully 
and frequently the before-mentioned evils of 
departing from it, we should be attentive also to 
moderate the quantity of our discourse, lest we 
fall into falsehood unawares. '^For in the multi-* 
tude of words there wanteth not sin : bi^it he that . 
refraineth his lips, is -^yise." Pjcov. x. 19. Per- 
sons, who suffer themselves to run on heedlessly 
in talk, just as their present humour disposes 
them, or the present company will be best 
pleased ; or who will say almost any thing, rather 
than say nothing, must be perpetually trans* 
gressing some of the duties comfH'ehended under, 
this commandment; which yet it is of the utmQst 
importance not to transgress. For, with respect 
to the concerns of this world, " He that loveth 
life, and would see good days, let him refrain 
his tongue from evil ; and his lips, that they 
4^ak no guile«" Psalm xxxiv. 12, 1 3*. And 

F as 
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^ to our eternsLl state in theoext, ^' If any in^n 
seem tobe religious, and bridlethnot bis tongue, 
that man'^ religion is vain." James i. 26. 



I » ■ * ■ » ■ 



SERMON IX. 



ON THE INFLUENCE OF EVIL COMPANY. 



I'lMf I 



1 Cor. XV. 33. 



Be not deceived : evil communications corrupt 

good manners. 

Were there any inclined to question this 
observation, which was proverbial even before 
the days of the Apostle, the unhappy circle, 
which appearsaround me^ would too surely con- 
firm its truth. Society, which ofiers happiness 
to thousands by a nuitual intercourse of good 
offices, abounds also with innumerable dangers 
* to those who know not, or are not willing, pro- 
perly to apply its gifts. All the sweet comforts 
of social life, the chiairms of friendship, and even 
of domestic bliss itself, instead of working toge- 
ther for good, produce, by an improper appli- 
cation of them, a dangerous and deadly evil. 
Thus from the sweetest flowers and fairest fruit, 
is extracted the most subtle and penetrating 
poisons- 
Were 
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. Were I to apply separately to each of this 
audience and enquire — What was the first cause 
of their departure from virtue? — I doubt not but 
I should be informed, that it arose from too great 
a fondness for society, and the uifluence of bad 
companions. Shrink not, my brethren, when I 
call to your remembrance those tempters, that 
have seduced you to sin, that lured you by false 
promises from your peaceful homei^ and have 
left you to sigh out many a melancholy hour, 
tsither under the pangs of punishment^ or in the 
gloomy confinement of a prison. Such recol- 
lectionS) though they cannot be made without 
horror, are yet salutary and proper. They 
trace the stream of evil back to its source, and 
restore the powers of the mind which were 
enervated by drinking these bitter waters; 

Some of you perhaps can recollect the time, 
when you lived soberly in your father's house, 
when your fond parents gave yoa daily lessons 
of virtue, and with tears intreated you to be 
*' faithful unto death." You may remember too 
the hour, the fatal hour, when you withdrew 
yourselves from your kind instructors, when you 
went into a far country, like the prodigal in the 
parable, [Luke xv.] and with seducing compa* 
iiions consumed your little means '^ in riotous 
living." Others of you may remember, not per- 
haps your first inclination to sin, for you may 
have been early trained in those deceitful paths; 
but your memories doubtless will supply you 
with this observation, that company of the basest 
sort bath often led you to crimes, which you 

1? 2; n*qnJS.\ 
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would not otherwise have committed. So true 
is ,it, that " evil communications" not. only 
^* corrupt good manners," but prevent those, 
that would reforni^ from '' bringing forth the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness." 

Your present situation is calculated to correct 
these bad consequences of evil society. Pro^- 
bably no other opportunity, certainly no better, 
will present itself to you, for setting your souls 
in order, and turning to the Lord withftill your 
hearts. I shall therefore, in compliance with my 
duty and your necessities, make some observa* 
tions on those vices of society, which have re- 
moveci you from comfort to distress, fromtran- 
quillity tp despair. 

Need I mention as the fir^t of these, and the 
root of numerous evils, the vice of drunkenness ? 
Seduced into the commission of this vice, by so- 
ciety, too many continue to practise it, till in- 
evitable ruin pursues dl their footsteps. Your 
families — how shall I mention them ? — without 
being partakers of your crimes, are partakers 
of your misfortunes. Drowned by, the repeti- 
tion of intemperance, is every feeling of your 
nature. You are neither sensible of the silent 
sorrow of the innocent partner of your cares, 
nor the more clamorousgrief of your imploring 
offspring. All are involved in one common 
ruin. Your daily 6ccupations no longer interest 
you. Their failure cuts off the supply of your 
intemperance, and in one fatal moment you 
commit a crime, which forever involves you in 

misery. 
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misery. Too just a representation is this picture 
of man^ of your lives. Look upon it, and 
shrink at its deformity. Think not, as too 
many do, to excuse your faults by pleading tha* 
they were committed in a state of intoxication. 
The law of God, as well as man, considers this 
as an aggravation of the offence : and a cele- 
brated lawgiver once enacted, that " he who 
committed a crime, when drunk, should receive 
a double punishment, one for the crime itself, 
and the other for the drunkenness which 
prompted him to commit it.'' 

Surely, in this assembly there must be some, 
I would to God I could not add, mant/,who have 
tod much occasion to grieve at the recollection 
of having so freely indulged themselves in the 
practice of this vice. Was the enjoyment of 
good company your intention? Miserably have 
you been deceived. For, *' Who hath woe? 
Who hath sorrow ? Who hath contentions ? 
Who hath babblings? Who hath wounds without 
cause? Who hath redness of eyes? They that 
tarrylongatthewine,"4[ProV. xxiii. 39, 30.}with 
the companions of their intemperance. Health, 
too, departs from the poisoned cup, and a mind 
as degenerate as the body is feeble, crowns the 
banquet of the drunkard. In such a course of 
living, how can any of the duties of a reasonable 
nature be performed with propriety ? How can 
the Maker of Man, and Author of the Universe, 
be adored as he ought ? How can we ^omfort 
and assist our neighbour ? How can we respect 

F 3 ^«. 
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ox reoerenceo\ifse\yes} Drunkenness, therefore, 
h a vice which unfits us for living in this world, 
and takes away all hopes, alt rational hopes, of 
the other* 

On this foundation, how many other offences 
ure built? Offences, like so many steps, leading 
gradually to destruction. Yet how can we 
wonder at these consequences, when the reason 
of a man is lulled asleep, all traces of instruction 
«j»d Christian information are eradicated^ and 
the propensities of mere animal nature alone 
are suffered to prevail ? Tlien be no longer 
deceived — call your ways to remembrance— 
and while you are shut out from society, cor- 
rect those voices which you learned in it from 
youriprofligate companions. <^orrect that con- 
tempt which you have too long indulged^br the 
worship and sei^ice of Ahmtghty God. Think 
with horror on xht profane language you have 
used, when, inflamed with wine, religion and 
things sacred have been the subjects of your 
conversation. What shall we say to the habitual 
swearer? to him who ^never mentions God 
without blaspheming bis name ? Or how shall 
we'^bear the meek and holy Jesus called upon 
as a spectator of riot^ and witness to a lie? How 
shall we bear that lewd 'and obscene discourse 
which is too common where dr»nkenness 
nibounds ? In your present situatioen, offences 
of this nature cannot hot strike you with the 
gretttei?t force ; however you may have despised 
things serious and sacred, in the day of disai-* 

pation, 



/ 
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patian,^ and in thtjiilness of bread, in this 
hour of reflection you must took upwards to the 
Creator of Heaven and Earth, for, at this time, 
you feel yourselves in want (yf his protection. 
At this hour, when yqu are expecting the inftic^ 
trons of justice, you must reverence that reve- 
lation^ which brings a Saviour to your view, by 
whose inerits and intercession only you can 
hope for salvation. No longer, then, indulge 
yourselves in blasiphemies ^x\A profane jests, no 
longer use your tongue, which was made to 
bless the Lord, for the purpose of deceiving 
and injuring your neighbour, or in impious 
conversation ; but remember, that the Gospel 
expressly informs you, that ** by thy words thou 
shalt tie justified, and by thy wordisthou shalt bb 
eondemned." Matt xii. 37. 

And '{{discourses thus ofFend,whatshall we say 
to real acts of lewdness anddebuuchery? Somfe^ 
perhaps of this audience wiil acknowledge, that 
as well as drunkenness, intemperance of this na- 
ture iiath brought them to this place. A de*- 
scription from the writings of Solomon will spealt 
fell that I would wish to say upon this head.-^ 
'* I beheld among the simple ones, I discerned 
among the youths, a young man void of undet- 
standing. And behold there met him a womai^ 
with the attire of an harlot, and subtle of heart 
With her much fair speech she caused hica to 
yield, ^ith the flattering of her lips she forceid 
him. He goeth after her straightway, as ah o% 
gocthtb the slaughter, of as a fool to the cb¥* 
reclion of the stocks ; till a. dtat^lnte ^fetON^s;^ 

p 4 , . Nxvb 
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his liver^ as a bird hasteth to the snare, and 
knowetb not that it is for his life :'' [Prov. vii. 
1, &e.]— /or his life indeed ! The train of dismal 
consequences, attendant on such a connection, 
is too melancholy almost for reflection. And if 
any of you, unhappy sojourners, in this house of 
sorrow ! have but too much reason to regret that 
you have fallen victims before this shrine, let 
tears and prayers endeavour to expiate your 
offences, looking stedfastly towards him, " who 
is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity/' Hab. 
i. 13. Into heaven nothing that defileth.can 
enter. The spiritual nature of that kingdom is 
unfit for those, that love impurity, and rejoice 
in the indulgence of licentious actions. Re- 
inember, therefore, before it be too late, that 
^^ neither drunkards, nor adulterers, nor forni- 
cators, nor unclean persons^ can have any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of 
God." 1 Cor. vi. % 

There is yet another vice I shall paention, 
ivhich ox\^\\^\^%\x\en)il C(mmumcations^ corrupts 
the best manners, and dQetroysthelar^est fortunes 
and the mostgeneroi|sdispositions« After having 
given this account of its effects, will it be ne- 
cessary to say, that GAMING is the fault I would 
condemn ? The games^i^r^ in general, cannot 
plead in bis excuse, the gratification of sensual 
passions. Cool and collected he pursues his way, 
nor stops his career, till be is obliged to do so 
by inevitable ruin and destruction. Then mad- 
ness and despair sucd^ed; anil bis miserable life 
is ended amidst ttie groans of disappointed am- 
bition, 
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bition, and the pangs of a wounded conscience. 
Argument is less necessary on this subject, where 
so many fatal examples offer themselves to our 
view. What fills our prisons and our hospitals? 
The shadow^ of men once gay and thoughtless^ 
whose incomes were not equal to their extrava- 
gance, who endeavouring by unlawful means 
to enrich themselves, having fallen sacrifices 
to their idol, and have nothing now to shew,^ 
but health destroyed by dissipation^ and fortunes 
made bankrupt by their vices. 

Of the miserable straits to which men are 
reduced by drunkenness, licentiousness, and 
gaming, many of you, my unhappy brethren^ 
are melancholy witnesses. From one or other^ 
or perhaps all of these causes^ for they are all 
united in one band of iniquity, you have beea 
removed from happy homes^ and are now ^' fast 
bound in misery and iron." The history of 
your crimes which I have begun I must pursup; 
•though the recollection may wound every fibre 
of your hearts. Yet you must know, that the 
end of correction is happiness ; for " no chast- . 
ening for the present seemetb to be joyous, but 
grievous, nevertheless it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness, unto them which are 
iexercised thereb}^ " Heb. xii. 11. 

Were ir represented to a man, at his first en* 
trance on a course of sin, that be would rise by 
degrees to the commission of the greatest eoor- 
niities, -it is probable the yet unextinguished 
spirit of natural virtue would prompt him to ex- 
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claim with Hazael, ^' Aoi I dog, that I should 
do tbistbiDg?" S Kings vui 13. Exiperience,^ 
however, teaches that such is the state of humaa 
life, and too many instances have we even in 
this assembly, to doubt for a moment the truth 
of the assertion. When the drunkard £rst be- 
gins to appiy himself to intemperance, when the 
man of pleasure, as ine is called, follows without 
suspicion the intricate windings of tbe strange 
woman^ when the gamester endeavours to relieve 
an occasional distress, by running the hazard of 
Ihe die; each of them would loudly resent any 
Jreltection on their honour or their honesty, and 
disdain the idea, that their cond.uct, by a straight 
bourse, leads to theft, to robbery, t^ murder. 
Yet all these dreadful consequences have 
a^risen from beginnings of no greater size than 
these. It is an old observation, that no man 
arrives at once at the height of wickedness.. 
Cautious, therefore, should he tread,, wben he 
first ventures into the ocean o£ sin, for bis next 
iboistep may plunge him into a pit of destruc-^ 
tion, from whence he will never be delivered; 

Tbe history of the life of almost every of^ 
fendier commences with, a recital of small trans- 
gressions. To supply those necessities, created 
by idleness and a profligate manner of living, 
be pilfers and purloins whatever accident throws 
jm his way. The admonitions* of parents and 
friends be disregards,, the observation of the 
sabbath and public instruction be totally neglects- 
Companions^ 113 dissoliUe as bimselil^ encourage 

bmii 
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t)im in bis departure from the reputable part of 
society, and ati association in vice completes 
tbe first part of his melancholy,, story* Grown 
bolder in sin, the slow arts cS stealing do not 
answer all tbe purposes of his extravagance, and 
therefore robbery upon a larger scale is adopted 
as a speedier method of supplying his wants* 
Men of greater refinement^ indeed, in the wayi^ 
of the world,, instead of open robbery ma(k^ 
nse of die secret and insidioua arts of fratt&i 
There is an aggravation in this ofience, from 
which the others are free* It is generally an 
abuse of confidence; and offenders in this way^ 
must have laid aside the love of their friends 
and benefactors, as well as of God and their 
neighbour, before they can practice these artis 
of deceit. At this, time, that remorse* which 
must hitherto have accomipanied them notwrth^ 
standing all iheir efforts to cast it off, begit^S 
to lose its effect; and their God, who by varioW 
means, and at different timesy endieavoured to 
reclaim them^ ^^ gives them over to a reprobati 
mind." Rom. i; $&. Now, tiie most horrid 
thoughts succeed ; and it is ho wonder XhdX th6y 
who have lost the feelings of men, should notiv 
for the sake of that plunder, which they are A^^ 
lermined to possess^ sacrifice tile lives of iedft 
that oppose 'rtiem*^ 

If now my words have made any impresi^iont 
upon your hearts, if you see clearly that every 
greater crime hadi arisen from the unresirain^a 
induigence of ^oialltr offenceS; and that liceti^ 
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tious companions at first teiDpted, then encoii* 
raged you to continue in sin; let it be your par** 
ticular care, at this time, to make all the 
amends your situation affords;, and to seek by 
repentance the returning favour of your God. 
However the adversary of the world, and enemy 
of souls, may have drawn you forward by ^ 
treacherous promise of success, it is certain tlrnt 
^lie hath now forsaken you. The gonfinement of 
this prison is a sufficient evidence, that you 
must bear your own offences, those offences that 
have placed you in it. Then let it be the be- 
ginning of happiness to you all. Despise the 
tevil companions of your former days, and be 
not ashamed to shew yourselves the servants of 
him, whose service alone is perfect freedom. 
; That kind of shame, which prevents a man 
from doing good, or changing vicious courses 
for the paths of duty and obedience, for fear of 
encountering thq raillery and contempt of the 
profligate, is unbecoming the character of a 
man, and highly improper for a professor of 
Christianity. In short, we 3hould be ashamed 
of nothing but sin.. Yet, strange as thisconduct 
is, we often see men ashamed to be surprized in 
the commission of a good action, who are not 
ashamed of oflending God, or reviling his reli- 
gion. Let not this false shame, 4hen, deprive 
you of the opportunity of repentance, and of 
acquiring a knowledge of that Saviour, who^^ia 
the end, will be your surest, safest friend. His 
life was given as an example for you to follow : 

his, 
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his death was a ransom for your sins. Be not 
ashamedofsuch a Saviour. If you are, remem- 
ber; the consequence which he himself fpretels — 
^* whoever shall be ashamed of me^ and pf my 
words, in this adulterous and sinful generation, 
of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, 
when he cometh in the glory of his Father with 
the holy angels." Mark viii. 38. 

Let me, then, leave off with the exhortation 
with which I begun — *' Be not deceived : evil 
communications corrupt good manners." — " En- 
ter not into the path of the wicked, and go not 
in the way of evil men ; avoid it, pass not by it, 
turn from it, and pass away." Pro v. iv. 14, 15. 
** Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, 
and attend to know understanding; for I give 
yougood doctrine, forsake you not my law.- For 
I was my father's son, tender and only beloved 
in the sight of my mother. He taught me also, 
and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my 
words: keep my commandments and live.^' 
Prov. iv. 1— 4. "My son, if sinners entice 
thee, consent thou not. If they say, Cogie with 
us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily 
for the innocent witliout cause : let us swallow 
them up alive as the grave, and whole as those 
^that go down into the pit : we shall find all pre- 
cious substance, we shall fill our houses with 
spoil : cast in thy iQt among us, let us all have 
one purse. My son, walk not thou in the way 
with them, refrain thy foot from their |)atb> for 
their feet run to evil; and make haste to shed 
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blood.'' Prov. i. 10u-i6.— ^^ Wherefore, come 
out from among themi and be ye separate, saith 
iheLord, and touch not the unclean thing; and 
I will receive you, and will be a father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty. '* 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. 



SERMON X. 



ON INDUSTRY. 



2 THESS. III. 8, 9. 



Neither did we eat any man's bread for nought; 
bu t wrCught with labour and trouble nigh land 
day^ that we might not be chargeable to any of 
you : not because we have not powers but te^ 
make oursekes an ensample unto you to follow. 

We may consider this exapiple of St. Paul as 
a precept, first of industry in our worldly call- 
ings, secondly of industry in our religious- con*- 
cerns. Each of these duties I shall now endea- 
vour to recommend, beginning with* industry ia 
Our worldly caliif^s. 

Industry iti our worldly callii^sjs necessary^ 
bepaose it is impossible tq neglect it and to be 
obedieni siervanta of God, as it may appear 
i^yeral ways.. • 

Naked^ 
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Naked came we into this world, and destitute 
of all things which support and preserve life; 
oaked also as to our minds, which at first are a 
mere blank, and have no knowledge; But the 
soul and the body are made and designed by 
their Creator, the one to improve in understand- 
ing, the other to increase in strength, and to be 
employed by the soul in a manner which may 
conduce to the welfare of both. Thus God by 
the voice of nature teacheth us that he designed 
us to be improveable and industrious beings. 

To these deductions of reason, the Scriptures 
agree in many places. They tell us that God 
put the first man into the garden of Eden, to 
cultivate and envbeilish it. Afterwards, upon 
bis transgression, it was told him that his work 
should be increased, and that in the sweat ot 
his face he should eat his bread. Great travel 
is created for every^ man says the author of 
Ecclesiasticus, and a heavy yoke is upon the 
sons of Adam, from the day that they go out 
of their motiier's womb till the day that they 
return to the mother of all tilings. This is very 
true; and yet so many advantages both to body 
fttid mind arise froin labour, that it may be mad^ 
a question whether the toil which God enjoined 
to Adam after his fall, and to his posterity^ was 
a punishment or a favour. Certain it is thkt 
labour, if it wa* brought into the world by 
transgression, is one of the best preservatives 
•gainst it ; if it was the child of sin^ it is the 
parent of virtue.. 
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Again ; God who had made us incapable of 
subsisting b}' ourselves, and obliged to our fel- 
low-creatures in part, for the things which we 
possess^ teaches us by the voice of reason that 
we also in return ought to promote the welfare 
of others. Before we come to years of discre- 
tion, we have contracted a debt of gratitude to 
those who have educated us, and >to the nation 
to which we belong, We cannot refuse to dis- 
charge it without great injustice, nor can we 
discharge it without industry in our<;allings. 

The Gospel strictly commands us to db good, 
to assist, to instruct, to direct, and to relieve. 
It commands us therefore wlirat the idle person 
hath neither power nor inclination to perform. 
Laziness is always attended with ignorance, and 
usually produces poverty: and it is not to be 
expected that he who is so negligent of his own 
body and mind, should be serviceable to others, 
and should love his neighbour more than him- 
self. 

Add to this, that in general whosoever is 
dotbful in business, in his worldlvconcerns, will 
'probably be a slothful Christian too ; for the 
satne temper which disposes to the one, disposes 
to the other, and the same difficulties which 
deter a man from labouring to live creditably, 
will discourage bimfrom striving to live religi- 
ously. It is the nature of idleness to hate to take 
pains, and of goodness to be active, and there- 
fore there is little reason to hope that they should 
meet and dwell together. 

Idleness. 
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- Idleness is the parent of sin. He who bath 
some endy some innocent and honest end to 
pursue, and is constantly busy in contriving and 
executing what tends to^it, and hath accustomed 
himself hot only to labour, but to delight in his 
calling, keeps beyond the reach of many temp- 
tations, or if they find him out, will often send 
them away, because he is not at leisure ; but 
numberless are the temptations to which the 
slujggard is exposed, and by which he is conti- 
nually assaulted. 

His understanding is furnished with nothing 
good and useful, it pursues nothing steadily, it 
hath contracted an aversion to serious study 
and meditation: his imagination will therefore 
be re3tlesS| and rove in quest of one fpUy or 
other,' for entertainment ; for the soul is busy 
whether we will or no, it cannot cea$e from 
thought,/ design, and action, of one sort or other, 
either useful or frivolous, either good or bad ; 
^nd when it is not directed to that which is pro- 
fitable, and tied down to some particular work, 
.will grow wicked for want of employment. A 
vacant mind is a proper habitation for a devil; 
it is the house unto which he cometh and findetb 
empty; then goeth he and taketh with himself 
sewon other spirits more wicked than himself, 
and they enter in and dwell there. 

An idle person visually loaths his own com- 
pany, for which indeed he is not much to be 
blamed. He cannot endure tp converse with 
himself or with his betters. This drives liim to 

contract 
7 ' 
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controet unprofitable friendships, or rather ac-^ 
» quaintances^ forseWom istberefriendship where 
there is no virtue. Heseeks but those who are 
like himself, and whose time is a burden to them : 
be becomes a companion of mean an<l debauctied 
persons ; their bad qualities he soon imitates, 
and m^kes no small progress in vice, which is 
the only thing tlmt he is disposed to learn. 

An iitie person, unless favoured by an extra- 
ordinary concurrence of circumstances^ falls into 
want, and thence into wickedness ; for he who 
through laziness becomes poor, is u^udly pre- 
pared for any mischief. When he is reduced to 
Btraits, then follows, "What shall 1 do ? lean* 
not dig; to beg I am ashamed. " But nature 
craves, and his wants are importunate : some- 
thing he must do, and it mu&t be something 
which is not laborious, and only requires lying, 
or forswearing, or cheating, or robbiiig, or some 
other vice. 

Thus it appears that industry in Our worldly 
affairs is a duty -which God requires from us, 
that there is a closer connection between it and 
religion, than we usually imagine ; that it i$ im- 
possible to live an idle life, and a good life ; 
and that be is really serving God, who is busy 
in his calling. 

Another motive to diligence and industry is^ 

thatof all bad dispositions laziness is perhaps the 

most deceitful, and the most vexatious, and that 

in all honest labour there is much satisfaction. 

The love of ease and pleasure produces idleness; 

yet 
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yet such is the nature of things, that idleness 
produceth neither ease nor pleasure, but the re- 
' verse. All men value the conveniences of life : 
the idle person takes the surest way to penury/ 
All men love respect and reputation : the idle 
person is ever contemptible, because he is ever 
unserviceable and ignorant, an useless burden of 
the earth, saU that hath lost its savour, fit for 
nothing else than to be cast out and trodden 
under foot. All wish to have faithful friends 
upon whose good offices they may depend : the 
idle person very seldom finds such, and if he 

* Mas them, he often loses them, because he hatb 
no amiable qualities which may recommend hint 
to them, and secure their esteem. All desire 
pei^^e at home, and the love of those to whom 
they are nearly related : the idle person takes no 
care of his family, and can expect no affection 
there. All would unbend their minds some* 
times, aiid rest a little from their labours : but 
the lazy person, who would perpetually amuse 
himself, is disappointed in. that also, and tired 
and clqyed^ven with hisdiver^ons: for pleasure 
is no pleasure when it becomes tlie sole employe 
xnent, and must be interrupted often and long 
by serious affairs, to become accceptable and 

. entertaining. 

The desire of the sluggard killeth him. He 

" hath desires as strong as the most active atid in- 
dustrious ever feel, and indeed stronger, because 
he follows no iHjsiness, an attention to which 
would drive out of h\^ miod vain and foolish 
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Wishes. He desires wealth and pleasure, and 
honour andpower, and the favour and esteem of 
.the world. He desires that these things would 
come and seek him out, and offer themselves to 
him, without any endeavour exerted on his part 
to obtain them ; and these desires are usually dis- 
appointed, and leave him to the vexation which 
arises from inconsistent affections. Then follow 
tlisaffection^ dislike of his condition, envy and 
hatred of those who surpass him in good quali- 
ties, and are in high esteem, of those whose la- 
bours are recompensed with success, and ofthose 
Svho, deservedly, or undeservedly, possess the 
things which he covets. 

These are vexations from which industry in 
our callings will secure us. It hath a tendency 
to preserve health of body, and serenity of mind : 
it repays us with something that is grateful and 
useful. In all prudent labour of the hands or 
the head some acquisition is made ; we maintain 
ourselves, and are not burdensome to others ; 
ive get skill, dexterity, and experience, and so 
learn to do our work with less toil and trouble ; 
we improve our understanding, and find out 
truths which more than reward the pains of 
seeking them. 

By industry we obtain. credit and reputation. 
Everyone is willing to employ a diligent person, 
and whatsoever his condition be, he cannot be 
contemptible. 

By industry we shut out many implacable 
enemies to our repose, 'many fretting desires, 

and 
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and sorrowful reflections, and turbulent passions^ 
and violent temptations. 

•By industry^we becoofie beneficial to others, 
at)le to assist our friends, to relieve the poor, to 
instruct the ignorant and to provide mere es-» 
pecially for those whom God bath commanded 
tp our care. 

Thus much concerning industry in our worldly 
callings. 

II. Let us now pass on to diligence in reli- 
gious affairs, in working out our salvation, to 
which tve have the most pressing motives. 

Xhe shortness and uncertainty of life warns 
us not to neglect it; for since upon our present 
behaviour depends our future stare; since the 
days of man are few, few according to the 
course of nature, and often made fewer by a 
thousand unforeseen accidents, it behoves us to 
lose no timQ, but^o set about our duty instantly, 
" to day whilst it is called to day." 

The reward set before us, excites us to it. 
We think it reasonable to labour for conveni- 
ences which are temporal, thatis, uncertain and 
transitory : and this industry is commendable- 
Much more should we exert, our utmost care 
and diligence in securing to ourselves the un- 
changeable favour of God, the society of saints 
and angels, and an endless happiness which shall 
be mixed with no sdh*owsand disappointments. 

Gratitude moves us to it ; to serve him with 
all our power who hath done so much for us, 
with whose benefits we are enclosed and sur- 
rounded. 
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xoundedy which way ever we cast our t^yed and 
our thoughts. 

The puninhinent allotted to the idle and 
wicked servant calls us to it, to think tio labour 
too great by which we may avoid the wrath to 
come. Infamy, and reproach, and want, and 
dependence appear in terrible iforms to us, and 
to escape them we are willing, if we have any 
spirit to labour incessantly, and to submit to 
the hardest toil. Fools and blind, if we per- 
ceive not th^t these are nothing, compared to 
the woe, which must be the future portion of 
these who will not serve God here in this state 
of probation. 

Our present interest invites us to it, to be 
most industrious in pursuing the welfare of our 
soul, which will procure us peace of mind, and 
the blessing of God even upon our worldly un- 
dertakings; whilst a neglect of our duty to him 
will be attended with fear and remorse, and 
give us an uneasiness which outward circum- 
stances, however flourishing, will not be able to 
Compose. 

Such motives we have to religious industry. 
Every Christian will certainly allow them to 
have sufficient weight ,and force,* and acknow- 
ledge that eternal life is desirable, and that it 
is an indispensable duty tOi«erve God. But the 
illusion is'this: We are imiined to think this 
duty saeasy to be performed, that a very little 
diligence and caution will be sufficient. 

Let 
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Letusthea consider whM kind of expressions 
the sacred writers use, when they speak oi our 
Christian duty. They exhort us to be rich and 
fruitful in every good work, to be ready to every 
"good work, to be zealous of good works, to 
abound always in the work of the Lord, to pursue 
and work good towards all men, to exercise our-^ 
selves in godliness, and in the labour of charity^ 
to workout our salvation with fear and trembling, 
to ^ve diligence to makeour calling and election 
«ure, to continue patiently in well doing, to run 
that we may obtain a prize, and to press towards 
the mark, to watch continually and be upon our 
guard, to give all diligence to add one virtue to 
another, to walk circumspectly, to watch inces- 
santly, to pray, to gird up the loins of our 
Blind, to strive that we may enter in at the strait 
gate, to wrestle against principalities at J powers, 
to take the kingdom of heaven by v jlence, to 
fight that we may receive a crown, xwA to war a 
good warfare, and to endure hardship as faithful 
soldiers of Jesus Christ 

Thus the Scriptures tell us plainly, that with- 
out some labour we cannot be good. The dif- 
ficulties with which the first Christians struggled 
were many and great; and difficulties of one kind 
or other will ever be arising. We are assaulted 
by importunate temptations; we pften feel a 
propensity to go aside from our duty," and we 
are surrounded with bad examples, with .multi- 
tudes who pursue their own destruction. When 
we reflect upon these things, we may perhaps 
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be led into tbe other extreme, and suspect that 
the ways of righteousness must needs be disa- 
greeable, and that the passage through them 1$ 
tedious and painful. 

But the Scriptures say that the ways of reli- 
gion are ways of pleasantness; and the word of 
God is true, and consistent with itself. That 
obedience is a labour, and that it is a pleasure, 
are equally certain. That these things are re- 
concileable will appear, if we consider that in 
all honourable and profitable employments, in 
all arts, in all studies, the beginnings are diffi- 
cult, and the difficulties must be mastered by 
obstinate application. But many things contri- 
bute to lessen those difficulties daily, or to make 
men less sensible of them, as a sprightly resolu- 
tion, present profit, the hope of still greater n 
advantages, experience and practice^ and long 
custom, which is a second nature. Thus some, 
whom idle by-standersjudgetolead a wretched 
and labourious life, are really most contented 
and pleased with their condition ; for a man is 
just as miserable as he thinks himself, and if he 
delights in industry, industry to him is a diver- 
sion, and idleness is a toil. 
, So also it is in our religious concerns. The 
duty of a Christian isalaboribus thing, especially 
to those who have bad dispositions to conquer, 
or particular difficulties to encounter ; but, when 
we do any good thing with labour, the labour 
passeth away, and the good remains : when we 
do any evil thing with pleasure, the pleasure 

passeth 
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posseth away, and the evil remains ; and then 
ci|stoai making our obedience habitual, an even 
temper^ peace of mind^ and many other present 
advantages springing from it; the hope not only 
of escaping future evil, but of obtaining ever- 
lasting life, and the divine assistance vouchsafed 
to uis as far as it is needful^ will by degrees make 
our Inclinations join with our reason, and our 
duty become our delight. 



SERMON XL 



&EPENTAKCE AND CONVEUSIOX ENFORCED*. 



ACT« iii. 19. 



Mepentye^ and be converted^ ihatyour sins may 

be blotted out. 

My poor afflicted Fellow-Creatures, 

It is with the most serious and solicitous 
hope ofbeing instrumental to yonr welfare, that 
I have complied with tlie wish of my reverend 
Brother the ordinary of this Chapel f, and now 

* This Sermon was preached, in the afternoon of 
Nov. 9, 1785, in the Chapel of Newgate, by the Rev. 
tjeo. Gastiin, D. D. to tighteen convicts, who were all 
executed, the following morning, for various crinoes, 

t The Rev. John VUette. 
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occupy his placcj in order to address you, on 
those awful subjects^ wherein, as dying men, 
you are very nearly interested : and, I entertain 
^ot the least doubt of your being all disposed 
to attend to what I shall say, with the most 
heart-felt desire of being ediiied by it. 

Your situation is sdch as cannot but work 
upon the tender feelings of human nature; and 
condemned as you individually are by the wise 
laws of our country, to suffer a shameful and 
ignominious death, for the commission of those 
crimes, that re;i<iei^ sqch exemplary punishment 
' necessary, sentiments of pity and compassion 
are still your clue; and, whereinsoever your 
never-dying souls can be benefited, there ills 
our endeavour to help you. 

Most of you appear to be young men, and 
but few, seemingly, have advanced even to what 
is called the vigour and prime of life. That 
period, therefore, which in the ordinary course 
of nature, might have been lengthened out, in 
each of you, to many years, is suddenly to be 
cut short;, and before the light of one more 
day shall be extinguished, you will all be re- 
moved from the land of the living; your bo- 
dies will return to that earth, from which they 
origihatly sprang; and your disencumbered 
souls will wing their way, to appear before the 
gr€at and glorious God, to Whom the secrets of 
all hearts are. open, and from whi3m none of 
your transactions can be concealed, , Then, 
ih^'-l meviny our conscious souis, will enter upon 

an 
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an unknown inconoeiyable scene : and will there 
he doomed either to happiness^ or else to un- 
happiness and misery that will know nO end. 

Awful, awakening, tremendous thought ! To 
be told, and to know, with certainty, that your 
disembodied souls, within less than fifteen hours 
from this moment, are either to be conveyed 
by angels to seats of bliss, or else^ hailed by de- 
vils to mansions of woe, are very affecting cir- 
cumstances. Does not the consideration chill 
you, this instant, with horror ? And, are you 
not importunately solicitous to know, whether 
of the twain shall be your lot? God indeed 
might reveal even this unto you. / cannot.— 
Man cannot. AH, that we can do, is to point 
out the terms and conditions, whereon, we 
know, on the infallible testimony of the divine 
word, salvation to be attainable. 

These are matters, which it concerns all per* 
sons to be well acquainted with ; and even you^ 
I think, cannot have been altogether unac- 
quainted with them. They have not, it is 
probable, engrdssed much of your attention ; 
but, the business, or t^e follies, or the sins of 
a wicked world, were suffered to engage your 
^ffections; whilst God and Eternity were not 
in your thoughts. 

^ly brethren, yours thus far, is a common 
case* The multitudei in all places^ axe ex- 
tren^ely regardless of their everlasting welfare ; 
for ^^ the world lyetli in wickedness." The 
peculiarity of your case ia^ that yQur sins^gainst 
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PieHj and the peace of society y have been such, 
as to render earthly punishment highly expe- 
dient. 

Happy, however, is it for yoy, that a door 
of hope, with regard to futurity^ still remains 
Open. Salvation is attainable even for male- 
factors ; ^nd attainablie too, in the same way, 
«s for other men. 

Since ydu came wilhin the walls of this dole- 
ful prison, the opportunities of Christian in- 
struction, far from being withheld, have been 
renewed, and encreased to you. 'You have 
had peculiar incitements to consideration, and 
you have had the constant alarum of my re- 
verend brother's voice, announcing the tenor 
of the Gospel covenant, and admonishing each 
one with '* prepare to meet thy God :" — add to 
which, you have been furnished with pertinent 
books to give all needful instruction, and to 
assist you in the actual exercise of devotion to 
Almighty God, 

' 1 am willing to hope, because I know no- 
thing to the contrary, that these blessed oppor- 
tunities have not been lost upon you, but that 
whilst your bodies have been imprisoned, your 
souls ^ave been set at liberty, in some degree 
at least, from the thraldom of sin. Should 
this not have been the case, the calls to;, and 
happy opportunities of, religious improvement, 
you have had, will only contribute toeacrease 
your condemnation. " But, brethren, 1 hope 
better things of ydu^ though I thus speak/' 

Can 
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Can I add, then, to what has already b^en 
done in your behalf r Have I any new matter, 
or counselj'to propose ? No. surely : the same, 
only, which you have heard irom the beginning, , 
that declare 1 unto you. As a servant or mi- 
nister, of our Lord Jesus Christ, I am now in- 
deed uttering the last ^solemn disjcourse, to which 
your ears will ever be open. Oh, then, for 
your lives, even the lives of your souls, attend 
: to my words ; since, to-morrow, . you will find 
^ them most marvellously verified !—" Repent 
ye, and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out." 

Hence it shall be my business 1st to shew, 
how it happens, that if ye repent and be con» 
verted, your sins sljall be blotted out, or for- 
given. And 2dly, I will point out what it is 
to repent, and be converted. 

Here then you are to be reminded; that Al- 
mighty God, pitying the unhappy situation, 
into which mankind were fallen, by reason of 
sin, vouchsafed at an early period of the world, 
and many times after, to promise to them a 
Saviour. This Saviour, in due time, appeared/ 
in the person of oui* Lord Jesus Christ. He 
united himself to our nature, and appeared to 
the world as a man ; in which nature, he be-- 
came our sacrifice, propitiation, and atonement 
'* He who knew no sin, was made a sin-offer- 
ing for us ; the just for the unjust, that he 
jnight bring ys to God." The prophet there- 
fore said, ''Surely he hath borne our griefs 
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and carried our sorrows.' He was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for bur 
iniquities : he, his own self, bare our sins in 
his own body, on the tree, that we being dead 
to sin, might live unto righteousness; by whose 
slripes we were healed/* 

This, my brethren, is the Saviour. If you 
are saved, or /am saved ; nay, whoever of our 
race shall be saved^ it must be through himj for 
his sake, in virtue of his merits. All^ if not 
rescued for the sake of Jesus Christ, have sin 
lenough about them, to involve them in eternal 
perdition : t/ou have given, even to the world, 
peculiar evidences of your sinfulness. 

But, then, is salvation to be had, through 
Christ, unconditionally? Is it to be had on 
any terms? or on no terms? Far, very far 
otherwise. Salvation, without Christ, were im- 
possible. Salvation, through Christ, is condi- 
tional. In some degree, it depends upon our- 
selves. Repentance, without the mediation and 
sacrifice of Christ would have been altogether 
unavailing tb salvation. But, now, happily for 
sinful men, if ye " repent, and are converted, 

Jour sins will be blotted out;" they will not be 
rought forward to. your everlasting condem- 
nation, Christ having made for them an atone- 
' liient. The best of us must be indebted to him, 
for every hope, we entertain, of heaven; and 
the worst, if they ** repent and are. converted," 
will find mercy, through his redeeming good- 
ness. The blood of Christ propitiates for the 

sins 
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situs of the whote worldi Offers of pardon and 
acceptance are made to all ; and therefore, sal- 
vation, though partial in one sense, is, never* 
theles^ universal in another. It is universal 
in possibility : it is partial in fact. In shorty it 
depends upon your repentance and conversion. 

Ob, then, value, and love, bless, and adore 
this gracious, compassionate, Almighty Saviour 
of your souls ; evidence thankfulness for the 
offer of so great salvation; and fervently pray 
for divine grace, that you may experience 
(however late) such repentance and conversion, 
as you will not have cause to repent of, in the 
ages of eternity. 

To assist you herein, I will now proceed 
Sdly to point out what it is to repent^ and be, 
converted. 

The 6rst step, towards an effectual availing 
repentance, is a thorough conviction of the 
odious nature of sin ; that it is highly displeasing 
to Almighty God; that you yourselves are 
sinners, grievous sinners, not only in the in- 
stanc-is, for which you are now condemned, 
by the laws of your country, to suffer death, 
but also in various other particulars ; and that 
in consequence qf your sins, you merit nothing 
but eternal condemnation, at the judgment seat 
of Christ. 

That you are sensible of, and sorry for, the 
sins, on account of which you are to suffer, 
there cannot a doubt be entertained ; but this 
may arise merely by reason of the sentence pro- 
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nounced against you, at an human tribaiml; 
In order to be true penitents, }ou must look 
back, with horror and detestation, upon all 
those other sins of your lives, for which the 
condemning' sentence of God is due ; such as 
forgetfulness of God, inattention to the great 
duties of religion, the lusts of the flesh, com- 
plied with in fornication, adultery, lascivious- 
ness, and the like; swearing, sabbath-breaking, 
drunkenness, lying, defrauding, theft, in small 
matters, or in great, and various other sins, too 
numerous to be now mentioned in particular. 

You are not, it may be preyamed, all guilty 
alike: but all of you have guilt enough to 
overwhelm you with sorrow, even without 
bringing into the account those particular sins, 
for which you suffer. They, indeed, were of- 
fences against the honour of God, as well as 
against your fellow-creatures ; and, on both 
accounts, you are to be truly sorry for them, — 
but not for them only. Think what, as Chris- 
tijains, you ought to have been, and then look 
back upon what you have been ; and yow will 
find occasion for sorrow, deep sorrow and hu- 
miliation, on numbe?*less accounts : hell, with all 
its terrors, will present itself tp your view. 

To avoid it however, let earnest confession 
accompany your sorrow. Confess your faults 
to Almighty God : acknowledge your extreme 
unworthiness. ' Nothing is hid from his all- 
seeing eye ; every thing is noted in his book of 
accounts; aYid €very thing will be brought to 

open 
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open view,, when you appear at » the awful tri- 
bunar above. Therefore, humble yourselves 
low at the footstool of* divine mercy ; and, as 
sorrowful confessing criminals, intercede with i 
your Saviour for pardon. May our gracious 
God grant acceptance to your sorrow and 
confessions ! This, we are assured, be will do, 
if they verily produce conversion. 

Conversion, in the sense I am now using if^ 
means that change, which is brought about. in 
a man's heart and life, when, from a thought- 
less sinner, he becomes a good Chi'istian — when 
he not only leaves oflf all those practices, which 
he knows to be contrary to the will and word 
of God, but also most cordially hates them; 
and, in lieu thereof, practises thetluiies proper 
to his station, and creditable to hisChristian 
name— becoming sobelr, temperate, chaste, hot.- 
nest, kind, and devout. 

You, my poor brethren, who are to be re- 
moved hence so soon, cannot be supposed to 
have the opportunity of thus evidencing your 
conversion. It may nevertheless, I hope, be 
equally real and sincere. If you so verily hate 
sin, an,d«re in love with holiness, as that, were 
life to be prolonged, you would cease fronpi 
your evil ways, and persevere to practise 
righteousness, then certainly is your coriversioiv > 
real, and such as will be^ accepted, through the 
mediation of Jesus Christ. 

Bpt; though you are cut off from the exer- 
cise of many duties^ same are still in your power ; 
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and ^^emyoaare now exhorted to, as the only 
tokens, you can give, of a penitent and con- 
irerted heart 

You are, then, heartily to acknowledge the 
justice with which sentence h9.ttv been pro* 
oounced against you, and patiently to jacquiesce 
in the punishment. Submissively i^nowledge 
that all is right; and take comfogtln reflecting 
that the sentence of man reacj^th only to the 
body. The Jury were eiquitable in their ver- 
dicts; the Judge did no more than his duty; 
itnd his Majesty hath not thougbj; fit to reverse 
the sentence. Neither again^ any of these, 
therefore, nor against the witnesses^ who came 
forth to accuse you, sufFeryourselves to entertain 
toy grudges, or to harbouf any ill-will. 

Should even wrong have been done you, by 
any one, you must forgive it. ** Forgive, as 
you hope to be forgiven;" and if you have 
reason to believe that there are any persons, 
"who can properly be called your enemies, pray^ 
for them. If any of you can restore that, or 
any part of that, which you h^ve stolen, it must 
1>e restored, if you have not done it already. 
If any of you, by confession, or impeachment, 
can prevent the perpetration of more evil, you 
are bound to do it : it will be one good mark 
of conversion. 

This is the evening, the last evening of your 
lives; the day, even the day of your deaths is 
at hand : watch, therefore, watch and pray. 
Huibaud well the little remnant of your time. 

7 £xercise 
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Exercise yourselves much ia prayer. God, 
for Christ's sake, will lend a willing ear to your 
requests. Pray, that your repentance and con- 
version may be perfected, so perfected as to 
secure the blotting out of your sins, tray for 
divine grace, to support you, to chase away 
fear, and to enable you dauntless to meet the 
king of terrors. It is in the power of God to. 
support you effectually, under all you have to 
pass through; and, if you are penitent, and 
converted, and pray to him for support, you - 
will experience it. Many doubtless have been 
removed from Newgate to Paradise. God Al» 
mighty grant that you may be added to them! 

The written assistances put into your hands 
for meditation and prayer, I hope have been, 
and will still be, useful to you. Words are a 
proper vehicle of prayer ; but prayer mity l^» 
poured forth^ without words.* 'The mere lifb*^; . 
ing up of the heart to God, is, in many cases, 
equally acceptable. Only be sure that what« 
ever you ask for, you ask it for th^ sake, and 
^through the merits of Jesus Christ. ^ - 

He is the grand foundation of every hopci^ 
we can entertain. For this reason, you ftr^ 
invited to commemorate him at bis holy tabl^ 
in obedience to his divine command. Perhaps 
to some, or to most of you, it may be the. nrtt 
time of your so doing. If, however^ you are 
penitent, and converted, you will be acceptable 
guests; and his blessing, attending the ordi? 
nance, will give you new strength, 'for the wet* 
fare you have to accomplish* 

^ G 6 "^^^^ 
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What more, now, my brethren, can I say 
unto yoia? With what additional words of mine» 
can you be helped forward, in the way you are 
4o go? I can only, \\ritb earnestness, entreat 
you to meditate upon what has been said ; and 
iervently implore our gracious God to make it 
>*ffectual to your edification. 

Once more then, let us together bend our 
knees,' and offer up the sacrifice of united 
prayer. 

O almighty and everlasting God, thou glo- 
rious and most righteous Judge, we ligain be- 
come humble suppliants, in behalf of these thy 
sinful creatures ; and fervently pray, that thy 
grace may enable them meekly to receive their 
sentence, as the due reward of their sins. As 
their iniquities have brought upon them an 
untimely and shameful death, O let their re- 
|ientance and conviersipn, through the merits of 
our dear Lord and Saviour, secure the blotting 
out— the forgiveness of their sins, and bring 
thieni to everlasting life. O blessed Jesu, who 
didst not disdain to cast an eye on the penitent'' 
thief on the cross, despise not these thy servants, 
who are now shortly to siaffer a like ignominious 
death ; and who^ we hope, repent them of their 
sins, and fix all their hopes on thee, in their 
distress, as he did in his. Thou, who. for the 
sins of others J didst thyself hang on the cursed 
tree, by the blood of thy cross save them^ who 
are justly condemned for their own sins. In 
thy merits, cause them to trust : into thy mer- 
ciful 
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ciful hands, we commend their spirits. O,- 
rescue their departing souls, from eternal mi- 
sery. Forgive them, in the ahundant riches of 
thy mercy, and save them jn the hour of judg- 
ment. Let the example of their fall be a warn- 
ing to others, that they come not into the same 
condemnation : — aixjl though they taste thy jus- 
tice in their ignominious death, let them find 
the sweetness of thy mercy ^fter it, — Amen^ 
Amen. 



THE 

CONVICT'S ADDRESS 

TO HIS 

UNHAPPY BRETHREN* 

^ My dear and unhappy Fellow-prisoners, 

CoNsiDERi>^G my peculiar ciroumstances 
and situation, Icannotthinkn^yself justified, if 
I do not deliver to you, in sincere Christiaa 
love, isome of my serious thoughts on. our pre- 
sent awful state. 

In the sixteenth chapter of the Acts of tbq 
Apostles, you read amemorablestory respecting 
Fatil SLud SilaSj who, for preaching the Gospel, 

* This address was delivered ia the chapel of Newgate 
by an unhappy clergyman a few days before his Execution. 

T," * • , m ^ ' • * f 
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were cast by the magistrates into prisooi ver. S3* 
— and, after having received many stripes, were 
committed to the jailor, with a strict charge to 
keep them safely. Accordingly he thrust them 
into the.inner prison, and made thbir feet fast in 
sthestocks. At midnight Paul and Silas, sup- 
ported by the testimony of a good conscience, 
prayed, and sung praises to God, and the pri- 
soners heard them; and suddenly there was a 
great earthquake, so that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken ; and immediately all the 
Qoors were opened, and everyone's chains were 
loosed. The keeper of the prison, awaking out 
of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, 
, in the greatest distress, as might well be ima* 
gined, drew his sword, and would have killed 
himself, supposing the prisoners to haye been 
fied. — But Paul cried with a loud voice, " Do 
thyself no harm, for Ave are all here."-^The 
keeper calling for a light, and finding his pri- 
soners thus freed from their bonds by the imper- 
ceptible agency of divine power, was irresistibly 
convinced that these men were not offenders 
against the law, but martyrs to the troth : he 
sprang in therefore, and came trembling, and 
fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought 
theni out, and said, " Sirs, What must I do 

TO Bk SAVED ?" 

", What must I do to be saved ?" is tlie im- 
portant question, which it becomes every human 
bieing to study from the first hour of reason to 
the last: but which we, my feUow-prisoners, 

ought 
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ought to consider with particular diligence arid 
inteuseness of meditation. Had it not been for- 
gotten or neglected by us, we had never ap- 
peared in this place. A little time for recollec- 
tion and amendment is yet allowed us by the 
mercy of the law. Of this little time let no 
particle be lost. Let us fill our remaining life 
with all the duties which our present condition 
allows us to practise. Let us make one earnest 
effort for salvation ! — And oh ! heavenly Father, 
who desirest not the death of asinner, grant that 
this effort may not be in vain ! 

To teach others what they must do to be savedy 
has long been my employment and profession. 
You see with what confusion and dishonour I 
now stand before you — no more in the pulpit 
of instruction, hut on this humble seat with your- 
selves. — You are not to consider me now as a 
man authorised to form the manners, or direct 
the conscience, and speaking with the authority 
of a pastor to his flock.— I am here guilty, like 
yourselves, of a capital offence; and sentenced 
like yourselves, to a public and shameful death. 
My profession, Which has given me stronger 
convictions of my duty than most of you can be 
supposed to have attained, andhasextendedmy 
views to the consequences of wickedness ferther 
than your observaiioin is likely to have I'eachedv 
has loaded my sin with peculiar aggravations ; 
and I entreat you to join your prayers with 
mine, that ifty sorrow may be proportionate to 
my guilt 
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I am now, like you/enquiring ** what I must 
dotobesaved r^' and stand here to communicate 
to you what that enquiry suggests. Hear me 
with attention, my fellow-prisoners; and in your 
melancholy hours of retirement, consider well 
what I offer to you from the sincerity of my 
good-will, and from the deepest conviction of 
a, penitent heart. 

Salvation is promised to us Christians, on the 
terms of Faiths Obedience^ and Repentance. I 
shall therefore endeavour to shew, how, in the 
short interval between this moment and death, 
we mayexert/ijfi/A, perform obedience^ and ex- 
ercise repentance^ rn a manner which our hea- 
venly Father may, in his infinite mercy, vouch- 
safe to accept. 

L Faith is the foundation of all Christian 
virtue. . It is that without zohich it is impossible 
to please G od'. I shall therefore consider, first, 
Hovf faith is to be particularly exerted by us in 
our present state. 

Faith is a full and undoubting confidence in 
the declarations made by God in the holy Scrip- 
tures; a sincere reception of the doctrines taught 
by our blessed Saviour, with a firm assurance 
that he died to take away the sins of the worlds 
and that we have each of us, a part in the 
boundless, benefits of the universal sacrifice. 

To this faith we must have recourse at all 
times, but particularly if we find ourselves 
tempted to despair. If thoughts arise in our 
minds, which suggest that we have sinned 

beyond 
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beyond the hope of pardon, and that therefore 
it is vain to seek for reconciliation by repent* 
ance, we must remember how God willeththat 
every man should be saved, and that those who 
obey his call, however late, shall not be rejected, 
— If we are tempted to think that the injuries 
we have done are unrepaired, and therefore, re- 
pentance is vain 5 let us remember that the re- 
paration which is impossible is not required ;. that 
sincerely to will, is to do, in the sight of him to 
whom all hearts are open ; and that what is de- 
ficient in our endeavours is supplied by the merits 
of him who died to redeem us. 

Yet let us likewise be careful, lest an errone^ 
ous opinion of the all-sufficiency of our Savi^ 
our'smerits lull us into carelessness and security. 
His merits are indeed all-sufficient ! But he has 
prescribed the terms on which they are to ope- 
rate. He died to save sinners, but to save only 
those sinners that repent. Peter, who denied 
him, was forgiven, but he obtained his pardon 
by zveeping bitterly. They who have lived in 
perpetual regularity of duty, and are free from 
. any ^ross or visible transgression, are yet bi>t 
unprsyfitablesei^ants: — What then are re^e, whose 
crimes are hastening us to the grave before our 
time ? — Let us "work with fear and trembling, *\ 
but still let us endeavour to '^ work out our sal- 
vation." Let us hope without presumption ; let 
us fear without desperation ; and let our faith 
animate us to that which we were to consider, 

Secondly, 



4 

llS8 A Companion for the Prisoner.' 

Secondly, *' Sincere obedience to the laws of 
God." Our obedience, for the short time yet 
remaining^ is restrained to a narrqw circle. Those 
duties, which are called social and relative, are 
for the ino§t part out of our power. We can 
contribute very little to the general happiness of 
mankind, while on thos^ whom kindred and 
friendship have allied to us, we have brought 
disgrace and sorrow. We can only benefit the 
public by an example of contrition, and fortify 
our- friends against temptation by warning and 
admonition. 

The obedience left us now to practise is 
" submission to the will of God, and calm ac- 
quiescence in his wisdom and his justice." We 
must not allow ourselves to repine at those mi- 
series which have followed our offences, but 
suffer, with silent humility, and resigned pati- 
ence, the punishment which we deserve; re- 
membering that, according to the apostle's de- 
cision, no praise is due to them who bear with 
** patience to be buffeted for their faults." 

When we consider the wickedness of our past 
lives, and the danger of having been summoned 
- to the final judgment without preparation, we 
shall^ I hope, gradually rise so much above the 
gross conceptions of human nature, as to return 
^ thanks to God for what once seemed the most 
dreadful of all evils — our detection and convic- 
tion ! — We shrink back by immediate and in- 
stinctive terror, from the public ^ye, turned as 
it is upon us with indignation aad contempt. 

Imprison- 
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Imprisonment is afflictive, an ignominious death 
is fearful! But let' us compare our condition 
\vitb that which our actions might reasonably 
have incurred.— The robber might have died in 
the act of violence^ by lawful resistance. The 
man of fraud might have sunk into the grave, 
while he was enjoying the gain of his artifice :— • 
and where thenhad been our hope ? We have now 
leisure for thcrught; we have opportunities of 
instruction : and whatever we suffer from of- 
fended laws, may, yet reconcile ourselves to God,^ 
who, if we sincerely seek him, will assuredly be 
found. 

But how are we to " seek the Lord ?" By 
the way which he hipiself hath appointed ; by 
humble, fervent, and frequent prayer.— Some 
liours of worship are appointed us; let us duly 
observe them. Some assistance to our devotion 
is supplied ; let us thankfully accept it. But let 
iis not rest in formality, and prescription : let us 
call upon God night and day. When, in the 
review of the times which w^e have past, any 
offence arises to our thoughts, let us humbly 
implore forgiveness ; and for those faults (and 
many they are and must be) which we cannot 
recollect, let us solicit mercy in general petitions. 
But itmust beour constantcare, that wepraynot 
merely with our lips ; but that when we lament 
our sins, we are really humbled in self-abhor* 
rence ; and that, when we call for mercy, we 
raise our thoughts to hope and trust id the good- * 

ness 



140 A Companion for the Prisoner* 

ness of God| aad the merits of our blessed Sa- 
viour, Jesus Christ. 

- The receplipn of the holy sacrament^ to which 
we^ball.be called, in the most solemn manner, 
perhaps a few hours before we die, is the highest 
act of Christian worship. At that awful moment 
it will become us to drop for ever all worldly 
thoughts; to fix our hopes sofely upon Christ, 
whosedeath is represented ; and to considerour- 
selves a3 no longer connected with mortality. — 
And possibly, it^ay please God to afford us 
some consolation, some secret intimations of 
acceptance and forgiveness. But these radia- 
tions of favour are not always felt by the sin- 
cerest penitents. To the greater part of those 
whom angels stand ready to receive, nothing is 
granted in this world beyond rational hope;^^ 
and with hope^ founded on j&7'(?wzVe, we may well 
be satisfied. 

But such promises of salvation are made only 
to the penitent. It is requisite then that vve 
consider, 

Thirdly, ** lAovf repentanceh to be exercised." 
Repentance, in the general state of Christian 
life, is such a sorrow for sin as produces a change 
of manners, and an amendment of life. It is 
that disposition of mind, by which he " who 
stole, steals no more ;" by which the '* wicked 
manturneth away from his wickedness, and doth 
that which is lawful and right." And to the 
man thus reformed, it is expressly promised, 
that ^' he shall save his soul alive." Of this 

repentance 
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repentance th^ proofs are visible, and the reality 
certain, always to the penitent, and commonly 
to the church with which he 'communicates ; 
because the state of the mind is discovered by 
the outward actions. — But of the repentance 
which owr condition requires and admits, no such 
evidence can appear ; for to us many crimes and 
tnany virtues are ms^de impossible by confine- 
ment ; and the shortnes$ of the time which is 
before us, gives little power, even to ourselves, 
of distinguishing the effects of terror, from those 
of conviction; of deciding> whether our present 
sorrow for sin proceeds from abhorrence of guilt, 
or dread of punishment; whether the violence 
of our inordinate passions be totally subdued by 
the fear of God, or only crushed and restrained 
by the temporary force of present calamity. 

Our repe-ntance is like that of other sinners 
on the death-bed ; but with this advantage, that 
our danger is not greater, and our strength is 
more. Our faculties are not impaired by weak- 
ness of body. We come to the great work not 
withered by pains, nor clouded by the fumes of 
disease, but with minds capable of continued 
attention, and with bodies, of which we need 
have no care ! We may therefore better discharge 
this tremendous duty, and better judge of our 
own performance* 

Of the efficacy of a death-bed repentance 
many have disputed: but we have no leisure for 
controversy. Fix in your minds this decision^ 
*' Repentance is a change of tlie heart, o( an 
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evil- to a good dispoisition." When that chwge 
b made, repentance is compleat. God wil\ 
consider that life is amendedj which would have 
been amended if he had spared it. Repentance 
in the sight of man, even of, the penitent, ig 
not known but by its Jruits; but our Creator 
sees the fruit, in the blossom, or the seed. He 
knows tliose resolutions which are fixed, thpsQ 
conversions 'which would be permanent ; an^ 
will receive them who are qualified by holy de- 
sires for works of righteousness, without exact- 
ing from themlhose outward duties, which the 
shortness of their lives hindered them from per- 
forming. 

Nothing therefore remains, but that we apply 
with all our speed, and with all our strength, to 
rectify our desires, and purify our thoughts; 
that we set' God before us in all his goodness 
and terrors ; that we consider him as the Father 
and the Judge of all the earth: as a Father, 
desirous to save ; as a Judge, who cannot pardon 
unrepen ted iniquity: that we fall down before 
him self-condemnedf and excite in our hearls an 
intense detestation of those critnes which iiave 
provoked him ; with vehement and steady reso- 
lutions, (hat if life were granted us, it should be 
spent hereafter in the practice of our duty : that 
we pray the Giver of grace to strengthen and 
itnpress these holy thoughts, and accept our re- 
pentance, though late, and in its beginnings 
violent: that we improve every good motion by 
diligent 'prayer; and having d^lared sxiA con* 

firmed 



. I 



A Companion far the Prisoner. 143 

firmed OUT faiih by the holy communion, — we 
deliver ou|selves into his bands, in firm bope^ 
that he who created and redeemed us will not 
iSuffer us to perish. Rom* v. 8. viii. S2. 

The condition, without which forgiveness is 
not to be obtained, is that we forgive others. 
There is always a danger lest men, fresh from 
a trial in which life has been lost, should re-* 
member with resentment and malignity the pro« 
secutOr, the witnesses, or tlie judges. It is in- 
deed scarcely possible, that with allthe prejudices 
of an interest so weighty, and so affecting, the 
convict should think otherwise than! that he has 
been treated in some part of the process, with 
unnecessary severity. In this opinion he is per- 
haps singular, and therefore probably mistaken. 
But there is no time for disquisition : we must 
try to find the shortest way to peace. It is 
easier to forgive than to reason right. He that 
has been injuriously or unnecessarily harassed, 
has one opportunity more of proving his sin- 
cerity, by forgiving the wrong, and praying for 
his enemy. 

It is the duty of a penitent to repair, so far 
as he has the power^ the injury which he has 
done. What we can c|o, is commonly nothing 
ipore than to leave the world an exampte of con- 
trition. On the dreadful day, when the sentence 
of the law has its full force, some will be found to 
have affected a shameless brayery, or negligent 
intrepidity. Si^cb is npt the proper behaviour 
af a convicted criminal. To rejoice in torfures 
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is the privilege bf^'hiartyr; to irieetaeath^whh 
intrepidity is the nght'bnly of inrtocence, if in 
, any haman being innocence cbuld'be found. ' <?f 
hiiD, whoselife is shortened by his. drimes, l\X 
lastdu ties are huihihly and self- abasfement. W6 
owe to God sincere riepetitance ; we owe to n>aa 
the appearance of repentance. -^'We ought hot 
to propagate an opinion, that he who lived in 
wickedness can die with courage; If the se- 
renity or gaiety with which some men have 
ended a life of guilt, were unfeigned, they can 
be imputed only to ignorance or stupidity, or, 
what is more horrid, to voluntary intoxicatiori:— 
if they were artificial or hypocritical, they were 
acts of deception, the useless and unprofitable 
crimes of pride unmortified, and obstinacy un- . 
subdued. 

There is yet another crime possible, and, as 
there is reason to believe, sometimes committed 
in the last moment, on the margin of eternity. — 
Men have died with a stedfast denial of crimes, 
of which it is very difficult to suppose them in- 
nocent. By what equivocation or reserve they 
may have reconciled their consciences to false- 
hood, if their consciences were at all consulted, 
it is impossible to know. But if they thought, 
that when they were to die, they paid their Itegal 
forfeit, and that the world had no farther demand 
upon ihem ; that therefore they might by keep- 
ing their o\^n secrets, try to leave behind them 
a disputable reputation; and that the falsehood 
was harmless, because none were injured ; — they 
Asd verylitOe considered the nature of society. 
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One of the principal parts of national felicity 
arises from a wise and impartiiladaiioistrationof 
justice. Every man reposes qpon the tribunals 
of bis country, the stabilj^ of possession, and the 
serenity of life. He, tMrefor^ who unjustly ex- 
poses the courts of judicature to suspicion, either 
of partiality or error^ not only does an injury to' 
those who dispense the laws, but diminishes the 
public confidence in the laws themselves, and 
shakes the foundation of public tranquillity* 

For my own part, I confess, with deepest 
compunction, the crime which has broight me 
to this place ; and admit the justice of my sear 
tence, while I am sinking under its severity.. 
And I earnestly exhort you, my fellow prisoners,, 
to acknowledge the offences which have beea 
already proved ; and to bequeath to our country 
that confidence in public justice, without which 
there can be neither peac^ nor safety. 

As few men suffer for their first offences, and 
most convicts are conscious of more crimes than 
have been broughtwithin judicial cognizance, it 
is necessary to enquire how farconfession ought 
to be extended. Peace of mind, or desire of 
instruction, may sometimes demand, that to the, 
minister whose counsel is requested/ a long^ 
course/ of evil life should be discovered :— but ^ 
of this every man must determine for himself.' 
To the public, every man, before hb departs 
from life, is obliged to confess those acts which! 
have brought, or may bring unjust suspidon 
upon others ; and to convey such information^ 

ii ^^ 



145 A Companion for the Prisoner.' 

m 

MB mtiy enable Iho^ who baire saflfered losses to 
obtain restitution. 

Whatevergood remains in otir power we must 
diligently perfbrfti.~We must prevent, to the 
utmost of our power, all the evil consequences 
of our crimes.— We must forgive all who have 
injured us.~We must, by fervency of prayer 
and constancy in meditation, endeavour to re* 
* press all worldly passions, and generate in our 
minds that love of goodness, and hatred of sin, 
vhich may fit ujj lor the society of heavenly 
fiainds.*— ^And, finally, we must commend and 
entrust our souls to him, Vho died for the sins 
of men : with earnest wishes and humble hopes, 
that he will admit us with the Jabolirers who 
•entered the vineyard at the last kour^ and asso- 
ciate us with the Mte/whom he pardoned on 
the cross ! 

To this great end, you will not refuse to unite 
with me on bended ^ knees, and with humbled 
fcefirts, in fervent prayer to the throne of grace f 
May the Father of mercy hear our supplica- 
tions, and have comp^sion i>pon us ! 

** O almighty Lorn God, the righteous Judge 
of all the earth, who in thy providential justice 
dost firequently inflict severe vengeance upon 
4SiTinersih this life, thattbon mayest by their sad 
examples etfectually deter others from commit- 
iiag the like heinous offences ; and that they 
themselves, truly repenting of their fkults, may 
escape the condemlnation of hell :"*^ok down 
in mercy n^n'ns; thy sorrMfulservants^ M-bom 

thou 
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thou h&st suffered to become the unhappy ob» 
jects of offended justice m this ivorld ! 

*^ Give us a thorough sense of all those evil 
thoughts^ wdrdsy9LX}A zoorks, which have so pro>«> 
voked thy patience, that thou h&st been pleased 
to permit this public and shameful judgment t<» 
fall upon us ; and grant us snch a portion of 
grace, and godly sincerity, th^t we may heartily 
confess, and nnfeignedly repent of every breadt 
of those most hoiy* laws and ordmanceSj whick$ 
if a man do^ he shall even live in them* 

^^ Let no root of bitterness and malice, no 
habitual and deadly sin, either df omission or 
commission, remain undidturb^ in our hearts ! 
Bnt enable us to make our repentance univer^ 
sal, without the least flattering or deceitful re* 
serve, that so we may clear our c^nisciences 
before we close our eyes. 

'* And now that thou bast brou^t us within 
the view of our long home, and made us <sensi« 
ble, that the time of our dissolution drawetk ^ 
near ; endue us, we bumWy pray tliee, O gra,-* 
cious Father) with sneb Christian fortitudei that 
neither the terrors of thy present di^pensatioifis; ^ 
nor the remembnjtnGe of our former sins, may 
have power to sink oar spirits into a 4mpwk^ 
dency of ^hy everlasting mercies in the adora^ 
ble Son of thy love. 

^* Wean ^our thoughts and affections, good 
Lord^ from all the vieun and deluisive enjoyments 
of this transitory world ; t4a< we may not wirf 
with patient resignation submit to the appointed 

H 2 ^Vt^ite 
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stroke of death, but that our faith and hope may 
he so elevated, that vre may conceive a longing 
desire to be dissolved from ' these H)ur earthly 
tabernacles, and to be with Cbristi which is far 
better than all the happiness we can wish for 
besides 1 

^'And in a due sense of our own extraordi- 
nary want of forgiveness iit thy hands, and of 

, our utter un worthiness of the very least of all 
thy favours— of the meanest crumbs which fall 
from thy table—Oh ! blessed Lord Jesus ! make 
us so truly and universally charitable, that in an 
undissembled compliance with thy ovvn awful 
command^ and mostendearingexample, we may 
both freely forgive and cordially pray for our most 
inyetera,le enemies, persecutors, and slanderers! 
Forgive, them, O Lord, we beseech thee — turn 
their hearts, and fill them with thy love ! 

"Thus,. may we humbly trust, our sorrowful 
prayers and tears will be acceptable in thy sight. 
Thus shall we be qualified, through Christ, to 
exchange this dismal bodily confinement [and 

• these uneasy fetteris]] for the glorious liberty of 
the sons of God. — And thus shall our legal 
doom upon earth be changed into a comfort- 
able declaration of mercy in the. highest hea- 
vens: — and all through thy mp^t precious an4~ 
all-sufEcient merits, Q blessed Saviour of man- 
kind !— who with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, livest and reignest ever. One God, world 

ivithout end. Amen.*' 

THEFT. 
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THEFT. 

SOCH unhappy persons as have been tempted 
to sTiAL, or who have committed any lesser act 
of fraud or dishonesty, are earne^ly entreated 
before they are led on to greater crimes, to 
consider the deplorable condition of the 
. THIEF and the robber as it is described in the 
folldwing extract from a discourse on th6 isighth 
commandment. [Forster, vol. iii. Serm. 12.] 

The FIRST thing, that will immediately oflFer 
itslelf to our thoughts, is that to which the name 
ot theft is more peculiarly appropriated ; whether 
ithe clandestinestealing^ where no alarm is given, 
or robbery committed by violence to the terror 
or personal hurt of the party injured. The^^e 
, miserable offenders, while their cr/we^ ideserve 
detestation^ are ^Aew^^/t^e^ proper objects of oiir 
pity and compassion. For their infelicity is often- 
times beyond expression, beyond even the con» 
ception of an honest and iipright mind ; and 

J;reater than they themselves, with all Xh^xvstupe- 
actioneindinsensibilityf their audacious defiance 
of divine and human justice, atid the help of 
artificial incentives to a resolute and intrepid 
execution of their wicked and mischievous de- 
signs, can, with any tolerable share of quietude 
and composure, bear up under. A brief enu- 
meration of particulars will be sufficient to set 
their deplorable condition in a true light: to 
inspire sentiments of horror at the most distant 
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apprehension, the bare possibility of being our- 
selves involved in the same labyrinth of guilt 
and intricate distress ; and, of consequence, a 
Strong aversion to all such beginnings of vice, all 
such introductory acts of inj.usUce, as may lead 
in the end to so abandoned, so fatal an extreme* 
The criminals, of whom we are now speak- 
ing, have renounced their humanity ^ and all the 
rights ^liA privileges that naturally belong to it* 
ybey have broken the tie by which they stood 
related^ both in point of common affection and 
interest to the rest of mankind. They have 
engaged theml^lves in an independent faction, 
a pernicious confederacy against universal 
Tight and public order; and distinguished and 
marked themselves out as foes to the whole 
$pecies; and ar^, therefore, most justly outcasts 
from human society, and treated, from the great 
law of self preservation^ and in necessnrif de^^ 
fence of property, like other w/'/^aud ungovern- 
jable creatures, to a level, with whom they have 
voluntarily degraded themselves —and whose 
instinct of nature it is to hurt and to destroy. 

And besides their being, upon this account, 
declared infamous by the laws of civil govern-. 
POentj and exposed to the insufferable vengeance 
of God, the universal and righteous J udgei, 
whose soul "hateth the wicked, and him that 
loveth violence ;" they are liable to continual 
anxieties, and most dreadful agonies of guilty 
' remorse, and have no relief from within^ nor 
security from without^ while danger and ter- 
ror surround them on every side, Their only 

ixxtevvcUs 



ifitii&r^k of wiiat looks like. aelfeajoynMQ^^ 
properly speakiog^ aceneB of madne^s^xii which 
ibeir 'spirtta are unnuturatty in&emed^ ^od 
l^wdn€js<9 arid liot oblilerftte and extii^gu^b^ 
tbfiiightj and wbidv therefore, though choaQtv ; 
9^ mitigations of present pain^ are upoa the 
whole arv increase of tfaeic guilt and mmrjf^ 
But whea natwe ii reoovered itQxi^lhxAviolcHQ^r 
and has, m sotne measure^ slmken off tbe load 
that waa thrown upoi> it to suppress its fcintf 
and wise admaoitiai:^; when reasoa is unfair 
.W^edi aod begios again to e^ner/ itself; tbe.foi^ 
mf^r distractioQS and iaqmetudea are remmd^ 
aocd perhapa ^i& redoubled force, for their 
.havipg i)ee« checked, not by pr^r knitmsr 
feut hy, criminal debauches. The offeadcr is 
forced to retire, from tlie society and converse 
,^f mstnkind, for fear of being discovered, antf 
n^adie 9S%9pe9% and igmmniom example of pu(ir 
licjusJtice. He veilsu himself ttoder the shades> 
of nigJit^ and sleah from one obscure and ^^lise 
tetreat to another ; is alarmed ^npon the lea^ 
CMimati^H ; knowis that even the persons, with 
whom he intrusts hie ilia, can have ito confidence 
safely reposed in them ) and runi the hazard 6£ 
bting, every moment, betrayed by his compia*' 
nion$ in rapine aad dishonest spoil. ' 

This, which has been already represented^ is 
a $cepe of misa7 to which none of the natural 
and unopt^oidabie calamitus of life^ however 
gricvQHSy vkQci\\^ pangs oi death ix%e\iy in the 
track cxf virtue ami bop;our>bov\*ever ■ciW^K/, can 

H 4 ^^'^ 
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beai* any prpportion. But imagine the crimirial 
to be detected, and secured within the reach of 

, justice, and fresh infelicities (not included in the 
-fortrier frightful catalogue of evils^ resulting 
from theft and robbery) arise, and present them- 
selves to our vien* Hia agony springing from 
'^uilt must, at least^ be the same, and h\i fears, 
It may be supposed, will croud more thick and 
close upon him ; and in ih\s depression of spirit 
and amidst the conflict of such confused and tu- 
multuous passions, how is it possible for him to 
endure the ghastly and distorted looks of his 
fellow-criminals, anticipating their fate, the rat- 
tling of chains, the horrid aspect of a solitary 
and rueful dungeon^ the hourly expectation of 
death, the gloomy .formalities that precede it, 
the violent J infamous, public, execution ; with 
but little hope, in general, of the mercy of God, 
-and too just apprehensions of a future, more 

• ^reeidfulcondemnation. For it is scarce possibl^^ 
for such heinous transgressors as these, to have 
anj'' good degree of assurance of the sincerity of 
their repentance, without which the everlasting 
mercies of God are not to be secured ; since 
.their sorrow and contrition did not commence f 
till Hell and destruction were imagined to be 
near, and lay, in a manner, open and naked, be* 
fore them; and therefore may be suspected to 
be r^iher a mechanical passion, a kindofiV2^^/;fc^ 
occasioned by the melancholy situation to whicli 
they have reduced themselves, than the effect of. 

4:omiction and ingenuity, and a real in ward dispo- 
sition 
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sUionof mind, alienated from theirformer vices. 
But supposing their spirits not to be sunk and ' 
darkened Jby the least tincture of despair ; but 
ra.ther presumptuous and elate^ and absolutely 
J earless with respect to futurity ; yet if they are 
impenitent (of which there is the utmost danger) 
this unconcern^ this confident and relentless 
teh[iper,is the circumstance^ in the whole train of . 
their misfortunes, that ought to be mostardently 
deprecated ; because, being blinded by so fatid 
an error, their future destruction must be una- 
voidable. They enjoy, indeed, a few moments . 
of ease, and pleasing fond delusion ; which mlji 
soon vanish, and aggrayate their succeeding mi- 
series. 

** Take Aeeic/, brethren, lestthere be in ant of 
YOU an evil heart of unbelief in departing froQpt<< 
the living God." And ** exhort one another 
(laily while it is called to day, lest any of you 
BE HARDENED throughthedecdtfulness of sin.'' 
Heb. iii. 12, 13. 



AN 

EXHORTATION TO PRISONERS. 

It is a great morcyolGad, not to suffer 
men to ruin themselves both in this world, and 
in thai which is to come. For this end, he is 
plea^sed to make use of several woid erf ul me*. 
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tbods, for the red aiming wicked and ui^4)dl.y 
*(Jen from the error of ^heir evil ways. Among 
^hich, the afflictions which he sends upon suci> 
persons are the ntoftt cofumoi^ 

By these he endeavours to put a stop to their 
'sittful courses, by arresting theijr spirits a while, 
that they may reflect upon their former wicked 
^esj and consider what will be the consequence 
of Xht^m, and so repent «od amend them before 
H i$ too latiu This thej/ ar« not always so senr 
is4ble of astbey should be, who are afflict edin ibis 
ifiann^r; and ar(s therefore apt to tntcrmjur and 
f^maat God's punishmentSyj^ather than suffer 
tl^m to havfi thoAgvod^eciiipon them, whjch is 
designed and intended by their gracious God. 
'■' But if tiiey would consider at all^ I would ask 
fh^tn, in the i^artie of God, who they think is 
ttveir greatest friend, one tbat^ncoureges them 
. td enjoy " the pleasuiies of sin for a season," 
which will betray them to everlasting destruction 
afterwards; or he that puts them to soine trou- 
ble nowj that they may avoid being eternally 
miserable hereafter 1 

Now this is the case, God who cannot lie, 
hasthreatened eternal destruction to all impeni- 
tent sinners, "Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish/* St. Lukexiii. S. And what 
sort of persons those are which shall be shut out 
Df the kingdom of Heaven, he has told us by 
bis apostle, St* Paul. Tfans^ i Cor. vi. 9^ JO. 
^^Know ye not, that the ^unrighteous shall 
not i^berit the kingdoni of GodT Be mot de** 
I ceivedi 



c«iv0dt miiher fefmMtWK nor kloltiterBt^ nor 
^dult^rers, noi- ^ffer»i w.te, nor abuaersj orf tbemr 
s^lves with iMokindt iK)r thi§y69» nQrcovqtoua, 
nor druokwds, nor nwil^re^ nor extortioneriii. 
shall inhtjrit the kjngcbni gf God." Again, 
Gal. V. 19, &c. " jN<w ti*e w^rks of the flesh 
are manifest, which we tbi9se, adultery, fornicar 
tion, uneleanneps, lasciyi»u§neP3, idolatry, witiphi* 
craft, hatred, var jaaefi, ewulationi wrath, strife, 
€editioD6» her^3i99, eiivyioge» murders, drunkei> 
nees, revelliog^ and^uebiik^s of the which I 
tell you before* aa I have ofteQ told you in time 
pa8[t, that th^ff whieb do ^ueh thiogs, i^U not 
inherit tlie kingdom of God." Agaia> Heb. 
xiii. 4. ^' WhorefDOOgers and adulterers God' 
will judge.'.' And in Bay. %^i* ^^ It is said;. 
*^ But the fearfiil, and ii»i)elieyiog, apd the abo* 
minr.ble ami murderersr aod wborenaongerj, 
and sorcerers, and idoUt^fs, ai>d all liars, shalt- 
bave their part in ihe labe "which burnetb with 
fire and brioiiBtoncu ivbicb^ tiae second death." 
Ai^d moreover Christy vfbc is to be the judge 
of ail men at the last day« bas -told usy wfaai be 
will then say io those tbatdhali be placed on his 
left hajod^ thai; is, to thi3 vicked mi tingodly i 
y Depart from xne^ ye cursfit, into^everlasting: 
fire^ prepared for the .derii jHud ibis aogefe." 
Matit. Kxy, 41. 

And then, as he argues iDJOUOiher ca;set Is \b 
QOt better fojr men ib part mitb a limb, to /deny 
tbeimelves io some Jhelovisd hist, to >uAd^go 
some present shame, or aomesbortaffiictionip: 

H 6 tJaSa. 
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this worldi so tb^y may be happy for ever here* 
-after, rather than to ii?e at ease in their sins 
iiow^ to be suffered to go on in their villanies in 
Ibis life^ without any check, and then ' be cast 
into Hell afterwards '* into the fire that never 
shall be quenched, where the worm dietli not : 
-buttheresball be weeping and wailing and gnash*^ 
4ng of teetli to all eternity.'* St Markix.43, 44. 
J^tfitcUeriousltf and eftenmih yourselves upon 
these things. Ttunk, howGod,instisad of this 
prison might have shut you up in Hell^ froxn 
whence there is no escaping ; ^had he not boen 
infinitely gracious in sparingyou, that yon might 
see your folly^and amend it. Take care e^peci* 
ally to avoid all intemperance^ and do not think 
to deceive the tediausness of your conjinementy 
by the sinful pleasures of that. This will stitl 
provoke God to be more and more angry with 
you, and will really be the occasion of greater 
judgments upon you afterward, iov Xhsx seeming 
pleasure which you find by it now. That will 
pass away presently, hxxttheguUt it leaves upon 
yoursoul, without a Utttr repentance, will stick 
to it for everi and sink it deeper into perdition. 
You may deceive yourself but not God, for 
" God is not mocked/' Gal. vi. 7. 

If you will now make a good use of these 
afflicting circumstances, which God, in his pro- 
vidence, has tirou^^t you into, for this very 
{)urpose, that you may repwtdXiA amend, he will 
j^'grdddus to you in the pardon of all your past 
ijlns. ^^Siit if 4l|6 wicked will turn from all his 

sins 
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sins thatfae bath committed^ and keep all my 
statutes^ and do that which is lawful and right,, 
he shall surely live, he shall not die. All his 

^ transgressions that he t\ath committed, they shall 
not be mentioned unto himp in his righteousness 
that he bath done shall he live. Have I any 
pleasure at all that the wicked should die, saith 
the Lord God, and not that he should turn from 
his ways and liye r" Ezek. xviii. 21, 22, 23. 

But if you will ** not hear the rod, and who 
has appointed it," Micah. vi. 9, if you will not 
suffer ** the goodness of tpod to lead you to re-. 

. pentance ; know tiiis for a most certain truth, 
that the more heavy and dreadful will your jKwi- 
nishment be in the next world, the longer you 
have abused God's patience, mercy, and good^ 
ness, in this. 

Do not so much contrive, how you may 
escape the temporal punishment, as how }^u 
may make your peace with God, and so avoid 
.that which is eternal. The afflictions and punish- 
ments which you meet with now are short, they 
are the effects of Gqd's mercy : they are sent to, 
correct and amend you, not to destroy you. But 
the punishments of Me ()Mer world oxe the effects 
of his anger and zvratky which will never be ap- 
peased, but you must suffer the vengeance of 
eternal Jire. " O consider this, ye that forget 
God, lest he pluck you away, and there be none 
to deliver you." Psal. 1. 22. 

Remember, that you now are shut out from 
business and conversation in the world> you have 
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n greatdeal'of time in your hands, which under 
this restraiot of your bod^, may be improved to 
the benefit of your souC Let a considerable 
part of it therefore be spent in reflecting up)on^ 
your past lives, in expressing your hearty sorrow 
for the wicke^lness of your actioqa, and io praying 
to God most earnestly for pardon of tbeai, 
ifarough the merits of his Son Christ Jesus* 
God will hear those that call upon- him nout^ 
end do t7'uly turn from all their wickedness : but 
there is no repentance in the other world, ** As 
4be treefalleth, soitheth,'' £ccles« xi. 3. As 
deaih finds men, judgment will take theoi ; no 
crying, nor tears, nor even prayers will avail 
them any thing then. God will stop his ears 
for ever, and will not bear them hereafter, vfho 
will not hear him now when he calls upon them, 
nor be obedient. Prov^ i. ^4w to the end is well 
worth your reading Yery often ; ** Because I 
have called, and ye refused^ I have stretched 
out my hand, and no man regarded, but ye hacva 
set at nought all my counsel, and would none of 
my reproof: I also will laugh at your calamity, 
I will mock when your fear cometh ; when, your 
foar cometh as desolation, and your^destruction 
eomethasa whirlwind; when distress and anguish 
oometh upon you : then shall they call upon 
me, hut I will not ansu^er, they shall seek me 
early, bu tthey shall not find me, for thatthey bated 
knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the 
Lord ; they would tione of my ootinsd : tiiey 

despised 
. 3 
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despised all my reproof. Therefore shall they 
eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled 
with their own devices : for the turning away of 
the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of 
foolb shall destroy them. But whoso hearkeneth 
to me shall dwell safely, ^ad shall be quiet fron> 
fear of evil." 

Lastly, Tliink, if God sliould ever deliver 
you out of this gloomy place, how you can best 
make amends to those whom you have injured^ 
and set yourself iw good earnest to do it ; for he 
will never be accounted by God to have heartiljf 
repented of the injarj/ he . has done to others, 
who does not, when it is in bis power, m^kk 
reparation. ; 

Whatever good Resolutions you made in your 
confinement^ remeittl^r to perform them wheo 
you are set at Libeft^^ and take heed that yoa 
return not again to your o/df vicious courses, for 
" God has no pleasure in fools, pay that whi<^ 
tliou hast vowedf*' Eccles. v. 4 ** Now tbou 
art made whole, go and sin no more, leet i^ 
worse thing happen unto tliee," St John v. 14w 
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A- 

SERIOUS EXHORTATION TO CRIMINALS^ 

* CONFINED FOR 

SMALL OFFENCES. 



You that come under this class^ are for the 
most part, raw and inexperienced youth, wbo, 
not aware of the consequences, have beep 
drawn in by older offenders, to commit those 
crimes, for which you are now imprisoned. 

Now as the offences y6u have committed^ 
are not very heinous ones, or have not beea 
repeated, regard will most probably be had to 
your years, and you will, after proper chastise- 
ment, be dismissed from these walls. Happy 
should I esteem myself, could I say something, 
that might induce you to reform your behaviour 
when you are gone from hence, and incline you 
to become good men. 

Be assured then, that besides the punishment 
inflicted on you by the judge, you have much 
more to fear in another, world from Almighty 
God, who made you : for you have offended 
against him, as well as against the laws of your 
country ; and the moment you die, then begins 
a tormient, that will last for ever and ever, unless 
you make your peace with him, before you de- 
part 
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part hence. Now^ the way to do this, must be 
by .sincerely repenting: of what is past, and 
leading a new life for the future : in which case 
God will forgive you for the merits of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ 

But before I urge these considerations m 
their full force, I will lay before you the con- 
sequences of your present conduct in regard to 
this world, point out the difficulties ^ou must 
expect to meet with, if you shall be prevailed 
upon to reform, and endeavour to shew you the 
best method of overcoming them. 

What brought you at first into this unhappy 
course of life, was your aversion to work : for 
having long accustomed youi-self to idleness, 
you was almost under a necessity of stealing to 
supply the cravings of hunger ; and unhappily 
faHing into the company of very wicked and 
abandoned men, you was persuaded by them 
that you might safely venture, without any 
danger of being detected : and by this means 
you have been induced to commit the crime for 
which you now suffer ; and great fear is there, 
as I observed, that when you are released from 
hence, you will pursue the same course^ till 
at length you are condemned to a severer 
punishment 

For 1st, Vou will meet with many who will 
use all possible arguments to persuade you to 
persist — they will commend your dexterity, and 
induce you to think, that your having been de* 
tected was a mere accident, that may not happen 

again: 
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agam; they will tjell you, they tbemsehea bave 
J^iK)vvn many (which undoubtedly ia absolutely 
false) who bave long subsisted in this way, aad 
were never discovered; and therefore why 
should you not hope for the same good luck? 
But supposing these discourses make no im- 
pression uponyouy (which is^aluiost too favour- 
able a supposition,) supposing you concave 
such an horror for a prison, that when once 
you escape from hence, you are resolved to do 
nothing that may be the means of bringing you 
hither again ; yet tbem^ will be great danger of 
your being staggered in your resolutions merely 
from the difficulty of procuring a subsistence y 
for, you being destitute of character, good 
people will hardly venture to employ you : an<j|, 
hunger becoming eharp^ and your old compa* 
nions not failing to renew their solicitations, 
and you yourself having forjgQt the miseries of 
a prison, you may too easily be drawn in to 
engage once more, and so finish a short and 
miserable life by an infamous death. To avoid 
this, keep up the impression, which the horror 
of your confinement has once made, as fresh 
as you can upon your mind ; and resolve to 
submit to any drudgery, rather than inclir the 
like misery again. And although you must be 
contented to undergo hardships at first, yet take 
courage^ and be assured, that if it once appears^ 
you are really reformed, there are many who 
will take a pleasure in befriending you : and you 
yourself after tome experience will find such 
jl satisfaction in your new way of life, compared 

wit hi 
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with jour former, that you will have less an4 
less ioclinatioQ to return. You wHI often recoU 
lect, that whilst you was engaged in bad courses, 
you had a constant terror upon your mind^ for 
fear of a' discovery ; and that the m>st you could 
boast of, was some hours of riot and debauchery, 
which however were always intermixed with jea«» 
lousiesand suspicions, and frequently ended in 
quarrels and bloodshed : and when these nf>o* 
ments of jollity were past, great uneasiness for 
the most part ensued, yoii not knowing some*. 
times where to procure the next morsel of bread. 
Young as you are you cannot but confess thiir 
has frequently been your distressed situation* 

Now these terrors, and this dread of starvinsd 
you will happily be delivered from : you will b^ 
under no necessity of lurking in obscure corners, 
and shunning the face of man: you will lie down 
to your rest undisturbed at proper seasons, add 
rise refreshed and cheerful : you will make to 
yourself real friends, who will be ready to shevy 
you kindness in cases of distress^ instead of those 
wicked and pretended friends, who were for* 
noerly your companions, and who, after the most 
solemn protestations, would have felt no re^ 
morse in taking away your life. . 

There are two particular directions I would: 
wish you to bear in mind, as what I am convinced 
will be of great service : 'the one is/ That as all 
labour will at first be very irksome, on account 
of long disuse, insomuch that you will think it 
almost impossible to submit to it for a continur 
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ance, and thereby be tempted perhaps to give 
it over; you would only be prevailed upon to 
persist for a time, assuring yourself that habit 
will render it easier and easier, till at length it 
will cease to be irksome. The other is ; By no 
means associate with your old companions: flee 
from them directly, if you meet them, and'euter 
into no parley with them : there will be very 
little probability of your reclaiming them, and 
much danger of their enticing you back to your 
old courses. 

I will now apply myself to you in a religious 
consideration. 

I observed that the ojQfences you have hten 
guilty of, have been committed against God, as 
well as the laws of your country ; and that, what 
you have to fear from him, is much more ter- 
rible than what you can suffer from the sentence 
of the judge : know then assuredly, that we do 
not lie down to die like the beabt, and perish for 
ever ; but we must rise from the grave to give 
an account of our works; at which time, all 
those who shall be found to have done good, 
shall go into everlasting life, but evil doers into 
everlasting fire. It is easy to foretel what your 
doom must have been, hadyou gone on in pur- 
suing those courses you have lately followed. 
As it is, you have a blessed opportunity afforded 
you, of making yourself happy in this life, and 
everlastingly happy in the next; and that is, by 
becoming a sincere good Christian, What is 
requisite to form this excellent character, you 

will 
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ivill easily learn from some of those valuable 
books of piety, which are now in almost every 
one's hands ; and which will very fully inform 
you (from^he Scriptures) in the true nature of 
a Christian's duty. However, if you are M ia 
loss, consult Some worthy clergyman, who will 
take a pleasure -in instructing you. llie shi>rt 
and plain advice I shall give you, is as follows* 
In the first place, have recourse to your cate- 
chism, and read it through with great care and 
attention, considering it asan excellent guide to 
instruct you both what you are to practise, and 
what to believe in order to salvation .—next, 
procure a morning and evening prayer, and re- 
solve to use them constantly, with the greatest 
earnestness you are capable of, as knowing you 
are speaking before Almighty God, who se^th 
the heart, and will hear or reject you according 
to your sincerity. — On the sabbath, let no con- 
sideration whatever prevent you from attending 
God's public worship: for, besides it being your 
indispensable duty so to do, as it is a day of lei- 
sure, if you are not employed in good works, 
you will be almost unavoidably drawn away by 
idle companions to engage in bad ones; for it is 
universally acknowledged, that there is no surer 
inlet into all manner of wickedness than the 
breach of the sabbath. — In all your undertakings 
in life, make the sincere desire of pleasing God, 
your constant rule;— venture upon no one action 
that your conscience telis you he will notapprove 
of; thus you will preserve your conscience your 

friend^ 



\&6 A Companion for the Prmner. 

friend, which will give you more comfort thari 
the riches of the whole world. If at any time 
you are surprised into sin, Jhave no peace 
within yourself till you have sincerely repeDted, 
and asked forgiveness for the sake af Jesus 
Christ. And' upon the w^hole, be assured, if 
you can be prevailed upoti to proceed in this 
blessed course to the end, you will experience 
as much happineds as this transitory life is ca- 
pable of affording, vrith this additional satis- 
faction, that you have a promise from God> 
who cannot deceive you, of bemg completely 
happy with him to all etkrnity. A thousand 
and ten thousand times will you break forth 
into raptures of the sincercst gratitude for hi3^ 
goodness in giving you grace to see your error 
before it was too late ; for that otherwise yon 
might long ago have been in the number of 
those to whom it would have been good never 
to have been born. 



./ 



ADviCi: 

TO 

PERSONS IN CONFINEMENT, 

HOW TO BEAU SOLITUDE AND WANT. 

When men are prisoners, whether for debt, 
of for crimes, they will be apt to lament and 
complain, especially wliere they are kept long 

in 
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in pnsoti^, under the bunkn oi^^Htudeox want^ 
or both. They «ife shut up from their friendst 
and acquainlance, and are much straitened for 
the conv^ences, it maybe for the necessaries^ 
of Hfe. I shall therefore give them some brief 
dj'rections how to conduct tbemsetves, that they 
may receive benefit from each of these bitter 
ingredients in the cup of wretchedness which 
poor prisoners miast taste. . 

And first as to soUtaiGk ;'*^i\v9X indeed is « 
punishooent as coming to them against their 
wills, as their imprisonment is; but nothing is 
more fit to be their choice, if they would make 
repentance tiieir business. For he must retire 
ifrom th^ world who would in earnest converse 
with God, and loc4c into himself The moat 
holy persons do this at certain times^ as the best 
means of keeping their accounts even with God» 
anfd perfecting their repentance ; and all meti 
have reason enough to wish for an opportiraity 
of retirement before their deaths ; especiaiiiy i^ 
thofdgh.advaiiced in age, they are young in pe« 
nitence. For when men at first enter upon tte 
great work of repentance, it is extrenaely ad« 
visable and more than ordinarily noedfel for 
them, to retire from the noise, and i)ii8iness, and 
diversions of the world, that they may have 
little else to do, but to attend it; and that they 
may keep out of the way of their fornaer evil 
courses, till Ihey have unlearnt them: and of 
their trorrupt acquaintance and companions^ 
till they can withstand and deny their solicita- 
tions; 



168 A Companion for the PrMner. 

tions; and of those temptations of the world 
which have ordinarily been too liard for tbetn 
hitherto^ till they have considerably formed, 
and fixed^ and fortiGed their holy resolutions to 
such a degree as to be able to overcome them* 

Let prisoners therefore make repentanice 
their work and business in prison, and then 
they may thank their prosecutors for the benefit 
of their solitude and melancholy retirement, and 
make it their own hearty desire and free choice. 
If they employ it 'to converse with God>and to. 
know and amend themselves, which they may 
do if they please, and will do if they are wise to 
dp well for themselves, their imprisonment will 
become the means of their spiritual and etetnal 
profit. And thus, what God sends to punish 
your sinsj O ye poor prisoners, by your wise use 
thereof yoH will convert into a remedy for them. 
And this alone will change that confinement, 
which may come upon you as a curse, into the 
greatest blessing. 

And to make that confinement easy to you in 
the practice, which this way will be so blessed and 
beneficial in theefiects, keepyour fancy fromruh- 
Jiiogout after the noise, the diversions, and busy 
occupations and entertainments of the world. 
Discontent and roving desires abroad are the 
greatest cause of disquiet and vexation in being 
shut up. But keep your mind at home, and 
vour desires within bounds, and the want of 
those liberties abroad >v'hich you covet not, and 
which you daily see do hurt to others, and bt^ve 

formerly 
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formerly done very much to yourself, . will sit 
light upon^ you. .. > , 

; Aod^^^doijklery that as you are hereby kept 
out of tliu^f J^Usines^ aod enjoyments, so are you 
likewi^e^ out of the .temptations, and, if you 
please^ may be out of the cares of this world. 
Aad ordinarily the temptations of liberty have 
more of daoj^r,. and of the cares of trouble 
and sorrow^, ;than^ th^ enjoy me&ts thereof can 
fairly recompence. 

Perhaps you fancy, that you are now as one 
taken almost out of the world. But what if you 
be? Yoa have seen evil enough, and done too 
much in it, to be fond of it; and this recess, 
from the worl^ affords you great advantages of ^ 
making yourself ten thousand times more happy 
in another world. And if imprisonment is bid- 
ding adieu to the world, consider, that this time 
of your commitment to prison is not the first 
time of your renouncing the worjd, for every 
Christian doth this when he is baptized. Thev 
all profess to be as persons out of this world, 
and to keep hearts free and disengaged from it, 
and to live above it : and if men are really of 
this mind, it will not affect them much where- 
soever God calls them to make their abode in it. 

You are restrained also to one place, and must 
move but in a narrow compass. But iif by God's 
blessing you can have your health, and be easy 
and quiet under this confinement to one placed 
may you not well be contented not to change 
whilst you are well, and whilst such is the will 

I of 
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of God ? and if it please God to send sickness, 
though you were at home sickness would confine 
you to your own house, or it may be to your 
bed, which is a narrower compass than a prison 
is. It is worse being a prisoner to a disease than 
to the keepers of common prisons. And dis*- 
eases, as the worst of jailors, bring their pri- 
soners, into such a dose custody, as is much 
more irksome and afflictive than any other is. 
You are shut up indeed, but you may be at 
rest, and sit at ease ; but under a disease you are 
shut up too, and perhaps corffined more closely, 
and that too with constant pain and anguish. 

Butwhatever restraints you are under in prison 
as to your body, yet remember, that even there 
your mind is free; your thoughts may go abroad, 
and run over all the great occurrences of your 
life, and fetch in matter enough to busy yourself 
withal^ even all those things through all your life 
"which you should be sensible were done ill, and 
which you have yet space before you die to 
correct and make better. You .have liberty to 
think as much as you please of God and of your- 
self, of the joys of Heaven, and the termors of 
Hell, and the vanity of this world, and of all 
things else which may either direct or comfort 
you, and be of use either to your soul or body. 
Nay, the more your bodyis restrained, and the less 

J^ou have left to mind of other things, the more 
iberty you have for these thoughts. And there- 
fore ir spiritual things and employments are your 
design, instead of being a place of incumbrance 

and 
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and restraint, your prison is a place of leisure 
and freedom. Take away the name of prison, 
as an old author advises, and call it a retire* 
inent; and that is no hindrance, but the greatest 
opportunity and advantage to true penitents, and 
spiritually and beaveoly minded persons. 

And then secondly, as for the other em bitter- 
men t of tswxw^ VLtid poverty, when God is [leased 
to send it too, be patient under it, and set your- 
selves to gain as much by it as you can. And 
if you please, you may gain abundance more 
thereby in spiritual exercises and improvements, 
than yourbearing all its temporal hardships and , 
inconveniences will amount to* 

Whpn you .are brought tberefore to a poor 
estate, be sure you takecare to be poor in spirit, 
and to indulge no thoughts but what are suited 
to your paverty. Donolletyour desires wander, 
or your fancy please itself with reflecting upon 
your former abundance and enjoyments; but 
look now only £or such things as are fit for a 
person in your present. want an^l your estate to 
desire and think of 

As a poor man then, be content if you are 
reduced to a coarse and frugaldiet, and a nriean 
habit, and a bard bed. Be content if you have 
nothing else but necessaries, which God provides 
for all his creatures, even *^ the beasts of the 
field, and the birds of the air" who, as our 
Lord observes, have no contrivanee to ^ Hay up 
stores'* for themselvcfs. Nay, esteem and own 
yourself unworthy even of these necessary pro- 

1 2 vi&io^V 
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visions, and think it not enough to be contented 
with them, but be thankful for them : * and seek 
them without solicitude, or mistrusts of ProTi- 
dence ; but After a cheerful care spent in the 
best ways you have to compass them, quietly 
rely 6n God, and trust him for them. Do what 
you can to have them of your own ; if that suc- 
ceeds not, apply to them who are like lo pity and 
relieve you. God sometimes puts it into the 
hearts of those to give, whom you do not ask, 
and sends it to you, you know not how. 

And in your poverty be sure to be bumble. 
Be willing and contented to be maintained what 
way God pleases ; and if he bring your state to 
need an alms, let not your spirit be above it; 
think not yourself too good to receive, or, if 
need be, modestly to ask it And bC/ patient 
where you meet with repulses, and thankful for 
all that is given you, whether it be little or 
much ; yea, even for good words and compas- 
sionate answers where you receive nothing else. 
And if under a poor estate you can, by God's 
grace, arrive at this true poverty of spirit, you 
are a rich poor man ; you are poor in this world 
but ^' rich in faith and good works," as our 
blessed Saviour Christ, and his apostles, «nd 
earliest saints for the most part were ; and may 
comfortably hope through his grace, to have 
your humble, holy, and obedient poverty re- 
warded at last together with theirs, with un- 
speakable richesi honour, and happiness in his 
heavenly kingdom. 

And 
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And having after this sort received and im^ 
proved both your poverty and your Mlitude, 
look upon them again with a discerning and 
impartial eye, and then tell me what cause you 
have to repine or complain of them. Judge of 
them, not by the opinions which other people 
pass^ but by the good use which you yourself 
make of them. They are certainly good, ex- 
ceedingly good to you, when you receive and 
improve them after this manner ; and therefore 
are' things, not only tor you to bear; but to bless 
God, and to be thankful for them. 



ADVICE 

TO 

HABITUAL EVIL LIVERS. 

To visit people of this character, when they 
come to die, is so frightful and so di^cult a part 
of a clergyman's, duty, that one would be at 
any pains to prevent so afflicting and so uneasy 
a task ; and which can only be prevented by 
dealing with such people very often and plainly^ 
while they are in health. 

By representing to them the danger they are 
in while they live in open rebellion against God. 
That as sqi^e as God is just, he wHl odl them to 

. I 3 a severe 
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a severe account for the abuse of his good 
Greatur%s^ — for defiling their own bodies,— for 
tempting others to sin,r-for nnis-rspending that 
very time which God has given them to work 
out their salvation, — for the evil example they 
give, — forleadingan idle and unprofitable life,— 
and for dishonouring Godf his lawsj his name, 
and his day :— ^upon all which accounts:, they 
are under the displeasure of Almightf God; 
his judgments are hanging over their heads con* 
tinually ; . nor have they any hopes of nofercy 
but by a speedy repentance. 

For (as it is plain from God's word, Gal. v. 
19.) the sentence of eternal death is already 
pronounced against them, and God only knows 
how soon it may be executed. — JVhoremongers^ 
drunkards^ unjust^ profane, and even the unpro- 
fitabltj shall not inherit the kingdom of heaven, 
but shall be cast into outer darkness, where 
the worm dieth not, and where the fire is not 
quenched. - 

By doing this faithfully, a pastor will keep 
the conscience and the fears of a sinner awake ; 
he will sin at least with uneasiness, and finding 
that sin is a real slavery^ he may perhaps at last 
resolve to seek for ease in the ways of God's 
commandments. 

That he mfty do so, we ought to s6t before . 
him the happiness which he is yet capable, by 
God's grace, of obtaining ; for the very design 
of the Gospel (as Jesus Christ himself tells St. x 
Paul, Acts XX vi. 18) is, to turn menVrom dark- 
ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 

God, 
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God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins* 
and an inheritance amongst them that are sane* 
tified by faith in Christ Jesus. 

After this a pastor must endeavour to drive 
him from all his holds of false hopes and vain 
purposes^ For iniitance, — of repenting time 
enough hereafter: as if sinners could repent 
when they please, or as if it were enough to b^ 
sorry for one's sins, which a man may be when 
it is toa late to amend and to ^' bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance. " Let him therefore 
see that by deferring his repentance, he makes 
it still i¥K)re difficult to repent, and that when 
once he has filled up the measure of his sins, he 
must after /Ao/ expect neither grace nor pardon. 

Lest he should depend upon the goodness 
and- long- suffering of God, let him know that 
this ought to lead him to repentance. 

That it is a great mercy that God, notwith- 
standing all a sinner has done to provoke hrm^ 
will yet restore him to favour, and be a father 
to him. 

Let him know that there is certainly evil 
towards that man, who sins and prospers in his 
sin, it being a sign of God's greatest displeasure, 
and that he leaves such a man to himself, a 
condition the most to be dreaded. 

Let him be assured, that if once the sentence 
of the unfruitful tree is passed, '*Cut it down, 
why cumberetji it the ground," the prayers and 
tears of the whole world cannot save it. 

> J 4 And 
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And lastly, endeavour to convince him, that 
God is just, as well as good, and that he hath 
already shewn, that his mercy and goodness can 
be provoked, since he has condemned creatures 
of a much higher and better order than we are, 
even the very angels themselves, when they re- 
belled, ^f which he hath reserved in everlasting 
chains unto the judgment of the great day." 

After this, represent to him the mercy of 
God, in sparing him so long, and not cut- 
ting him off in the midst of his sins ; his readi- 
ness to forgive all such as truly turn^unto him,- 
and that there is joy inheaven over a sinner that 
repenteth. 

And that he may not think his case desperate^ 
(as great sinners are apt to do, when their con- 
sciences are awake) orthat it is a thing impossi* 
ble to overcome the evil habits he has con* 
tracted ; let him understand, that as the good- 
ness, so the power of God is infinite ; that the 
same Spirit which raised up our Lord Jesus 
Christ from the dead, can raise asinnerfrom the 
death of sin unto a; life of righteousness. This, 
let him steadfastly believe, and use his endea* 
' vours, and such a faith will work wonders. 

Now, if a sinner is once brought to a sense 
of his evil condition, and has thoughts of be- 
coming a new man, he will still want his pastor s 
assistance and advice, what methods to take in 
order to his sincere conversion. 

And first, he must be told plainly, that he has 
a work of labour and difficulty to go through ; 

such 
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Such as will* require thoughts of hearty great 
patience, earnest prayers, ; and earnest endea- 
vours, self-denial and perseverance : but then he 
must consider, that it is for his life, and that 
Jesus Christ has tpld us, *^Tbat straight is the 
gate that leadeth unto life." 

He must then be made sensible, that as of bim* 
self he can do nothing, so by the grace of God 
he can do every thing that God requires of him^ 
whiph he must pray for with the concern of one 
that is in earnest. .To his prayers he must add 
his best endeavours, that is, he must avoid the 
occasions of sin ; — keep out of the way of tenip- 
tations ; — avoid all company that may any way 
divert bis thoughts from his holy purposes ;— he 
must fast, and deny himself a great many things 
which his corrupt heart ankers after. And if 
these things appear difficult unto him, let him 
ask himself, whether it is better to do so now, 
than to dwell with everlasting burnings here* 
after. 

A sick man, for his health, will do all this z—- 
' he will avoid company ; he .will observe rules j 
lie will take very bitter potions ; he will endure 
very many things to make the remainder of his 
life comfortable. A sinner that considers^ that 
his soul lies at stake, and that eternal happiness 
or misery will be the event, will not think any 
thing too much which God prescribes. 



I 5 l.K^^^^'' 
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EXHORTATIONS PROPER FOR SERVANTS. 

Servants ought tiot to imagine that the 
meanness of their condition tvill free them from 
being accountable to God for their behaviour in 
that state of life in which his providence has 
placed ihem. They afe as ca|i<ible of eternal 
happiness, and as liable to etef httl tnisery, as the 
inasters they serve, and as strict an account will 
be required of them ; and therefore the apostles 
are very particular in setting down the duties of 
their calling, and the sins they ought to be most 
careful to avoid. 

For Example :— That they should be diligent 
in their business, not with eye-service, as men- 
pleasers, but as the servants ofChrist, in single- 
ness of heart, fearing God ; " Knowing that of 
the Lord they shall receive a reward.'' Col. 
iii. 24. 

They should often be put in mind to make a 
conscienc^of their master's interest, that nothing 
under their care be lost or wasted by their neg- 
ligence. "This is to shew all good fidelity.'* 
Titus ii. 10. 

To be exactly just and honest, tio\. purloining 
as the apostle speaksr^ but remembedng that he 
was an Unjust stetoardy ami not to be imitated 
by any honest servant, who made himself friends 
at his tiiaster's cost. Liake xvi. 1. 

To bear with patience the orders and the re- 
proofs of those to whom they are subject, not 
only to the good and gentle, but also to the 
froward, St. Peter saith expressly, That such 

sub- 
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submission is not only a duty, but a dutj ac- 
ceptable to God.'' 1 Peter ii. 20. 

They shall have a strict charge given them— 
to avoid lyings which is hateful to God, [Prov, 
vi. 17.] and tale- bearings which is the occasion 
of much sin and mischief. Not to corrupt their 
own, or other's hearts and memories with filthy 
stories, wicked songs^ or profane compressions. 
Never to be tempted by the authority of a wicked- 
master, or by the example of a wicked fel- 
low-servant, to do any thing that is unjust, dr- 
travagant, or any way unlaivfuL To avoid 
sloth and idiiness, which arq^very bad characters^ 
of a servant. 

They should be often called upon to be care^ 
ful to keep the Lord's-day holy. 

Servants have a special right and interest in 
that day, given them by God himself, — not to 
spend it4n idleness aijd vanity, but. in. going tQ 
Church, and hearing God's word, and begging 
his grace, comfort, and blessing, that whatsoever 
thdr lot is in this life, they may not fail to be 
happy in the next. 

For this reason they should be put in minfd^ 
that their state of life does not excuse them from . 
praying to God daily as well as they can, that 
ihey may faithfully discharge their duty, and pa- . 
tiently bear the burthen laid upon them ; which 
the meanest servant will be better conteni with,. • 
if he IS put in mind of out blessed Lord, whc), : 
though he was the Son of the Most High, yet 
he took upon him the conditidn of a servant, to 
teach us humility, and that the lowest condition 
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is acceptable, to God, where people are careful 
to do the duties of such a state. / 

Lastly ;-^Ser vants should know, that labour 
is the punishmept of sin appointed by God him- 
self, who passed this sentence upon Adam, [Gen. 
iii. 19.] *^ In the sweat of. thy face sbalt thou 
eat J)read ;'" condemning him ^nd his posterity 
to labour and toil, that they might look for rest 
in heaven, since there is so little true satisfaction 
on earth. So thatstich as accept of this punish- 
men t in submission to the appointment of God, 
have indeed a better title to pardon and happi*^, 
^ess than such as spend their lives in ease and 
pleasure. 

EXTRACTS 

I 

FROM 

BISHOP WIL&ON'S MAXIMS OF PIETY. 

Afflictions. 

Why should a living man complain of the 
punishment of his sins? All sin must be punished 
here or hereafter; justice requires it, as well as 
the nature of our condition; for health and 
prosperity are most likely to corrupt us. The 
crossonly can bring us back to God. We judge 
of our merit by the worldly advantages we enjoy. 
God 16 forced to shew us our mistake, and our 
dependence upon him, by afflictions, &c. He 
that is uneasy under the cross, would serve Gpd 
with ^at which costs him nothing. Let us 

consider 
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consider the issues of prosperity and adversity, 
and then we shall easily perceive by which we 
have been most gainer3. 

Afflictions are always useful, especially when 
they eblige us to have recourse to God. 

Atonement. 

The offering such condition to the party of- 
fended, as he shall judge proper to accept^ for 
the offence committed, and sufficient satisfaction. 
Thus Jesus Christ offered to God such satisfac- 
tion as he was pleased with, for the sins pf 
mankind. 

Calamities 

Arc always good, both in their original, 
(which is from God) and in their end, either t& 
exercise the §ood, to chastise offenders^ or to 
punish the wicked 

When we pray for the removal of calamities^ 
we should first lay aside the sins that are the 
occasion of them. 

People too oiftep consider the calamities 
themselves, rather than the sins which . have 
drawn them down. 

Christ Crucified. 

A sacrifice on which depended the salvation 
of the whole world. 

Jesus Christ on the Cross. All men were with 
him on the cross, because he there supplied their 
place as their victim. ' 

We ought to humble ourselves ibr b^ing so 
miserable, that nothing but the death of the Son 
of God could save us. 
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Necessity of Chris fs death. If nothing had 
been done to deter us.fron> sm, both God and 
his pardon would have been despised. 

Conscience. 

God only needs to deliver a sinner to his own 
conscience, to be avenged of his sin. 

Conscience is the present opinion a man has 
of his own actions. 

When n)en have once suffered their con- 
sciences to.be governed by their passions, the 
'vilest wickedness will be called a zeal for God. 

When conscience forsakes a man, the Spirit 
of God does so too. 

Peace of conscieiicCy xxevev to he obtained but 
by the rooting out of sin. — This will support 
you under all worldlyafBictions, and enable you 
to go through every difficulty of life, when you 
know that you are in the way to heaven, and 
endeavQuring to please God. 

Evil Condensation. 

If you see any man industrious to propagate 
impiety, infidelity, a disregard to God's laws, 
and discipline, be assured of it, that man is an 
agent of Satan. 

A man never converses with evil people, (un- 
less in order to convert them) who does not 
leave them with bis heart infected, — his mind 
obscured,— his senses tainted, — hi« faith vveak- 
ened by their maxims,— his hope lessened, — 
and all his grapes corrupted. 

3 Cor- 
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Corruption of our Nature. 

This is the first principle of piet,y and reli- 
gion. ' 

He thdt will carefully look into his own heart, 
will certainly find either all vices, or the seed of 
ail vices, ready to grow up, if not rooted out. 

Custom. 
Disorders are not less criminal for being 
common, nor will they be less punished on this 
account. 

Damnation. 

Men need not be at pains to go to hell ; they 
will go there of course, if they make no resist* 
ance, but leave themselves at liberty* 

Death. 

Our happiness or misery begins when we die. 
It is only your sins that can make you afraid of 

dying. 

It concerns us more than our life is worth, to 
know what will become of us when we die. 

When death comes, we shall either be infi- 
nitely happy, or infinitely miserable, as sure as 
we now live, as sure as God is true ; so that there 
is no trifling in a matter of such concern. 

If we look upon death only as a punishment 
to which we, as sinners, are justly condemned; 
we could have little comfort in the thoughts 
of it. 

But if we look upon it in another view, as - 
a sacrifice for sin, which God will mercifully 
accept of, in union with the death of hU Soa^ 
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for the pardon of all our offeDceSy provided we 
submit to it as^due to our sins, the thoughts of 
death will then be matter of real comfort to ns. 
Our only confidence is to be derived from 
God's mercy in Jesus Christ, ^ith full purposes 
ofdoing our duty. 

Dejected Spirit. 

You must not always expect sun-shine, but 
to have your turn of darkness, &c. Let not 
this make you uneasy. You can do nothing of 
yourself. He that gives joy, can and will, give 
you strength to bear sorrow. 

Do every thing with a desire to please God, 
let what will come of it ; then you are safe ; all 
will be well at last. 

God has very often granted the greatest 
favours to the greatest sinners. As instances of 
his mercy and goodness, &c. that none may de- 
spair, who seek him in sincerity. 

Despair. 

Consider what God can do, and you will never 
despair of success.. 

God never leaves us till we forsake hiuj. We 
do this, or are in danger of doing so, when we 
forget very often to think of him, and to live as 
if in his presence. 

No man is fallen below the4)ower of God to 
raise him. 

All people ought to be brought to despair of 
salvation without holiness of life. 

We 
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We never seek Christ too late, or to no pur- 
pose, when we seek him with sincerity, humility, 
and a, penitent heart. 

Divine Grace 

Repairs all the mischief which sin has made 
in our nature, — recovers us from the slavery of 
our lusts, — dispels the darkness of our under- 
standing, — heals the infirmities of our will, — 
cures us of self-love, carries us from the crea-w 
ture to the Creator, — and from being enemies^ 
makes us children of God. - 

Dreadful Truths 

Are not to be forborne for fear of casting men 
into despair. They are rather to be often incul- 
cated, to force sinners, by the sight of their 
dangers, to throw themselves into his armsj who 
is the only refuge of all sinners. 

Eternity. 

Consider things as they have regard to eter-* 
nity. 

Eternity y Death. Jhe only happiness of this 
life is, to be secure of a blessed eternity. 

Eternity^ Time. Now is the time in which 
we must chuse what and where we must be to all 
eternity. There is no time to be lost, to make 
our choice in. 

When eternity lies at stake, be that loseth 
one day, hazards all. 

Fears. 
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Fears. 

He that attempts to get rid of his fears, by 
running from God, will infallibly increase them* 

Men are too apt to flatter themselves thatGod 
will not be so severe as he has threatened. This 
hardens men in sin, and makes them boldly 
vejiture upon damnation* This is to represent 
God as a God not terrible in judgment. Let a 
just fear of God's vengeance have its proper 
ejflTect, &c. The Spirit of God makes use of 
flames, of fire and brimstone, tp awaken us, to 
represent it to us. 

You see, therefore, the folly of those who 
say that there is one event to the righteous and 
the wicked. [Eccl. ix. 2.] That it is in vain to 
serve God. Mai. iii, 14. 

You hear, on the other hand, whatthe Psalmist 
says, and which is worth your laying to lieart,^ 
That in keeping God's commands, there is the 
great reward, a reward which eye hath not 
seen, &c. 

God Almighty. 

It will be a dreadfu^ thing to be convinced of 
the power of God by the terrors 6f his justice, 
rather than by the greatness of his mercy to 
sinners, and such as trust in him. 

Omniscience of God, 

God sees every thing* This is matter of 
comfort to good men, and matter of terror to 
the wicked. 

' Grace 
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* Grace of God, 

Not an infosed habit or (Quality ; but such 
ci[eugastaiMies, ordered by God, as incline a 
man to consider and atteiid to tlie things which 
concern his salvation: a!S for example — A fit 
of sickness, or some calamitous accident ; — this 
awakens the soul, makes it hearken to reason : 
these reasons are either suggested by the Spirit, 
or by his providence offered by a good book, 
sermon, or friend, and often produce an effect, 
which, if God had not so ordered every thing, 
all the reason in the world could not have 
wrought bis conversion. 

God^s Hatred gf Sin. 

How, great must it be, wi|en he punished it so 
terribly in the most noble of his creatures, the 

very angels, 

Grace. 

God givesgrace, but be gives it only to thosi 
that labour and pray for it. 

God has proitiised his grace and Spirit to 
those that ask; he has not done so in respect 
to any temporal good things. 

Whatever favours are s-bewed to men, who 
either have no right to them, or have forfeiti^d 
their right, must be said to be of grace. 

The grace of God, amongst other ways, works 
upon .«s, by setting certain thoughts strongly 
before us, and by keeping off oithera ;— by dj- 
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verting us out of the way of temptation, and 
when we meet with sucb^ by suggesting such 
reasons as are most proper to convince us, 
and by making us attend to them, &c. 
. I'o say we have not power to do what God 
requires of us^ is blasphemy. 

Impurity. 

An habit of impurity extinguisheth all the 
principles to a Christian life* 

Inconsideration. 

We are afraid of representing things, of the 
greatest concern to us^ to our minds by frequent 
meditation, lest it should make ds uneasy. And 
our misfortune is, we are not uneasy enough ; 
but can this unthoughtfulness binder what 
God has declared sfiall follow ? 

Judgment. 

Judgments delayed are generally most terri- 
ble, when God suffers sinners to fill up the 
measure of their sins. ' 

Judgments of God. When once the most 
scandalous sins becomegenerally matter of mirth 
rather than of sorrow and shame, we have 
reason to believe that the Judgments of God 
are not far off. 

Labour. 

** In the sweat of thy face thou shftlt eat 
bread." To labour therefore, is a duty from 

which 
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which no man living is exempt, without for- 
feiting his right to daily bread. 

We are obliged to it, as weare men^ by this 
sentence : as we are Christians in conformity to 
Christ, whose life was all labour and sufferings ; 
and as sinners^ we cannot be; reconciled to 
God but by labour and pains. 

No man living is excused from labour of 
some kind or other, either ofthemindbr body, 
though his worldly circumstances be never so 
good. Innumerable are the evils occasioned ^ 
for want of being convinced of this truth; 
such as plays, clubs, diversions of all kinds, 
drunkenness, tippling, &c. 

Libertine. 

* 

Why are too many pleased to hear religiop 
ridiculed? Is it because it is ridiculous? No: 
but it is because men's lives are corrupt, and 
they wish secretly that there was no truth in re- 
ligion. 

Libertines fear nothing: " the devils fear 
and tremblie." 

The Night cometh when no Man can work. 

We seldom consider this till it is too late.— • 
Time is often a burthen :— and yet eternity de-- 
pends on it. We cannot always do what we 
wish to do; but we can always do what is, 
proper to our condition, and that is what is 
best pleasing to God« Vaiq amusements, use- 
less 
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leiss correspondencies, unprofitakbte cenviers^- 
tions, are all lima lost. 

Number of Sinners 

Does not binder God from exercising his 
vengeance upon them, though it may some- 
times prevent the punishments of men, 

Obstinact/. 

Sad is the condition of that sick person who 
is afraid of being cured. We do not consider, 
that this is the case of an infinite number of sick 
souls.' 

Penitent. 

A penitent sinner is no longer a sinner in the 
sight of God. 

Prayer. 

A sinner, that prays for any other mercies 
but the grace of repentance and conversion, 
must not expect to be heard. 

God knows our wants ; but he commands us 
to pray often, that we may often think of him, 
which we cannot.do without actually believing, 
hoping in, and loving him, as the only being 
able to satisfy our desires. Now, these acts 
beget habits of faiths kope^ and love ; and it is 
for this reason tbcit we are commanded to 
pray,— that we may get these habits. 

The eloqueace of prayer consists in our pro- 
posing our WADte to Cod in a plain manncir :-9- 

" Lord 
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** Lord^ if thou wilt, thou canst make me whole. 
Lord,fhelp me. Loj'd, increase our faith. Lord, 
save us, or we perish." 

Woe to them whose prayers God hears as he 
did the prayers of the Gergesenes, when they 
prayed Jesus Christ to depart out of their 
country. 

Religion 

Does not depend on our opinion ; its princi- 
ples are as sure and lasting as God himself. 

They that live without religion will die with- 
out any hopes of happiness. 

Wicked men, not being able to eicuse their 
principles or their lives, endeavour to ruin the 
authority of that word, and those pastors, which 
reprove therh. 

Repentance. 

There is no repentance where there is aot a 
change of heart. 

Repentance is the great privilege of the 
Gospel, obtained by the satisfaction made by 
the Son of God, that we may be pardoned oil 
our repentance, which we never could have 
hoped for without that satisfaction. 

There is no other choice, but repentance or 
damnation. 

The devil aims at two things with regard to 
sinners ; ^herto hinder them from repenlAUce, 
or to make them repent as Judas did. 

NotKvRi^ 
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Nothing is troublesome to us, so long -as we 
are not obliged to change our heart 

By repentance^ we are to understand a new 
nature, a new life. There is no difficulty in 

this. 

Reprobate. 

It is one of the greatestjudgments in the world, 
to be left to ourselves, and to be permitted to 
act as we please. 

When, having laid aside the care of their own' 
souls, men labourto corrupt and destroy others, 
it is then they are filling up the measure of 
their sins apace. 

Satan. 

All the power he has over us is that of temp- 
tation ; force us he cannot. 

No good Christian ought to be afraid of him 
or of his instruments ; because he is a slave of 
Christ's, and can do nothing without his leave. 
But a sinner ought to fear him, because he is 
the minister of God's justice and vengeance. 
Wherever Christ does not reign, the Devil 
does. 

Holy Scriptures. 

He that reads them, with a purpose to profit 
by them, will find them clear, and his duty de- 
^rmided. 

Read them with humility, not to appear mor6 
knowing, but to edify. 

The 

8 
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The Holy Scr^tures teach us how, by re- 
pentance and faftb, we may recover God's fa- 
vour here, and be happy forever. 

1 

Sensuality. 

That you may have your portion with beasts 
in this world, you are content to have your 
portion with devils in the next 

" Whoredom .and wine [Hos, iv. ll.];take 
away the heart," that is, its right judgment,; 
taste and perception o£ things. 

Religion requires .a greater mortification of 
the pleasures of the palate, than is generally 
thought of. Sensual, a man may be, without 
intemperance ; " sensual, not having the spirit." 
saith St* Jiide, " Earthly, senaual, devilish," 
James iti. 15. 

Sin. 

Where there is a real abhorrence of evil 
there w'ill be a proportionable care to avoid it* 
** Abhor that which is evil." Rom. Xii. 9 

Sin'is no sooner committed,.biit the judgment 
is passed :-— no sooner did Ahab gp to take pos-^ 
session of Naboth*s viqeyard, bat the prophet i% 
sent with this message from God to him : **IH 
the place where dogs licked tlie blood of Na- 
bothj shall dogs lick thy blood, eveu thine/ 
Christians do not consider this* 

All 1iift Includes in it at heimy rebelHon; and 
idoliitfy: This should be well considered. 

K /»«: 
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The evil of sin may be known from the atont'^ 
ment that was necessary to make satisfaction to 
the divine justice, and from the punishmeuf 
which it will be attended with, — everlasting mi- 
sery; which even infinite goodness has assigned 
it. 

God often permits sin, -even in the elect, that 
he may make their fall instrumental to their 
conversion and salvation. 

God sees in sin the good which he designs' to' 
bring out of it; otherwise he would never per- 
mit it. 

Sinners often find themselves forced to see 
their sin and their danger, when theyendeavour 
to shun the sight of them with the greatest care. 

It is extremely dangerous to take even oile 
step in the ways of sin ; since it is so difficult to 
retreat, and since it almost necessarily leads to 
another. 

When a man is once out of the way of God, 
be easily falls from one sin to -another. 

When a man is not only content to neglect 
bis own salvation, but is industrious to ruin 
others, he is then filling up the measure of his 
sins. 

&n and rvickedness. The more we see in 
others, the more ^vc ought to fear for ourselves. 

The sins of others shew us what we ourselves 
should be without the grace of Christ. 

We have reason to bless God, that he has not 
taken us oflf by a sudden stroke of death, every 
time we have sinned, as he did Ananias and 
Sa|)phira. 

Sin 
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Sin punishable. Few people are so bliiid as 
to flatter themselves^ that God will permit their 
sin to go unpunished. What then do they do 
to divert so uneasy a thought? — Why, they en-» 
deavour to stifle, to divert such thought. 

The crime of Satan was, his not bein£f con- 
tent with the state of a creature, which depends 
entirely upon God. God therefore sustained 
him no longer by his grace, which was by him 
disowned. The same befals men, who, for - 
want of humility, do arrogate (ascribe) to them-^ 
selves those things whichi are God's; that iS) 
every thing that is good. 

There is no sin wbiqb a man ought not to 
fear, and to think himself capable of, since we 
have in our corrupt will the seed of every sin. 

Sins of impurity. It was these sins which; 
brought destruction, an entire destruction upon 
tHe Canaanites^ People do not consider this, r 

Sinners. 

To punish sinners, God need only abandon 
them to their own passions; — they will soon be 
miserable. 

The greatest misfortune does JFiot Consist in a 
man's being a sinner, but in his not knowing* 
the danger and the remedy of sin: and in re- 
jecting the saving hand of his physician whQ 
would^^heal him, and the means he proposes 
for bis recovery. - ' 

The condition of a sinner ;— To be perpetual- 
ly vexed at his own folly and.weaktjess;— to* 

' • K2 ' da' 
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do suchdiiags as be inwardly condemns; to 
be afraid of that light which would discover him 
to himself and others; — to be afraid of what 
may come hereafter, &c. 

Consolation to sinners. Though the sio be to 
us inveterate and incurable, yet it is not. so to 
an AUwise, Almighty physician. 

Since nothing but the death of Cbrist could 
save u$, this shews indeed, the greatness of our 
misery, and ought to humble \x%. But then, 
how infinite is the "mercy of God to sinners, 
since he would vouchsafe to give his only Son 
to die for us : this ought to support us. 

Soiitude 

Is tl>e school of wisdom ; i t is tl^re she teaches 
us secrets which the world are uttier strangers 
to. [Hoseaii. 14.] "I will bring her into the 
wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her/ 

We know the world, by conversing with 
othei^; but ourselves, by coiivei'sing with God 
and ourselves. . 

Sout 

Remember tliat you ai^ something more 
than body. 

Statt of Trial. . 

Man is in a state of trial. Tliis trial is for 
eternal happiness or misery. ' 

We continue here pn earth only tb be purifi- 
e4f and tb be rendered worthy m that happi- 
ness for which God has designed us. 

They 
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They that be wholes Sgc. 

The said condition of those who are afraid of 
seeing their danger, and of being cured, is more, 
common than is. imagined^ 

It is God's way to make us sensible of our 
wants, and the necessity of extraordinary help,, 
before he thinks fit to afford it. 

Nothing but the sense of a present unhappi- 
ness, or a prospect of immediate danger, will 
put us upon seeking, locking out for relie£ 
While /they that aire in love with their maladies, 
and think themselves safe in the midst of ene*- 
mies, and well under the most mortal diseases^ 
neglect their recovery and the means of their 
salvation. 

Time 

Is very precious, when the salvation of our 
souls is concerned. . 

Remember the advantages that may be made 
of time— everlasting happiness.— Remem- 
ber what you lose by losing it. 

JVickedness. 

Whenever you are contriving, or doing any 
evil thing, consider who it is that sets you at 
work, — that the devils drive you. That should ' 
terrify you indeed. 

fVilfulsins. 

It is dangerous to commit the . least wilful 
fault, because it may have the greatest evil con- 
sequence. 

K 3 &OVL^ 
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SOME 

CONSroERATIONS 

SUITBD TO THC ' 

CONDITION OF A PENITENT PRISONER, 

> 

^ WHO IS DB$IROUS TO ' 

i 

' FOR8AXB HIS SINS AND AMEND HJS iJFlBtft, 



Consider the grievous scandal you have-' 
given hy your crimes^ enticing others to sin, 

II. 

Consider your baptismal vow, and your 
shameful breach of it. . 

HI. 

Consider the four last things, death, judg^ 

WKNT, HEAVEN, HELL. — Keflccl tOO UpOD 

eternity. 

IV. 

. Considerthegrievoussins of GAMING, lying, 

STEALING, SABBATH-BREAKING, DRUNKEN- 
NESS, &c.— yoursiris of onii^sionas well as com* 
mission. 

* Abridged from Rossell . 

Consider 
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V. 

Consider what Christ has suffered for our 
sins; that nothing was found able to satisfy God's 
wrath against thenii but the blood of his only 
Son Jesus Christ. 

VI. 

■ • 

* - * ' . 

> Consider sin -as the breach of God*s holy law, 
com»iitted against his wonderful goodness, mer- 
cy, and forbearance ;. which should have led yo<u 
to repentance, 

VII. 

Bewail your natural inbred corruption, as 
wieli as actual sins and transgressions. 

vlii* 

Christ came to restore us to the divine image 
that we lost, by the offence of Adam. 

IX. 

The great design pf the Gospel of Christ is 
to sanctify our natures, to spiritualize our souls, 
and raise our affections ^bove sensual objects. 

X. 

Consider the shortness and uncertainty of this 
present life, the vanity and unsatisfactoriness of 
all the comforts of it ; and of how small value 
they are in comparison of the fubess of joy, the 
unmixed pleasures, ahd everlasting glories of 
the life to come. 

.■ii..j k4 XI* Cou^vdftx 



XI. 

* Consider the nature, guilt, and punisbaieiit of 
, sin in general. Think of those sins in parti- 
•. Qular of which you have been guilty, and the 
dreadfulness of the punishment which God has 
threatened against them. If your mind is awa- 
kened by the terrors of the Lord, you may fly 
, jfor refuge to the mercies of the Oo8pel» where 
- pardon is offered, through the merits of Christ, 
to the greatest of sinners upon their repent* 
ance. 

xii. 

You must pray with the prophet J|:ii£miah^ 
Turn thou me^ and I shall be turned : heal »ie, 
and I shall be healed. " For it is God," saith the 
apostle, '' who worketh in us both to will aad 
to do of his good pleasure.** 

XIII, 

When you have prayed, take heed you do 

not obstruct^ desist, or witlistand the grace of 

'God, that you do not put his word from you : 

as it is said. To day if iftwiU hear his voice, 

harden not your hearts. 

XIY. 

I 

Coqsider after what manner we must testify 
and manifest our repentance. Tlie prophet 
Joel tells us, TVe must turn unto the Lord with 
all our hearts, with fasting, and weeping, and 
mourning. 

Consider 
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XV., 

tonsider that the blood of Christ will be of 
no proJit to any but those only, who with a 
contrite, afflicted, penitent, bumble, and be- 
lieving heart, embrace it 

\ xv«. 

Consider seriously the following sentences,, 
selected from the Holy Scriptures. * 

" Remember your ways, and all your doings,, 
wherein ye have been defiled, and loath your- 
selves in your own sight, for all your evils that: 
ye have committed." £zek. xx. 43. 

" Repent, and turn yourselves from aH your 
transgressions, so iniquity shall not bey our ruin.'.* 
Ezek. xviiL 30. 

'* Wash you, make you c4ean, put away the- 
' evil of your doings. Cease to do evil : ; learn to > 
do well." Isaiah i. 16, IT. 

'^ Sin no mor^ lest a.worse thing come untO; 
thee." John v. 14. 

"And, remember from whence thou art' 
fallen, and repent, and <1q tiie first works, or 
else I will .come unto thee quickly." Rev. ii. J, 

" It is appointed ottto all men once to die : 
but after this the judgment/' Heb. ix. 27^ 

'^ All that are in their graves shall hear his 
voice, and come* fortb: they that have done 
^ood unto tberesuFreotioB of life;; himJ tfaeythat > 
hkveddneevil unto the i«suriiectjkM) oifdaoinar- 

^tion.*' JofcH r. «$, «». 

If 



./ . •!' 
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^'If we confess our sinSy be is fdithful, and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousnes3.'' 1 John i. 9. 

/' The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin." 1 John i. 7. ' 

^' If any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, JesOs Christ, the righteous, and he is 
the propitiation for our sins." 1 John ii. 1, S. 

" Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
siuners." 1 Tim. r. "15. 

** There is joy in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine 
just persons that need no repentance." Luke 
XV. 7. 

*' God be merciful to me a sinner!'- Luke 
xvni. 13. , 

** Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out 
all my iniquities* Create in me a clean heart, 
O God; and renew a right spirit within me,^ 
Psalm li. 9, 10. 

Amen^ Lord Jesus, Amen. 



l/-. 'li ' , , " ■ W. '■'■■■, I 

t , 

THE 

BAPTISMAL VOW. 

YoTJ promised at your baptism, 

I. To renounce the devil and all hid works^ 
the pomps and Vanity of this wicked world, aod 
all the sinful lusts of the flesh. 

g. To 
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S. To believe all the articles of the Christiao 
faith. . 

3. To keep God*s holy will and comaiand- 
mentSi and walk in the same all the days of thy 



life. 



THE TEN COMMANPM£XTS« 



I. . 

Thou shalt have none other Gods but me^ 

II. 

Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven 
image, nor the likeness of any thing that is ih 
heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the 
water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow 
dovirn to them, nor worship them : for I the 
Lord thy God, amajjealous God, and visit the 
sins of the fathers upon the' children, unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate 
me^ and ^hew mere/ unto thousands in theiip 
that love me, and keep my commandments.^ . 

Thou shah not take the name of the Lord^ 
Iby God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him^ 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

Remember that thou keep holy tbe Sabbath«> 
day. ; Six day^ shalt thou labour and da all tha£ 
thou bast to do ; but the seventh day la the 

id ' Sabbath) 
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SAbbtth of the Lord thy God. In itthoo shalt 
do no manner of work, thou, and thy son^ and 
Ifay dutigfater, thy man servant; and thy maid- 
ii^rvftnt, thy catde; and tlie stranger that is 
within thy gates. For in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in 
them is, and rested the seventh day; wherefore 
the Lord blessed the seventh day, and hallowed 
it, 

• V. 

Honour thy Father and thy mother, that thy 
idays may be^long in the land, which the Lord 

ihy God giveth thee. 

« • 

VI. 

' Thou fihc^lt do no murder. 

vii;^ 
Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

VIIl. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

IX. 

: Thou shalt not bear false witness againisA thy 
neighbour. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, 
Uioti ^halt hot covet thy li^ghbo&r's mk^ nor 
)iis'servatit, nor his maid,- not hit ox, nor his 
it$S) tor any. thing thtit is his; 
' Duty 
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Duty towards God. 

Your duty towards God is to believe in him, 
to ibar him^ aod to love hiai vilb all your heart, 
with all your mind^ with all your soul, and with 
all your strength ; to worship him* to give him 
thanks, to pot your whole trust in him, to call 
upon him, to hooour bis h(^y name, and his 
word ; and to serve him truly all the days of your 
life. 

Duty towards your NtigMour. 

Your duty towards your neighbour is to love 
him as yourself, and to do unto all men as you 
would they should do unto you : toidve, honour, 
and Succour your father and mother: to honour 
and obey the king, and all that are put in au- 
thority under him: to submit yourself to all 
your governors, teachers, spiritual pastors and 
masters: to order yoqrself lowly and reverently 
lo all yoiir betters : to hurt no body by word 
or deed : to be true and just in all your deal- 
ings : to bear no malice nor hatred in your 
heart : to keep your hands from picking and 
stealing, and your tongue from evil-speaking, 
lying, and slandering. 

Duty towards yourself. 

Your duty towards yourself is to keep your 
body in temperance, ' soberness^ imd cbastityp 
hot to covet nor desire other qden's foods^ but 
to leara and labour traly lo get your own 
living, and to do your .4uty io tbat stale of i^ 
jiDto which it has pleased God to call ^om. 
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HEADS OF' SELF-EXAMINATION. 

O MY soul, now in thepresence of the AU 
ii^ightyi use thy utmost diligence to search and 
examine thine own conscience, tiow thou bast 
managed thy whole life,. which God gave thee 
to employ in his service. 

Hast thou endeavoured tp live according to 
thy baptismal vow ? Hast (hou renounced the 
devil and all his works, the pomps and vanities 
of this wicked world, with all covetous desires 
of the same, apd all the sinful lusts of the flesh, 
so as not to follow nor be led by them ? 

Hast thou believed all the articles of the 
Christian faith ? 

Hast thou kept God^s holy willand com-* 
mandments^ and walked in the same all the 
days of thy life? 

More particularly as to thy Duty towards Qod^ 

Hast thou believed iti him who i^ truth itself 
and feared in all things to offend his divine ma- 
jesty? 

Hast thou loved him (who is perfect love 
and goodness) above all things, with all. thj 
hearty and mind, and soul, and strength ? 

Hast thou worshipped hkn acceptably, as be 
hath required, in spirit and in truth? 

Hast 
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Hast thou given tht^nks unto bim for his oia* 
nifold mercies and benefits, and improved thenl 
to his glory ? ; > 

Hast thou put thy whole trust and confidetice 
at all times in him, and cailed upon bim by 
prayer and supplication in all thy wants ttQNq|l 
necessities ? '^ ■■ 

Hast thou honoured his holy name and hip 
word, and whatever hath any relation unt^ 
him : and hast served him truly, not only upon 
the days which are set apart fqr his solemn 
worship, but all the day^ of thy Uf!^ ? > 

As to thy Duty towards thy Neigfibomy -^ 

... .1.-. • .' t ' 

Hast thou loved thy neighbour as thyself, and 
d9neunto all, and every man, as thou wouldst 

they should do unto thee, in the Uke state ^rnxjl 
condition of life ? 

Hast thou (as a dutiful child) loved/ honour- 
ed, and succoured, upon all occasions, ^<>ifar 
as thou wert able, thy natural parents^ fii^hef 
and mother? • ; 

Hast thou (as a good and IbyaJlr S4^JQ6t) (k^- 
noured and obeyed the king, the civil father of 
his dominions,) and all tha.t areput in authority 
under bim? : .: 

Hast thou respectively submitted thyself tp 
all thy governors, teachers, spiritual pieistors 
and masters, and ordered thyself lowly an^ 
reverently towards all thy betters? v 

Hast thou hurt or injujed. anybody ty w<«rd 
or deed, or been true and ju3t in all thy dealings? 
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DoBt tbott bear any malice^ hatred or revenge 
in thy heart, which is murder in the sight of 
God? ' 

Hast thou kept thy hands from piclcing and 
stealing, pilfering, or purloining, which usually 
lead on to greater wickedness? 

liast thou refrained thy tongue, that unruly 
member, from eviUspeaking, lying, and slander- 
ing, which are vices so common in the world ? 

Hast thou fallen amongst vicious company, 
which, alas ! too often engages into folly ; and 
did the danger encrease thy care, and the sin of 
others breed virtue in' thee ? 

Hast thou taken notice of any good example, 
which thy gracious God presented to excite 
thee ; and didst thou immediately resolve in thy 
heart to follow and imitate it? 

As to thy Duty towards thyself. 

Hast thou preserved thy body in temperance, 
soberness, and chastity, undefiled with fleshly 
lusts, such as gluttony, drunkeanessi forni- 
cation, and adultery^ 

Hast thou not sometimes coveted or desired 
other men's goods ; or hath not the greatness of 
another molested thy peace, and his prosperous 
troqidition made thee repine ? 

Hast thou laboured truly (with contentment 
ttnd ditigenoe) to get thy own living, and to do 
thy duty in that state oif life ante which it hath 
pleased God to call thee ? 

Hast 
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Hast thou tempted others to sin, by conni- 
vance or encouragement, command or persua* 
sion, and so encreased thy own guilt, by fur- 
thering the da.mnatioQ oCtby brother. 



t A r 



Read the Catechism with an explanation 
of it, which any clergyman, or other well-dis- 
posed peraoQ| will readily put into yoi^r he^nds* 



YK« KV^ 
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PRIVATE PRAYERS 



FOB %UE 



PENITENT SINNER, 



* BEHOLD, O God, a creature liable every 
moment todealb, prostrate before thee, begging 
for Jesus' sake, that faith and repentance, to 
which thou hast promised mercy and pardon. 
Discover to me, O thou searcher of hearts, the 
charge that is against me, th^t I may know, and 
confess, and bewail, and abfiOj\ and forsake^ and 
repent ofy all the evils 1 have been guilty of. 
Have mercy upon me, have mercy upon mCi 
most merciful Father, who desirest not the death 
of a sinner; for thy Son Jesus Christ's sake for- 
give me all that is past. And, O blessed Advo- 
cate, who art able to save them for ever, who 
come unto God by thee, seeing thou ever livest 
to make intercession for us, I put my cause into 
thy hands ; let thy power defend me ; thy blood 
and merits plead for me; supply all the defects 
of my repentance ; procure for me a full dis- 

. * Bishop Wilson. . 

charge 
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charge of all my sins before I die; and by thy 
mighty gr^ce, confirm and strengthen me in all 
goodness, during the remainder bf my life, that 
I may find mercy at that great day. Amen. 

WITH a more particular ackna^vledgement' 
of my guilt, O God, do I now approach the^ 
throne of thy mercy. Too long liave I folk>W6d - 
the wicked inclinations of my heart, and ig'^ 
norant of my real interest, have pursued Ihcfe^ 
paths that lead to destruction. But blessed be 
thy preventing grace, which hath stopped me 
short in the midst of my days, and, by this con* 
finementand temporal punishment, hath recalled 
me to a sense of my iniqijiities. . Oh ! let me 
now look upon them with abhorrence—let 
me recollect them only to detest them — andf 
let my heart be now fixed where true joyd:ar0[ 
only to be found. It is not this bodily eoTei*- 
straint, it is not an expectation of further pairiV 
and penalties that induce me thus to cry out'fbir' 
help : it is a thorough conviction of my siriar,; 
and unfeigned contrition for them, that ridy 
operate on my soul. Oh! let the sorrowful 
sighing of m^j ant^fflicted prisoner, come befot0 
thee ! Hear my groaning from the depths of tKc( 
dungeon, and relieve the weight which' now 
presses upon my heart. Accept this confessiofr * 
of my sin, and through the all-sufficient merits-^ 
of my Saviour, blot out my transgressions.' !By 
the influence of thy holy Spirit so dispose and 
qarrec^ my inclinations, that when relieved from 
my present affiic^ions, and once avove \u\^vw^ 
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wiiii ihe-societyof my feUow^cr^atures (ifftucli 
shall be thy good pleasure) I may lead a life 
after the true Christian pattern^ aod, both by 
precept and example, endeavour to follow the. 
steps of thy blessed Son, who walked amongst 
nien, without partaking of their sins. Grant 
tb^ O merciful Father^ for Jesus Christ^ssaka 
Ameo. 

^ Here it mil be proper to pause, and reflect 
on that particular crime which has occasioned 
your present imprisonment. 

^ Prayer^. 

O GODy the fountain of mercy, who didst 
send thy Son into the world to call sinners to re- 
pentance; and who hast assured us, that there is 
joy in Heaven over one sinner that repenteth ; 
look down with an eye of pity on me thy 
servant, who hast gone astray from thy com- 
mandments. Give me a^clear sight of my sin, 
and a deep sense of thy wrath against impenitent 
sinners^ that seeing my danger I may patiently 
submit to godly discipline, and to all the diffi- 
culties of true repentance. And grant, O^God, 
that I may not deceive myself by a counterfeit 
repentance, but that this my humble confession 
may produce areal change of heart, andamend- 
ment of life; that I may utterly renounce and 

* Bidiop Wilson. 

forsake 
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forsake all evil ways ; break off all evil habits; 
and being ever mindful of my infirmities, may 
be more careful of myself, and more earnest for 
grace for the time to come ; working out my 
salvation withfearahd trembling, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O LORD, I beseech thee, absolve me from 
tny oftences ; that through thy bountiful good- 
ness, I may be delivered from the bands of those 
sins, which by my frailty I have committed. 
Grant this, O heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ's 
Bake, our blessed Lord aud Saviour, Amen,- 



% A Prayer to be used in the Morning. 

O ALMIGHTY God, under whose wing all 
ihe children of men have rest, 1 return unto 
thee the sincefest tribute of thanks tor ihfe re- 
freshment which thou hast afforded me thfd 
night past. Miserabte though 1 am on account 
of my, sins, and unhappy in having offended: 
thee, yet thou disdainest not to giv« peace to 
the peniten't heart, and to close the wakeful 
e}Ts with slumbers. Or, if alarmed by my 
iniquities I have lain restless upon my bed, 
with the anxiety of those that watch for thre 
morning, sliH thy providence was my guidfe,- 
atid <Jid sanctify the words of my mouih, and thfe' 
meditations of ijiy heart. giwit that the' 
influence of thy Holy Spirit may rest ujk)ft me,' 
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iiot only daring the ensuing day, but for the 
remainder of my life ; tliat when death comes, 
I may lay me down in peace, may rest in l)ope, 
und rise in glory. All this I beg for Jesus 
Christ's sake, in whose name and words I 
conclude my imperfect prayer : 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, hallowed 
be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
bqt deliver us from evil: for thine is the king* 
dom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

5f A Pf^^l/er to be used in the Evenivg. 

O FATHER of mercies, who didst visit thy 
faithful servants in the dungeon, how shall I.look 
up to thee and pray for thy protection, who have 
so often and so grievously offended thee. The 
punishment of my, sins hath at last overtaken 
me ; and these bonds, and this bond of solitude, 
very forciUy impress them on my inind. Let 
the impression be so strong as to make me utterly 
detest them, and, before I. lay my head upon my 
pillow,' resolve niever to repeat them. How can 
I expect the refreshment of sleep, if I do not 
endeavour to make my peace with thee, my 
God ? And bow can I more acceptably perform 
this necessary service, tban by relying on the 
merits^ and trusting to the fnedit&ion of my Sa- 
viour ? 
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viour? Grant, OGod, this my eantest request; 
purify my soul from all guilt and pollation, and 
speak peace to a lieart pierced with many sor- 
rows, grieved and wearied with a multitude of 
sins, ' Let me lie down to sleep trusting iii thy 
mercies; keep me from > the danrgers of the 
night; and when thou art pleased to take me 
out of this world, take me to thyself, and give 
me such a degree of. happiness, as I can only 
be entitled to through the satisfaction of thy 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose ble3sed 
name and words I conclude my imperfect 
prayer: 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c. 

O God, receive me to thy gracious mercy 
and protection !-— O Lord, bless and keep me ! 
— O Lord, make thy face to shine upon me, 
and be gracious unto me ! — O Lord, lift up thy 
countenance upon me, and give me peace both 
now and evermore ! 



^ A Thanksgiving for Release from Imprison* 

. ment* 

O LORD God of my salvation, who art in- 
deed the hope of all that put their trust in thee, 
and who in thy own good time dost relieve them 
from k\\ the miseries of life, how gratefully doth 
my heart bless and praise thee for bringing me 
to the end of this dreary and sblitary confine-' 
merit. Sanctify, I beseech thee, all those serious 
reflections that have arisen in my naind d^vtvck^ 
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SdbbMh of the Lord thy God. In it thou shalt 
do no manner of work, thou, and thy son^ and 
thy dfebgbter, thy man servatrt; and thy maid- 
S^rvttnt, thy cattie; and the stranger that' is 
within thy gates. For in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in 
them is, ind rested the seventh day; wherefore 
the Lord blessed the seventh day, and hallowed 
it, 

■ • V. 

Honour thy Father and thy mother, that thy 
fdays may be^long in the land, which the Lord 
fthy God giveth thee. 

_ ■ • VI.-' 

' Thou shE^lt do no murder. 

; Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

vm. 
Thou shalt not steal. 

IX. 

. Thou ^alt not bear false witness agaipst thy 
neighbour. 

O ••".. 1/.. • 

X. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, 
thou ishalt hot covet thy fii^ghboar's wife^ nor 
)iis servant, nor bis tnaid^ no^ liig ox^ nor his 
itts^ tior any. thitig that is fais; 
'^ Dutt/ 
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Duty towards God. 

Your duty towards God is to believe in him, 
to fear hitDi aad to love hitii wilb all your heart, 
with all your mind^ with all your soul, and with 
all your strength ; to worship him, to give him 
thanks, to pot your whole trust in him, to call 
upon him, to hooour his hc^y naiue, and his 
word ; and to serve him truly tU the days of your 
life. 

Duty towards yoter Ntighbour. 

Your duty towards your neighbour is to love 
him as yourself, and to do unto all men as you 
would they should do unto you : toldve, honour, 
and Succour your father and mother: to honour 
and obey the king, and all that are put in au- 
thority under him: to submit yourself to all 
your governors, teachers, spiritual pastors and 
masters : to order yoqrself lowly and reverently 
to all your betters : to hurt no body by word 
or deed : to be true and Justin all your deal- 
ings : to bear no malice nor hatred in your 
heart : to keep your hands from picking and 
stealing, and your tongue from evil-speaking, 
lying, and slandering. 

Duty towards yourself. 

: . Your duty towards yourself is to keep your 
•body in temperance, soberness^ itnd cbastityi 
not to covet nor desire other men's goods, bat 
10 learn and labour truly to get your own 
living, and to do your duty in that state of iife^ 
jiDto which it has pleased God to call ^ovk 
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PRISONER. 



ACr BiiotHfiit, 

As on^of those forvi^hom our Lord Jesm 
Christ was cbntepted to suffer death upon the 
crb&fi, I apply mysdf to you, trader thfo title 
of -relation and love, assuring you that itt 
this- little book, you will not' find a single 
word^\¥bicfai& not written withain earnest de- 
sire tirsft it' may turn to yonrpro^^ and h*elp 
yoWov w&rd in that way whkh leadeth to 
everiaatingi happiness. Let< me beseech yotf 
to read it^ and coifsid^ > well the adviee which 
it giviett'; yon c^m Icsenoth^'by it/it can do 
yon no hurt, it nm^,d6 yoap imieti good^ if 
yOtf lay 'it te heart. Wtile yoa are here ior 
prisM^ and^aMyal'employ'ybiirtiine la th? 
yiwbtfre ftraaeifl^ ^AxUf^i w&; \yec^ 

AS- 
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haps, would still wish to do, you'inay> at 
least, as well do this, as do nothing. I re- 
peat, you can lose nothing by it, you may 
gain that which, of all thipg^ a wise man 
should wish for, the- favour of God. 

Doubtless if you werersatisfied, that read- 
ing and considerincr well the contents of this 

book, would procure you a favourable sen- 
tence from the Judge, or be the means of 
procuring your acquittal here, you would 
read it day and night, and leave no^opportu- 
n^y v^nsouglit, in •which you eould fully, un- 
deri^l^nd all that it contains. Now I pro- 
mise n^uch niore than this ; I venture to pro- 
mise, .t^tijvhatever- sentence you may re- 
qeiv-e he^rei;if. you will m^ke a proper use of 
thtjs bfiQk^ , and be contented to follow: the 
^j[jvic$;?^jliipb it.gives, it wilWtpnd to pr^jcure. 
you a f{iXQUrable sentence, i^nd ; even rewardy 
^QI/iitl):^>great:Judge of. all meq, at .the : lasit, 
anjcjJ.i^.Mfyl judgment of .the wholes woi:ld. 

• iPle^tlpi t^; a -man who liatli ^pent his. life. 
ift wji:lSjpdp[es8j,:is, or :Qught,.lp:be, very.ter-^ 
nl)lt\.^j,,{jBuI;.iti is mo^t terrible^ froin the coo- 
sidf^rj|^{ioj).jthavb^ liatjtifbrquj^ht it upon bimr* 

^^}U WJ!>/>«bti^K l¥»§Wfi«U*§ lw3*of mano 
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charge of all my sins before I die ; and by thy 
mighty gr^ce, confirm and strengthen me in all 
g09dness, during the remainder df my life, that 
I may find mercy at that great day. Amen. 

WITH a more particular ackno^vledgement 
of my guilt, O God, do I now approach the 
throne of thy mercy. Too long liave I follow6d' 
the wicked inclinations of my heart, and ig* 
norant of my real interest, have pursued the' 
paths that lead to destruction. But blessed be 
thy preventing grace, which hath stopped me 
short in the midst of my days, and, by this con* 
finementand temporal punishment, hath recalled 
me to a sense of my iniqi^lties. . Oh ! let me 
now look upon them with abhorrence — ^^let 
me recollect them only to detest them — and' 
let my heart be now fixed where true joys aj*0i 
only to be found. It is not this bodily eo\ai--- 
straint, it is not an expectation of further pam' 
and penalties that induce me thus to cry out fbr' 
help : it is a thorough conviction of my sins,; 
and unfeigned contrition for them, that rioW' 
operate on my soul. Oh ! let the sorrowful 
sigfupgofmej ant^fflicted prisoner, come befotcr 
thee ! Hear my groaning from the depths of tb^ 
dungeon, and relieve the weight which now 
presses upon my heart. Accept this confessioftr 
of my sin, and through the all-sufbciei^t merits^ 
of my Saviour, blot out my transgressions.' !By 
the influence of thy holy Spirit so dispose and 
qarrec^ my inclinations, chat when relieved from 
my present afflictions^ and once avove \uv*aw^ 



\ 
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I wfll or not, is i:!;. Dot r my; best <way, is it pot 
my wiee&t way, to spend that time in «uch a 
ihaaner as may do .me most goo4 ? What' 
a question for me to ask myseif! Havel 
employed my past time in the way that ever 
leads to a good end? 1% this 'happiness, to 
be shut up in^a dismal apartmentfby myself/un- 
able even to look upon the wonders and beau* 
ties whicl\ God hath planted in every iield^ 
and unable to enjoy 'the allowed indulgence 
of my natural appetites ?-^ What was 1 a short 
time ago? — 'free from all restraint— at liberty 
«^able to partake of the reasonable plea- 
sures enjoyed by others : restrained from rnp 
earthly indulgences, but such as are .forbids 
den by the laws of God er of -my country, 
and wisely forbidden, only because they 
would injure myself or others. As to ev^ry 
thing else I was free as air. This is- a sad 
and dismal change. Whom have I to > thank 
for it?— Myself only — ^^I knew what d' did* 
was wrong. 1 knew that the 'injury wUioh I 
did to others^ was such as I slK>uld, iby no 
means, like to have done >to myself, in their 
situation: I had reason to •believe >that the 
wickedness in which I lived, would, profoci^ 



iore, ^Dp :one to iblajne JHitomgrBell, ttbat J am 
QQw a misecaUa ipmoneti «aiid.fa)a)»a:»QtbMig 
to ea^pecf but punblmeDt. 

Wbatiroitv what bewfit b^ve I «f those 
tbiogsi, ,^f iwbioh I iimiilQWia8bM(iQdj aadfof 
wluAb Lba^e forieitod ^ihqt iibsn^yaiui v^iflb 
have brought me to a prisoR, aodttO'Ohains? 
Did thoAs &M\iv\ .plMBUiea iii 'whioh I \took 
my paatime ;la«t Img^ or>4iditti€^ evea^mdbs 
me ha{)py mrbiie Abey laUadi? afawii I lam 
foroed tto^confeas ttfaey tdjd not itf I aswose 
ar(bpms(aii4 loq^ ia4)ay> did they either ipijrt 
jacoaiiHipw my bad^ ApcM^y ujioiy j)ocla3jl;^ 
^r«a iB^rsel of iMiead fUpon «qr fAate? IM 
aay ^i my widked aEotiooi ileave axiy teal 
Gomfbct ^hebiod ftbeoi» iaftef Ibey n^re ^mr 
tuafUy pasit <and |;oli^t? N^ iu^bing but 
ahame laoad ^eif'^wmdamaatip^ aad ithia d}$* 
lUce ;of six ge(9d mea. Tkseit ii«re and ana 
the sad and bitter fruitaof ^ayipaat Jbebavncpur^ 

Leit ime ooasider ibow I g0t into tbese 
wiclced wnayA, k i»ay ihalp me to^gat .au| of 
tiiem^it waa t>y ikeapiogiibnd €Oi«paay : bj 
nci^^ti^g the Lord's di^t iaad datyisiii^ bk 
bfdy ward : j^^idiepaia w^lbit 4tata oi }iS^ 

A- 4 
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in which God had placed me : by frequent- 
ing the ale-house or gin-shop. Thus, by 
neglecting God^ and refusing to be his ser^- 
vant, I became the servant of the Devil. — 
ThiSy thiSy it' is which hath brought me to 
this sad place, and since I find the wages of 
sin to be death, ft is time for me to change 
to better service. 

Perhaps this very check, the very suffer- 
ings which I undergo, may be intended by 
God for my good. At least it is my wisest 
way to turn it to good if I can. "^ If nothing 
had stopped me, I should certainly, have 
gone on in the same ways, or perhaps 
worse. ^ Probably have been cut oi^ and 
brought into judgment in the midst of my 
sins. Let me then search and try those ways, 
ponder the path of my feetj and try upon 
the principle of common sense to turn even 
these heavy chains to joy, and this seeming 
evil to a good account 

What shall I do ?— I feel that I want help 
and support I am resolved what to do. 
I will turn to God and beg, earnestly beg 
for his assistance in this my time of need ; 
I wilUsay unto him, and try to bring my mind 
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to that disposition, that I may feel wWle I 
say, " Father, I have sinned against Heaven 
and before thee, and am no more worthy to 
be called thy son." I will no longer harden 
my foolish heart, 'but to-day, this instant, 
while I feel the want of his help, Iwill pray 
for his blessing in the form of sound words 
now before me. 

- ' PRAYER- m 

O Almighty, whom to fear is wisdbm, 
and to love is joy unspeakable, wha hast 
given to me that life of which I have made 
so bad a use, how shall I, unworthy sinner 
that I am, how shall I approach thy mercy 
seat, who art of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity? How shall I look up to thee, whose 
gifts I have so much abused ? How, loaded 
with the burden of my sins, shall I stand in 
thy sight ? L^rd, be merciful to me a sinher, 
put me not to rebuke in thine anger, riei^ 
th6r chasten me in thy heavy displeasure* My 
wickednesses, like a sore burden, are too 
heavy for me to bear. — Have mercy upoiJ mfe, 
have mercy upon nici, miserable sinner. ' * Left 
"^my sorrowiixl sighinig cotxve \3i^%i^ ^Sc«fe; tsw 

^ a5 
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though I do qiofit humbly, soFrowfuiHy ocMffeas^ 
that iQ.word6vpndiQjyiK)nksI bavedfinied the£?f 
let me not be/Utterly,Qa3t,Q)it. Send, I ihefieech 
Abee^ ithy iMoly Spirit into my heart, )to iossist 
^nd guide .me to the kriov^ledge of >by wiU, 
aad help me jo 4his my iir^t step towarda 
ijgbteousnefls ; to Jead me ito that true aod 
gpdly sorrow which worketh repentance^ »^ 
to an honest resolution to do wickedly no 
more. O lift up -the light of thy counte- 
li^'ce upon.me^ ;eind^ive rne peace and com- 
Jfort in this dismal plf^ce^ to )vhich my own 
.i^pal will and ifraibe^ have broi^t ipe. 
DThen I look intp myself, thej;e is i)otiiing 
but darkness and fear; wi^n I jurn my 
;tboughts.to thee: and thy goodness, there '^ 
jiope, light, an^d love. For us miserable 
Aioners, ipy ble^ised Saviour left the bosom 
of his Father^s glory, to call Ms to repentance, 
and make us zealous of good works. \j6fL 
me receive comfort from ^lis merc^p Ihi^ 
time of my sorrow and affliction. Dear is 
the father's love to his offending but repent- 
ing child, the returning and penitent pfpfl^* 
gal may be accepted by ^^ee| an4 tt^ou g|ir- 

est /DP leave, to ad^^es^^ Vft^^ %> ^ ^^ W^ 
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merciful Father, and unworUiy as I ami I am 
still the child of thy mercy. — In love thou 
hast given me lifei and in love did my Sa-^ 
viour shed bis precious blood for my salva-^ 
tion. Let me not fall into everlasting an** 
guish, but by thy help and comfort may my 
last hours be my be0t Turn me good Lord, 
so shall I be turned^ awaken in my sinful 
heart a due sense of f by goodnesf, and my 
own un worthiness, and make my present pu- 
nish meat/ through ^y grace, ^e veans of 
.brifRgiiig me to true repentance and ameiad* 
ment in this world, and sialvationia the next^ 
througjb Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen^ 

Our Father, which art in Heaven ; Hal^ 
4owed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come^ 
Thy wifl be done in earth, as it is m Heaven. 
Give US this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us • our trespasses, as we forgive them , 
.tliat trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation ; But deliver us from evil : 
Fbr thine is the Kingdom, and the Pawer^ 
and the Glory, for ever and even Amciu 
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My BROtffER IN THE LORD, 

It is highly probable from the course of life 
ivhidi has brought you to this place, that 
you have been lulled into security, by hearing 
the religion of your country made a jest of 
by your misguided companions in iniquity > 
your God derided, and Hell, the. place of 
punishment for the wicked, spoken of as a 
bugbear fit only to frighten the weak and 
foolish. Because this is probable, I hope it 
will not be thrown away if I give you better 
advice, and assure you, as the Prisoner *s 
friend, that they know not what they say. 
They tell you only what they have heard 
from others, as senseless or as ignorant as 
themselves ; or being men of bad lives, they 
wish all religion to be false^ and then take 



L. 
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their owq trash as solid proof. Being sensi- 
ble that if it be true, they have a dreadful 
account to give, therefore they " love dark- 
ness better than light, because their deeds 
are evil !" 

« In answer to such men, it might be enough 
to say, that their assertion is absolutely false ; 
and if there be any credit due to words, with- 
out reason or argument to support them, my ^ 
assertion that religion is true, ought more 
reasonably to be believed than theirs, be- . 
cause they are led by the worst of motives ; 
namely, to cover their own wickedness : I ' 
can have no other reaison for writing this 
book, and saying that religion is true, but a 
desire to promote your good; that you should 
be made partaker of the same hope with me, 
and be saved. 

As I desire most anxiously that you should 
be for ever happy,' and to that end be conr 
vinced that religion is true, I ishall do some* 
thing more than merely say so, and give 
you some reasons, short indeed (considering 
the importance of the cause) to fix your ber. 
lief.; and which, if .you do not ead^JQ^^§. > 
life here, I hope' ^ou V\\V tOT\e>j^^\ i ^*^ 
carry with you when ^ou ^\vetv^^» 
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In the first place, the eommftiide it 'Qbd, 
gkm in the Go»pe1| as *to what a man 
.dboald do^ are most reascHmble---*the Xiosptel 
iequires> that you fear, love, and obey the 
Go(|rthat gave you life. No one mom«[it 
of the happiness which you have enjoyed, 
eotttd }^ou possibly bave known, if Ht hwi 
^not created you. If you had been gooA^ 
and had done no evil, your happinesa would 
buve been tenfold greater^ than any that you 
have ever known. The pleas.ures of lAQQ* 
peoce^ which God offered to you/ you h^ve^ 
yodrself, by a sinful life, thrown away. It 
is truly in Him that you live and nia^i aAd 
' liave your being, and be would have maxJei 
. (if you would have hearkened iQ his vqic^,) 
all your wayei pleasantness, and all yoiu: 
paths, peace. He is all goodness and wia- 
ddoi, tn^rcy and truth, how reasonable that 
you should love hith. For God is love, and 
we love him because tie loved us. 

Again, as He hath given you life and every 

Ibing which you possess ; as he is 'ahnigbty^i 

great, and powerfuli how reasonable tbat 

you should fear and obeybim, and spne 

khn wiA bW your heait) aa^ v^iUv. jU foiir 
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soul. <5iipp08e ypa hi^d a master ici thisi^ 
world, jou cannot doobt lor a moment, that 
it would be i^asonable you should obey that 
master whose servant you were. The ser- 
vice which God requioeSf is much more just 
and reasonable. 

''As £Eir as your fellaw creatures are con* 
oeraed, liow reasonable bos demands Lora 
one anodier, jas I hare loved you. Do to 
others, as you would have them do to you. 
Do injury to no one,, but do all the good 
you can. Whatsoever things are honest, 
just, and pure, Wliatsoever things are lovely 
and of good report, if there be anyvirtue, 
if there be any praise, think of these tbingi 
and do them. Can aoy service be more 
reasonable .and, delightful ? If this will of . 
God wene done ou earth, according to his 
commands, as it is in Heaven, men, even 
while on earth, would enj<^ a degree of hap- 
piness and" comfort beyond what the ey^ hath 
seen. Every one would do his best to make 
his neighbour happy, and be happy himsetf 
in the delight of doing good to otl^ers, and 
envy, ndiee, pride, and witkednesa^ ^c^\\VA. 
^ dmm\ from ibe w^M. T:\«^v ^5wi vg«v>^ 
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of the Gospel leads plainly, to thi3> Is clear 
from every page. It is designed to make us 
zealous to do good zvorks^ and by godd works 
through the merits and intercession of our 
Lord,, to lead us tO; happiness here/ and 
glory hereafter. The argument arising from 
hence is this. The religion which has for its 
great object the happiness of all meui with- 
out respect of persons, is reasonable to be 

' believed, inasmuch as that which it requires, 

is the thing the most to be desired, and every 

nmn whose eyes are not so blinded that be 

will not see, must wish that it were realized. 

I am addressing myself to a man, who^ I 

.* ihust believe, has not had learning or oppor- 
tunities *of searching into the deeper proofs 
by which the truth of the Gospel is made 
clear and certain. From such a man, it 
may reasonably be expected, that he should 
believe that religion to be true which his 
countrymen have believed for so "hi^ny hun- 
djred years, and celebrated in the Church 
every week, and every day, especially when 
among his countrymen, are to be i^ckoned 
the most learned, the most honesty and the 
mo&t wise men tbatl\i^Nvot\AVv^\.\vw^c fceeo^ 
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Men who without any other object in view 
buttruth, without any earthly interest of any 
kind whatsoever, haVe diligently employed 
their learning and their talents to' search out 
the truth. Men whose names*, not Eng- 
land alone, but all Europe revere as among 
the greatest that ever history recorded. They 
not only believed the Gospel tp be true, 
after the closest enquiry, but (though not 
Priests) spent much of their lives in support- 
ing that truth, * in order to put to silence the 
few foolish, ignorant, and blasphemous bab- 
blers, who vainly, and in the pride of their 
hearts, took upon them to gainsay it. Yet 
since we see that Christian faith is darkened 
by the love of sin, it may not be ill* timed to 
lay before you some further proofs, besides- 
those which arise from the reasonableness of 
its doctrine : and if you should not be able 
to examine the many deep arguments which 
may be brought to support our holy religion, 
yet you may well comprehend the short view 

* Lord Bacon, Sir Isaac Newton, Milton, Locke, Sir 

Wm. Jones, &c. &c. - 



of >9ome of tbem here set forth^ which -aie 
too pIs^iQ to be a)i9taken. 

" \i you believe not niy words, fbeUeiiie 
ipy Mforks," saith the great Author -of our 
faith* John • the Baptist bare record, that 
lifvheo Jesus was baptised, Ibe Holy Spiritde- 
soeqded upon him, and a voice from ^Bleewa 
^jclfired hyn the beloved Son of God. Wmk 
^ word be healed the sick, gave sight tQ 
those who were born blind^ faeariqg tp tfaose 
iKfho W!^^ deq[f, speech to ithose who went 
du0ib». raised the dead &om the grave, ^«- 
lenoed the slorms, -and calmed :the sea ; moce 
than onca he oeeated food* for several tfaou^' 
saod persons, and e»en the Devils confessed 
him to be the Son -of the most hi^h God. 
Yet be sought not his own glory, but gaw 
. itll the glory to his fattier ; and the iirsiand 
bitterest enemies of the Gospel, never denied 
that be did these things. 

Now, is it in the power of any man, was 
it ever in the power of any nsan, to do such 
things ? If any . man were to stand by a 
grave, in which a body had so long lain, 
that it was stinking, wit^i corruption, and 
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were to call Hpoo it to come forth : wppj[d 
itob^y? If in a ^torai at se^ aod tjb^e si>ip - 
in 4Angec of ^nltrng, a passenger/ whoever 
he mi^ht be, were to command a ^^Im,^ 
would the wind^ and waves obey him and 
he still ? ^p ;\aiid there is but. one way of ^ 
apcounu^g for this : He was the Son of 
Q^d ; and the qon>inQQ ^pse (^ the poQt 
ffiap, who bad. rbeen born blind, apd had 
received sight by bis coipinand^ ought to 
direct nsi^ it^did him.* Herein i^ a m^t-^ 
velioMfs thip^, tiiat y^s know not whence he 
is, and y^t be hath opened wine ejyes. If 
this m^n were not Qf Gody he qpuld do 
npthipg. Whf5n th^ mw his miracles Ah^ 
worshipped hinj, aaying» ** of a truth 'thotf 
art the Sop pf God/' We jJhould do the 
sftrne. * 

We haine aUo« «)ore sure M'ord of Pro- 
' phecy, that a person described as ^^ C/rrttf 
of (Qod, sfboqld CQ\m ipto the wqv\A at the 
very tijne of Qur Lord'^ appearance, liiat 
his meaner of life, his parentage, and ifaia 
death, in eveiry circumstance, should be such 
as they are said itoliave been « in the<SospeU 
was foretold jpfuay huodved ^^tacc^ \>^%»fcV«a^ 
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birth, not by one oiily, fcul? by a number of 
Prophets in succesiibft ; this is- an indisput- 
able fact. Nov/ yod know yourself that it 
is impossible for mstri to foretel what will 
happen five hundred' years hence. Gbfl 
alone, (to whom a tfedasa;hd years are as 
one day,) can do this by the mouth of his 
Prophets, and bur Lord's argument, of the 
use of prophecy, is' to be relied on in this 
case. Now I tell you, before it come, that 
when it is come to pass, ye may believe that 
I am He — that is the Christ. And he di* 
rected the Jews to aeafch their scriptures for 
prophetic testimony to hi^ character. The 
Apostles, when they - wer6 brought before the 
great Council of the Jewish nation to an- 
swer for their behaviour and doctrine, boldly 
asserted, in their own defence, that they said 
none other things than what Moses and all 
the Prophets did dtiiy should come. And it 
is most certain, that^hroughout all the East, 
both Jews, and evert Gentiles expected his 
coming at the time when he appeared. Can 
you account for all this^ without, supposing 
that God directed- the spirit of prophecy 
to the testimony of ^^lesus ? If yoii can, it is 
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more than h^s,. ever .yet been done. If you 
cannot, you ought to hrfieve that Jesus was, 
as he was declared to be, the Son of God. 

Our Lord himself proved that the spirit 
of God was, in hjjmself, by foretellirig so 
exactly the deSit;ruc.tioa of ' Jerusajem ; a fact, 
at that time, to ail. appearance, the most 
unlikely to happen, for no place was better 
calculated to^h^ye. stood to the. present day : 
yet he declared it should bie entirely destroyed, 

even whiles }ii3 shearers : were alive. This is 

•••-■■* 

so reraarkj^l)l^./5«ffetct, that! shall give you 
some of .bijj,.^9r,4s.-r-lle wept with compas- 
sion overt;l^e city,; ;and declared, " thine ewe- 
mies shall cfls^^fljrench about thee, and shall 
lay thefieven^fih the^^round^ and thy chil^ 
dren within ^^h^e^ ,an(i^\^all not 'leav6 one 
stone apon ,j^oifi£r^ jphich shall not he 
thrown dm^r]') (Lukej ch. xix. «). 41.^ 
To the very utip^9st^ was his prophecy fulfil- 
led by the. JRgrp^ij .armj. Of the people, he 
said, '[they^^.^^tl^^^^^ edg^ofth^ 

s;w.ord, anti 4/{(^/|^ led away captive, into all 
natiQm.'\ . ([JLu/^^p ch. xi^*.,?;. 24.;/^ And 
after a siege, :itt,^;]bij?|ji^evcn JbundreAtfeojuw^ 
7 



« 
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smrd > lost their liv^, mneCjr'seVenl'thoii^ftlid 

slswei. And ytkt halve, yburtcJf, seen the 
i&»s difsperfe^d here, as tbey are itt all either 
oountrieS) fblfiHing the wor(te of ^ Mo^^; a(N 
«tonishm6fnt, a Jby-wortJ- and at' prdvertf. 
aiDiiong afU nationsi be^uste they did ntft 
heiafWei^'U'nto the {^rdfjAetwiWr^ Uofd 

raked u{]( in the nfiidst of tbein, btit kiifMt . 
ihe Prince of Life* 

Add ta this,— The wbrf^ Gentile Of Hea- 
then 'woyld^had then an idoUttrous refrgfon, 
erf whi<5h tbfey were niodt zealously fond, — . 
^«t^ iaashort spate of*tinfie, scrcih' M>as tfie 
cfii^t of tliQ signs aiid wonders, th'6 niar- 
tytdt>m and preaehing-of tweivi^ poor meh of 
' Galiteej^ that the ^6le religion of' th6 thert 
kftovrrt world, was chaaged, the people be- 
-canie Christian^^ and thie Cross of ChVidt 
Avas made the stanidard of the royal ' atitties. 
And » when it^ wa^ conldidel^d that this \von- 
d^rfal«cha<)ge wad'brou^t abouty though all 
the powers of the world, all die losts of the 
fldBb, aft the passioM and prgodices of' nfian 
were agMtttit, itirimpossittQ rei^onabljr, 



to •account for th»v butbf^alkt^ing.ttattht' 
hand of God M^as in it, and^ of cmirse^ tlttV 
tbdr Gospel ir true. 

if thert had befen do such pcr&oii aa Je^* 
sus Christ, . it woald not hme beet) possible 
to persiidde meoi to become ChriBtianv and 
call themselves by hid nrnipgy in the fiitttfei 
places and in the same age m ^fAth tie is 
dedaned tobawtt lit^ Bvery man, in JV 
riis&lemy vroifld Have denied tfa« faem;— !-A 
belief' in the History of oor^Lord^ proddoed 
the. change of religiM, ajidube change of 
Daaie« The history 'is ^giyen^ ils^ ift a plain' 
artleea- accooR^ by his Apostles. TheyrcK 
late not matters: of opinion, bM' matters of 
faet TJiiDigst done" in theilrj sights woi^^ 
spok^ in their bearing. And th^ were able 
to judge of such things, mth as much cer>- 
taaatyv as youcamj^dgenou^,; 

In tiie tiext:pk«^ the^ related these pub- 
lidy io the face of the world. In Jeresa*' 
lam, aivd tbroogtout Jtidea, where diey 
were dene> asweff as- throngb omny other' 
1fiMiJMe>cities«anKl >c0nnferies of the then kiioim 
irorUt: U folMy tl(ibyr«*<rat€i hUtn beeir odu- 
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tradicted. They were never denied, there- 
fore; tbey are true. 

Public memorials have been observed ever 
since,, which were begun at the very time of 
yout Lord's death, upwards of eighteen 
hundred years ago, and have been continued 
every week since. — Thus, 
J The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, as 
we. call jt,. was appointed by our Saviour 
tlbenight before his crucifixion. " Z)o this, 
salt h he, in remembrance of me.^' It hath 
bieen done, (though the most cruel death, 
iri jBarly times, was often the lot of his wor- 
shippers,) every month, or every week, in 
every Christian country, from that time. 
Apd thus the proof is established, as often 
ai the Lord's Supper is celebrated, that Je- 
sus spoke this command. 

After he was risen from the grave, the 
Sacrament of Baptism was appointed. — ** Go 
teach all nations^ baptising them in the 
Name of the Fat her, of the Son, and of the 
Holy^ Ghost ;" was his last.command. And 
^inq^ that time, every person pretending to 
\^^\ ajChri^tian Name, (Quakers excepted,) 
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and admitted into the Church off Ch]n3t9" 
bath been baptised in this fornis apdjtfa.iis 
hath been a kind of sworn witness, timt 
our Lord gave this command. 

The day of religious worship . ao^opg the 
Jews, was, and still is, on the seventh day 
of the week, or our Saturday. Our Ble^eod 
Lord declared that he was Lord of the Sab- 
bath, and as he rose from the dead, on, the 
first day of the week, his Apostles pn that 
account, and on that acqouQt alone, have 
ever abce, (though they who began, the cus- 
tom were all Jews) kept our Sunday the firat ^ 
day of the week, as the Lordl^s Day^ or 
jday of religious worship. . So here are three 
customs or rites, taking their beginning ^om 
the same events, the Death and ResurtecUon 
of our Lord, continued eyery wee^L ii;<vu 
that hour to the present, upwards of ; 1800 
years. It is not possible to produce such 
tc^stimony^ for any antient fact^ since th^ 
vi^orld began. 

Now see how this applies*. . King Charles 
the 1st was beheaded on the, SOth.of Jaouary^ 
by his rebellious . subjects. An act of paor- 
liamenty (passed a ^w years aft^y^<|iaK:^^. 
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,the SOth of January to be kept as a reli- 
gious fast It hath been observed from that 
time. Tlie 29th day of May was, by the 
same authority, appointed to be kept as a 
day of rejoicing fpr the Restoration of King 
Charles 11. The 5th of November, Jn the' 
. same manner, was appointed to keep up 
;flie memory of the detestable design of Guy 
Tawkes and the Papists, to blow up the King 
-tod Parliament, which was discovered that 
•day. No man doubts, tjiat these appoint- 
ments, engrafted upon and mixed with our 
3aws, and celebrated more or less every 
year, from the best possible evidence of the 
Act. You ;4iave then the very same kind 
t>f testimony and evidence, (but still more 
trtrdngly confirmed,) for the Death and Re- 
trtcprection of Jesus Christ, than you have 
for the beheading of King Charles the first 
If you believe the latter, you cannot,, in - 
common fairness of argument, but assent to 
the former. 

' No man who belicA^es the account of the 

rhafttb and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, can 

doubt of the truth of tte Gospel; and if you 

^rcljere these factS| you must believe the 
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Gospel in $11 ite parts. The promises of 
mercy, springing from God's love for the 
righteops, and threats of punishment, here- 
after, arising fr^m his justice, which will 
certainly be executed upon the workers of s 
iniquity. As a man soweth so shall he reap. 
Consider the dreadful accour^ which voii 
must oae day give, and prepare yourself ac- 
cordingly. Heaven and Hell, the blessing 
and the cursing, are both before you. 

prayer- 



Blessed Lord, who hast caused aJl holy 

scriptures to be written for our learning, and 
those mighty signs to be recorded, that we 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Sou of God ; grant that we may, in such 
wise, hear them, read, mark, learp, ^nd 
inwardly digest them, that by patience and 
comfort of thy holy word, we may einhirace 
and evqr hold fast the blessed hope of eVer- 
lasting life, which thou hast promised to 
them thiat believe in the Name of our Lor(i 
Jesus Christ. Amcru 
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O Merciful God, maker of all tbing!», 
judge of all men, I acknowledge and be^il 
tny ihany sins and wickednesses, which, from 
time to time, I have wilfully committed 
a^inst thee, in thought, word, and deed. 
lK)rd, I have hated the instruction of thy 
holy word, and my heart hath despised its 
reproof. . Let me not in vain implore that 
mercy, which I have so much abused, biit 
renew, O Lord, a right spirit within me, 
that, with an humble heart and due reve- 
' rence, I may hear and receive thy holy word, 
and search the Scriptures to my great and 
endless comfort; and may be so guided, by 
those divine teachers, that I may believe the 
ever blessed Jesus to be the Lamb, slain 
fti6m the foundation of the world, 'and be- 
lieving I may have life through bis name. 

4 

I 

\ 

. Ou^R Father, which art in. Heaven; Hal- 
lowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. 
'Thy will be done in earth, as it is iii Heaven, 
Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our tresptisses, as we forgive 
tbern that trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptatiou*^ ^viX. ^€Cw%^ ^^ 



from evil: For thine is the KingjlQi^, and 
the Power, and the Glory, for evex apd 
^ven Amen. 

Grant that I being made thy child by 
adoption, and grace, may daily be reaewed 
by thy Holy Spirit. 

O Lord ! remember not the offences of my 
youths but according to thy mercy think thou 
upon me. / 

Cleanse me from m}' secret faults^ keep 
me from presumptuous sins. 

Lord, have merey upon mo, Christ, have 
mercy upon me* 

Corruption of Man and his, sinful StatCp 

Whoever believes, the Gospel to b^ trge^. 
must likeM^ise admit as true, all the dpctrip^, 
which it contains, and teaches-TrHe can nej- 
tfaec take from it, nor add to it^ with safety 
to his own soul. A few of these doctrines^ 
^uch as your, present condition requires to. 
be impressed upon your mind, in ord^r to 
aiRaJcen your faith, and n^ke you sensible. ' 
of your own unworthiuesSy and God> abund'* 
ant mercy, are here explained. Manr is in 
a sinful st^ a creatOTe,i9\\^vvitw£v\i\vwbr 
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girial or first uprightness ; this that follows 
is the authority of Scripture. ' 

**' God created man;in his own image, male 
and female created he them. And, God 
blessed them, and God saw all that he had 
marfe, aqd behold it was very good." (Ge-^ 
nesisj ch. \.) By this it is declared th^^t God 

. .created man upright. ** And God $aid^ of 
the tree of knowledge, of good and, .wil^ 
thou shalt not; eat, for in the dhy that ttiou 
eatest thereof, thou 3halt surely die." {Chap^ 

. ii.) " But the Serpent (that is the Devil) 
said unto the woman, ye shall not surely 
die« For God doth know, that in the day 
ye eat thereof,, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as Gods, knowing good tind 
evil.** The woman yielded to the temptation 
of the Devil, as you have too • often done, 
and broke the commandment. " For when 
she saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was pleasant to the eyes, she took of 
the fruit thereof and did ^t, and gave also 
to her husband^ and he did eat — and unto 
Adam God said, because thou hast heark* 
ened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast 

eaten of the tree of vuhkVv 1 commancfecf Ihee,, 

•faying, thou shalt not' eat of ft, tiuv&e^\?.\W 
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^ound for tljy sake. Jn the sweat of thy. 
face shalt thou eat breads for put of it wfkst 
thou taken, for dust thou art, apd to dust 
shalt thou return.'* (Chap, iiu) Thus ia 
the words of St Paul, " Sin entered into the 
world (by Adam's breaking tlie Command^ 
ment of God) and death by sin/' Now. it 
is of the very nature of. sin, when once it 
bath got footing to spread itself on every 
side I temptation, the es^fimple.and encou- 
ragement of One sinner, soon inf^t others, 
and this, from tlic fall of. naan> hath been* ^ 
witnessed in every age .of the worlds 
. '^ God saw that, the wickedness of ihaa 
was great in the eartl), ai^d every imagiqa- 
tion of the thoughts of his heart wai; only 
evil continiktUy, for all flesh had corrupted 
his way upon earth." (firen. ch^ vi.). *' What 
is maa that be should be clean, or be that is 
born of womani: that he should -be righteous..'' 
(Job ^ 15.) " There is none righteous, na 
not one, they are all gone out of the way, they 
are altogether^ become unpi^fitabie, there is 
none that doethgood, no notone." (iZoan. chm 
iii.) That is, there is none free from sin. , 
. Search your* own heart ^wd ^^fc nft^J^is^ 

b4 
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iiii^ heart dotfa not bear some witness to 
fbis^; If you bad not beeit a great sinner, 
yon wmild not bave been in this place. Yet, 
notwithstanding your offences, when you 
have seen a very noble and virtuous deed 
performed; when you have heard of age^ 
nefous^ kind, and good man, who hath been 
a friend to the poor, the fatherless, and the 
#idoi¥, has not your heart been pleased 
with this image of God, and your tongue 
been r^uly to give him praise?— Thia is 
some remain of that breath of life which God 
breathed: into man," when he became a living 
soul, of that: virtuous principle, which enlight- 
ened him while he was very good, of which 
you have yourself I doubt not, felt many 
proofs, ^^ Vivien, wretched man, you felt, that 
the good' which you would, you xlid not, 
and the evil which you would not, . that you 
did, {Rom. 7*) when, in other words, you 
did that which you knew to be wrong, and 
disapprored,'* 

All have sinp^,. and sentence of condem*- 
nation hath passed upon all; not oii^y have 
we testimony of the sinful fallen state of man, 
/Kit iitew ise df the sad consequence of sin; 



CV 



tbiMyages oi 3in is death, ^e are d^cliared 
- to b(5 the children of wrath, and \\'itt\out 
30Qiie remedy mu^t expect our punishment. 
Fpr it b the fiien^e and language of all Uw^ 
' that the offender shall puffer for his offence, 
the sinner for his sin. Wretched man that I 
am, who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death ! If a remedy could not be found 
for our sad condition, we should be driven 
to despair, since it is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the Living God. 

Seize then the present moment to tprn 
away his wrath, and pour out yodr heart be* 
fore him, in some such thoughts and wqrds 
as these. ^ - • 



PRAYER. 

O God, the creator and preserver of all ' 
man icind, ^humbly I beseech thee to loolc, 
upon me with pity and compassion. I aqi 
in the midst of so many and great dangers, 
that by reason of the weakness of my nature, 
I cani:vot stand upright^ and my sins and 
wicked ix€^se;9. have wholly hindered me irv 
runoiflg the v^y of iVv^. !^c^\^^^\»^:c^ 
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grant me, O God> such grace and assistance, 
as may support me in all dangers, and carry 
me through all temptations, that I may be 
cleansed from my sins,' and>erve thee in all 
godly quietness for the time to come, through 
Jesus Christ, my Saviour and Redeemer.-— 
Jmen, 



A Prayer compikdfrom the Psalms J 

O Lord, rebuke me not in thine . indiii- 
nation, but let the sorrowful sighing of the 
prisoner come before thee. 

From this dismal dungeon I cry unto thee,. 
O Loi^ ! Lord^ hear the voice of my com- 
plaint. I acknowledge my faults, and my. 
sin is ever before me. For I was shapen 
in wickedness, and m sin hath my mother 
conceived" me. My sins have taken such 
1to!d upon me, that I anh not able to look 
-tip, yea they are more than the hahrs of my 
head, and my heart hath failed me. Have 
mercy upon me, have mercy upon me, for 
thy great goodness, remember not the sins 
and offences of my youth, neither chasten 

me Jti thy hea^^y d\sp\mun v ^^^'^ ^^^^^^^ 
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to tby ihercyi think upoa inie> for uatotbecr . 
da I lift up aiy soul. 

.Turn thy face from my sins/ an^ put out 
all my misdeeds, make me a clean hear,^ 
and renew a right spirit within me. Cleans^ 
me from my secret faults,, keep me al&o 
from presumptuous sins^ send me help from 
thy Sanctuary, and strengthen me. The9 
will I teach thy way to the wicked^ and sin* ' 
ners shall be' converted unto tbee. I will 
say to the ungodly, away from me, ye wicke^ 
J zK^i// keep, the commandments of my Go4« 
Eor there is mercy ^vitb thee, therefore thou 
i^halt be feared, and all thine enemies^ b^ 
made" thy footstool.. . 

O despise me not, , I am the work of thj 
hands, but lead me in the way everlasting, 
through the n^eritsof Jesus Christ, * my Sa- 
viour. Amen. 

hovd, have mercy upon me; Christ, have:* 
mercy upon nie, miserable sinner. ' 

^ - ' ■• - • 

Al-ONEMENT.- . 

Tf IE remedy for which; In -^^ the* last ex- - 
hortatiob) yoa were' dAretl^A \»-^^fcV^.5»^ 

B 6. 



ttie ctir^ for yout! dkease of sin, k only to 

be found in that SacFifice or Atonement 

< 

wbkh was offered for you and all mankind, 
&y the death of Jesus Christ upon the Cross; 
hj which yoo are put into &ach a state, that 
fbu limy Work out your own salvation ; and 
may humbly/ but confidently hope, that 
%\ie blessing of God will assist your holy 
cfindeavours. 

Diiarly Moved Brother, I heartily be^ 
«eeeh you to consider this thing well**-* 

' All yoar future hopes of mercy depend 
"tupon this alone^j for there is none other 
tiame under Heaven given to men, whereby 
we must be saved, neither i& there salvatipn 
in any other* ^cts 4. 

^* This is the foundation of tl)e Christian 
Beligton> that wheki maa had. sinned and 
was utterly unable to make any satisfaction 

* for his Wi^ or to do any thing by which be 
might blot out the sins he bad committed^ 
God sent his own Sod to take upon him our 
flesh/ to* be made man, and in the nature 
of man,^ (that is the same nature that had 

' eiffended,) to make full satisfaction for the 
mns i^f && world bv iuft iMitfefit Qbedience^ 
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« 

and tlna 9acriijice of bitnaelf upon the Croas..'^ 
LesUe. 

It must be coosid^red, that Qod is not 
only just| be is justice itself,^ and ju^tipe, 
by its very nature^ niust punisb even to tbe 
very least offence, and exact the last far* . 
thing, for other wi3e it is not justice. To 
forgive belongs to mercy, not to justice^ 
and as God i^ perfect in every thio^ hovr 
shall mercy and justice st^nd together ? 

This question never could have b^n 
answered, nor should we havLe *been i^ble 
to ' reconcile justice with mercy, if Qod 
himself had not taught us how to do so in 
tbe Gospel. It is completely done by the 
•redemption of Christ; by his jierfect pbei^ 
^ di^qe and sqtfi^ring in the ^me fle^b that 
offended. How or why this method w^s, 
chosen^ is npt for us to epq^uire, but^we ^e^^ 
his mercy softening, yet esi^alting bis justice; 
bis Justice shewipghis mercy more glorious 
and {extensive. 

That God would be appeased with sacrir 
itce is a notion that bas prevailed 'ovqr the 
whole world, ever since tlie. preation. A^i^ 
|be beli^ that iP)ri(b(^\i^ sU^dvci^ .^l Ni^f^R^ 
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there would be no forgiveness or remission^ 
introduced and has kept up among the 
Heathen nations to this day, the shocking 
custom of offering* human sacrifices in order 
to obtain the favour of God, or turn away his 
anger. 

See how plainly the atonement^ this re** 
conciliation, this message of peace, is de>- 
chsLved in the Bible: " You who were be^ 
fore alienated and enemies in your mind by 
Wicked' works, yet now hath he reconciled 
in the body of his flesh through d^ath, to pre^ 
Bent you holy and unblameable inhis sigbti^^ 
1 Coioss. 

' Now, in Christ Jesus^ ye who sometihies 
were afar off, are made nigh by the Mood 
of Christ. Of which words the .plain meao- 
ia^ is> that we who were once enemi«9, 
children of wrath^ and out of favourr by sin, 
are, by. the Sacrifice of Christ, restored and 
brought home to the favour of God. He 
having made peace by the blood- pf hts 
^ro6s. 

I lay down my life for the sheep. Christ 
hath i^edeemed us from the curse of the law, 
'Mogmad^ a curse fot w. Yft^^Wfrowa-^-- 
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self bare our sins in his own body on^ the 
tree, that we being dead to sin^ should live 
unto righteousness. Ye were as sheep gomg 
astray, but now are returned to the Shep- 
herd and Bishop of your souls. Christ hath 
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring us to God^ Ye were 
not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold, but with the precfous blood 
of Christ, as a lamb wfthout blemish and 
without spot And the glbrified -saints in 
heavea make it their rejoicing song pf praise 
to their Saviour: Thou wast slain, and basts 
redeemed us unto God by thy blood; out 
of every Kindred and riaffon. — Since then 
you are redeemed, and bought witli such a 
price as the precious blood- of Christ, and 
have encouragement to approach him jh 
prayer, your sad condition, more especially, 
calls upon you to be more grateful to him, 
and to rejoice, that through him ypu H^ay, 
with a truly penitent heart, have iaccess to 
the Father of Mercies, and that a door of 
mercy is still open, to you, through Jesps 
Christ;, yet temper your rejoicing vrittv <lt»:t 
ior your manifold and great i\tv&* 



40, -4 MmmiilfoK ^ri^t^rs. 

Let tiiia prayer assist yoi^r deyoti(^ 



PRAYER, . 

O Almighty God, Father of our Lord 
.Jesus Christf by whose meritorious death 
i^pd sufferings, a door is still open for the pe- 
nitent sinner to the throne of grace, with 
humble repentance and with trembling fear, 
I fly to thee for pardon and forgiveness. 

Lordi my carnal will hath been at enmity 
with thee, and the burden of my sins still 
priesseth me sore. All flesh is corrupt before 
thee, ^and I am loaded with no common 
weight of offences. Before the cross of my 
Saviouri enable me, by thy grace, to shake 
off n;iy sins^ and my spirit to ascend to thee, 
ur^fetteced by iniquity. My sins, :thougli 
they be f'ed as crimson, let them through my 
Saviour's suffering become as white a& wool ; 
tbrot^gh his precious death alone jt is, that I 
dare lift up niy voice to thee, I have sinned,^ 

1 have done wickedly, what shall I do unlio 
tbe^ O thou preserver of men, Subd.ue^ I 

be^eeck thee,, the; law m m^ \»ftniVyQ^ war-- 



ring against the law of my min^f aod bring* 
ing me into captivity to the la,w of sin. 
Aid and assist me to lay bold on thy mercy, 
through Jesus Christy and now mine eyes are 
opened to behold thy salvation^ enable me by 
thy Spirit, (whenever it shall please thee to 
call me henc6)) to depart in peace with all 
the world, and in confident hope of thy 
mercy, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

^ COLLECT. 

© GoD^ whose blessed Son was manifestedi 
that he might; destroy the work$ of the 
Devil, and make us the sons of God, and 
heirs of eternal life, grant us, we beseech . 
thee^ that having this hope, we may. purify 
ourselves even as he is pure, that when he 
shall appear again with power and greati 
glory, we may be made like unto him ia hi& 
eternal and glorious kingdom, where with 
thee, O Father, and with thee^ O Holy Ghost, 
he liveth and reigneth ever one God^ world 
without end". Amen. 



Paaise the Lord, O m^ so>a\^ w^ S(y^^ 



/ 
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not all his benefits., .And how great is the 
benefit, that with humble hope, sinner as I 
am, I may pour out my soul before thee ; 
tliat in this my sinful state, now when my 
wounds stink and are corrupt through my 
foolishness^ I may, in penitence, still hope 
for their being healed by my Saviour's love. 
Yet, O Lord, boundless as is thy loving 
kindness, still so heavy is the ^burden of my 
sins, that, whil« I rejoice, fear and trem- 
, bling get hold upon me, and an horrible 
dread hath overwhelmed me. Though tby 
love and nfercy hath made the crooked 
straight before me, let no presumption ever 
lead rne to believe that I can .plead the sa- 
cijfice of my Saviour, but upon that hearty 
and. true repentanoe, that refofmation and 
amendment of life, without which, profes- 
sion is vain, and promises without fruit« 
Gmnt thai I may die unto sin, and rise 
again unto righteousness, tbr6ugh JesB& 
Christ,' my Redeemer. . 

From my enemies defend me, O Christ, 
and graciously look upon my af&iction, ' 

Pitifully behold the sorrow of my hearty 
And meretfully foT^ve vn^ ^v;i«% 
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. O Lord Jesus Christ, Lamb of God, that 
takest away the sins of the wortd, have 
merfcy upon me and r-eceive my prayer. 

DEATH AND JUDGMENT. 

Every man knows, that it is. appomted- 
unto all men once to die, when l^is body 
returns to the dust as it was, and his con- 
cerns with this world are all closed. It i$ 
of more importance still to know what be* 
comes of the soul, the breath of life.-^. 
Whither is it gone, what is it to suffer or 
«njoy after it is departed from the body?' 
Experience of every day shews the death of 
the body, reason Hbelieves, and Scripture as- 
sures us, tbatafler that is the judgment. 

A few observations are all' that are neces- 
sary respecting death. / 

* ■ ... 

1st. Death is the leaving this worW for 
ever, and this must soon be the lot of every 
one. Hence we should learn, that whatever 
foolish opinion we may form of the things 
of this world, they never can, in fact, be so 
valuable as to make us sell our souls for 
thenp.. For if a man could ^«l\w VJc^r. >«Nx^i^ 
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world and lose bis own souL what would it 

profit him ? 
Sd. Death is the parting from our bodies. 

Now as the body was made for the soul, 
and not the soul for the body, , as the soul 
shall live for ever, and the body sooq re- 
turn to corruption, it i^ muqb wiser to pro- 
vide for tlie good . of the soul^ than for the 
good of the body, which can live but so 
short a time. And therefore our Lord gives 
us thi^ warning ; when your duty call^, fear 
not them that kill the body, and then have . 
no more that they caQ do ; but fear him who, 
after he hath killed :the body, can destroy both 
body and soul io hell ; yea^. I say unto you» 
fear him ; Uiat is God. 

3d. Death is the gate by which we enter 
upon ,a new and unknown state of life. Of 
that untried state we know but littl^ : this, 
however, we do know,, thi&t the eye bath, not 
seen, the ear hath not beard, nor bath it en- 
tered into the heart of man to conceive the 
good things which Qod hath prepai'ed for 
th^m that love him. And that weeping and 
wajling, tribulation, and eternal apguisb, shall 
ibe the Jot of him that, dqetl^. evil. 
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Before we thus receive our pprtioQ of 
everlasting joy, or everlasting woe, we are 
told by the word of truth, that *' Jesus-Cbrist, 
to whom all judgment is ^omnvitted, shall call 
us from the grave^ the trumpet shall mindj 
and the dead shatt- be raised'^ No words can 
describe that awfuU scene so well as those of 
Scripture. ^ 

We must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to 
what he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad. For all that are in the grave shall 
hear his voice, and shall come forth, they 
that have done good unto the resurrection of 
life, they that have done evil unto the result 
■ rection of damnation* The manner in which 
this judgment shall be executed is thus de- 
scribed. ^ 

The Son of Man (Jesus Christ) shall 
come in the cloudls of heaveti, with power 
^and great glory; he shall send his angels 
With a great sound of trumpet; iahd before 
him shall be gathered all^ nations. The 
Lord Jesus shall be reyealed .from heaven 
with his mighty angels inflamitv^^x^^ \»iixsx% 
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vengeanqe on them that know not God, and 
obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Ghrist. They shall be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction frorar the presence of the 
Lord. He shall place the good on his right 
iiand, and shall say unto* tbem^ come ye 
blessed children of my Father, receive the 
kingdom prepared for you from the begin- 
ning of the world. He shall say to the 
witked on his left hand, depart from me 'ye 
cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for thq 
devil and his angels. I saw the dead, says 
the apostle, small and great, stand before 
God^ and the books were opened, and the 
djead were judged out of these things which 
were written in* those books, according tp 
their works. And the kings of the earth, 
and the great men, and every bondman, and 
every freeman, hid themselves in the dens 
and in the rocks of tlie mountains, and said 
to the mountains, and rx>cks« ^' Fall on us 
and J^de us from the face of him. that sittctii 
pn the throne, and from the wrath of tlie 
Lamb, for the great day of his wrath il 
coyw^^^nd who shall, be able to stand/' 
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'How dreadful is this description ! how 
great the terror of tbem, who, conscious of 
their sins^ call upon the mountains in vaiu 
to hide them* 

Here you see that a just recompence will 
Jje made to all, small and great, according, 
to their works. And if in the sinful course 
of life which you have followed^ led by folly, 
and plunged into crime, you have neglected 
to prepare for this awful day, which (cer- 
tain as de^th) must come to all, lose, not 
one moment more.. Look anxiously for* 
ward to the great event Figure to your mind 
.before hand ivhat must come to passi--^ 
— •'Hark! the trumpet of the archangel 
sounds to aw^tken you to judgment." — (l . 
Thes. iv. 16*) — "See the heijivens on fi^a 
dissolving, the elements of the world melt- 
ing with a fervent heart." — (2 Peter iii. K). 
-^" The- clouds bursting asunder and rolling 
away, Jesus Christ in glory and majesty, ' 
with thousands of his saints and angels.''—^ 
(1 Thes. m. 13.) — '^The books opened, and 
your account displayed," — {Rev. xx, 12.) 
*' The kingdom prepared frocp the founda- 
.iion 6f the world, joy unspeakabie, acidf>\^ 
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of glory, for the righteous.'*— (^^''- xxv. 
54*) — " Behold, everlasting fire, the gulph 
of hell, before 5^our feet, yawniog wide to 
receive the wicked into the company of the 
devil and his angels," (^MJatt.^xxv. 41.) — 
** Yourself overwhelmed with terror, calling 
in vain upon the mountains to fall upon you/' 
— (jRw. vi. 16.) and think (before It may be 
too late) what then you would give if it were 
in ypup power-to redeem your lost time. That 
you had not by a wicked life forfeited that 
crown of glory, those pleasures which are at 
God's right hand, and now about to be be- 
stowed upon his saints. Who can dwell with 
the devouring fire, who can dwell with ever- 
lasting burnings ? Awake in time, fly to the 
mercy of God, and through his blessed Son 
Jesus Christ, pray that you may find mercy 
in that day. 

PRAYER. 

O God of justice and mercy, terrible in 
.thy wrath, but compassionate in love, awaken 
my soul to a just sense of all my evil deeds. 
I am not able to stand in tbyjudgment, be 
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mercrful to me a sinner.— Hear my prayer, 
O Lord, hear me when I cry unto thee; 
measure not mine offences by the line of thy 
justice, butlook upon me in mercy, and- help 
me for the sake oiF thy beloved Son. Let the 
awful day of judgment, when I must give 
an account of all my past life, be constantly 
before my thoughts. Raise me, I beseech ;- 
thee, O .^Lord, from the death of sin to a 
life of righteousness : and let* the terror of 
thy judgments ^so persuade me to prepare, 
myself.by repentance, that when the trumpet 
shall sounds I may meet my Saviowr with 
hope and confidence in thy mercy. By his 
precious blood-shedding alone can t be made 
clean in thy sight, who art of 4)urer eyes 
than to behpid iniquity. Cast me hot away, 
O Lord, to outer darkness and despair, but 
assist me with thy Holy Spirit, and may the 
fear of the Lord lead me to that humble 
penitence and perfect love which cast out 
fear. All these^ and" all other necessaries, 
which for my unworthmess I dare not, and 
for my blindness I cannot ask, vouchsafe t6 
give me foe the worthiness of thy Son Jesus 
Christ* Jmcn. 
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Collect. 

AL*tiGHTY; doD give me grace to ca^l 
away the works of wickedness, and put upon 
me the armour of light, in rightebusness and 
triie holiness, that in the last day, when 
thy blessed Son Jesus Christ dhall cdnie in 
his glorious Majesty to Judge the quick and 
dead, I itiay rise to the life immortal,, through 
him who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Ghost now arid ever. Amen^ 

Righteous art thou, O Lord, and just are 
.thy judgments. 

Enter not into judgment with thy servant, 
O Lord, for in thy sight 'shall no man liVing 
be justified. 

O Lord hear my pirayer, and let rtfiy cry^ 
. ing come unto thee. 

What fnust I do to be saved f 

If you are once made sensible of the 
^ truths of religion; that you are ^sinner in 
the full sense of the' word, and exposed there- 
fore to the awful judgment of Godi and the 
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dreadful punishment of everlasting fite; if 
you are not hard&ned in siti, and dead to 
every thing that love or fear, joy or suffering* 
can offer; if not wholly without common 
sense, and one of those fools who hath sdid 
in his heatt, there is no God, it is impos- 
sible but the question • must rise in your 
mind. What shall I do to be saved ? Whi- 
ther shall I fly to escape the fixed gulph of 
hell that opens before me ? The answer is a 
short^one, " Let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous mail his thoughts, and 
let him turn unto the Lord, and he williiave 
inercy upon him, anid to our God for he will 
abundantly pardon.*' {Isaiah Iv.) *' Repent 
and be converted, that yourxsins may be 
blotted out." {Acts iii.) The law a'nd the 
gospel joining to declare, that if we truly 
turn to the Lord he will turn to us. 

In order to save you from despair, andi 
if possible, awaken serious emotions of re- 
pentance, let me admonish you, that though 
fear may now for the first time have roused 
your attention, it is a principle of love in 
God) whtcb offers, * on his part, repentance 
to the tfoner« And God-s \ove ^wiNsixii^ 
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retui;ned with love. The Lord is long suf- 
fei'ing towards us^ and not willing that any 
shbuld perish, but that all sliould come to 
repentance. And this is the jovely character 
by which he is self-described; The Lord 
Gody merciful and gracious, keeping mercy 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgres- 
sion, and sin, and that will by no means 
dear the gdilty. And though jthey who re-^ 
main in their guilt and sin will not be clears 
ed,. yet so pleasing to our heavenly Father 
is the sighing of a contrite heart> sq much 
doth the Almighty desire the salvation even 
of the wicked, that *' there is joy in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth." (Luke:) 
But beware. Repentance doth not consist in 
the words of the mouth, it must conie from 
the Heart. To be truly penitenti you must 
^eftse to do evil^ and learn to do well, and 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance. You 
liiay, perhaps, be sorry that you have of-^ 
feiided, for fear of being transported or hanged, 
Of otherwise punished* But if you have no 
better principle than this, yoii are rather 
sorry that your sin is found out, than soTry 
that jou have done it. Your repentance 
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must be built upon a better foundation than 
the fear of the exeeutioner. 

Call then to. mind the love and goodness 
of God. The blessings which he laid before 
yoUy the life and talents which he bestowed 
upon yoa, the wondrous love* manifested by 
sending his beloved Son to die upon the 
cross, and to shed his .blood for your salvc^- 
tioa; tlieacall to mind how very bad a re- 
turn you bave made to all this goodness and 
love. That instead of fearifig and loving 
, God, with all your tieart and with all your 
soul, and keeping his. commandments, you 
have neglected him evea while, be was pre-* 
serving and protecting you^ broken his laws^ 
ppofaned his holy name,, turned your back 
upon hia holy day, and despised his word. 
Tbis, this has been the return which you have 
made to. your kindest friend^ and. benefactor^ 
to youn heavenly Father, to the God that 
gave you brealh. IJnworlby shameful ini^ 
giatitude!' Think then how undeserving you 
are, and cry out fromb the bottom, of youc 
souj, God be merciful to me a sinner 1 

Your crime ma^ not be so heinous as ta 
caJl for the sentence of deailv, ^"^ ^^"^ v^ Y^' 
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sible (if it should) that the mercy of the 
King, may spare your life. Bat though you 
sfiould escape punishmeut here entirely,, yet 
it is a certain truth that you must stand be* 
fore the judgment seat of Christ ; that awful 
trial none can escape. There no witness 
will be required, no art will serve, no false 
excQses avail. Your own conscience will lay 
open, and the eye of the allrseeing Judge 
discern the very bottom of your heart There 
is, there can be no way to escape his.veo- 
geaiice but one, repent and be converted 
that your sins may be blotted out. Ail de* 
lays are dangerous, it is impossible to guess 
how many days you may have yet to come, 
but it is certain that they cannot be without 
number, and that the longer you put off 
your amendment, the more difficult it will 
be to amend. If you escape death here, you 
will again be thrown among the wicked, and 
they will by example, by temptation, and 
mockery, endeavour to shake your resolu- 
tion, and prevent your amendment: your 
own evil habits will add to the difficulty, and 
if you clo not sei^e the present time, and 
5/)eedily resolve to do wickedly no more, you 
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will be more hardeoed by the deceitfulness 
of sin. Consider th^g how bad the bargain, 
if a man should gain the whole world and 
lose his owtt: souL There is no other way 
by which a sinner can save his soul^ but by 
coming to Christ, with true repentance fot 
his past sins, and a resolution to do so no 
more; and then, ^ith faith unfeigned in the 
merits of his Redeemer, he may be sure that 
he will not be utterlv cast out. 
V ^O. sinful man, while it is called to 'day, 
despise not the riches of God's rpercy ; lay 
hold on the hand which is held out to help 
and save you from everlasting death ; and 
whether you die here, or w-hether you are 
^ delivered, carry your good resolutions along 
with you. For if you die in your sins, and 
without Repentance, you must certainly go 
to damnation* If you heartily ref)ent from 
a proper frame of mind,, you may humbly 
hope for that heaven; where there are plea* 
sures for evermore. 
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COLLECT. 

\ 

. O Merciful , God, who ha«t made all 
inen, and hatest nothing that thou hast.madej 
nor wiliest the death of a sihner, but rather 
that he should be converted and live, have 
nr.ercy upon ine one of the chief of sinners^ 
who in this time of distress cry unto thee for 
pardon and forgiveness. Take from me, I 
beseech thee, all ignorancCi hardness of 
heart, and contempt of thy word and com- 
mandments, and so bring me home by re- 
pentance aild faich, blessed Lord, to thy 
flock, that I m^y be saved among those that 
believe in thy natne, and be united wi(h 
them in one fold, under one shepherd^ Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reign^h 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, one Crod, 
world without ^nd. Amen. 

COLLECT, 

Almighty and everlasting God, who for* 
givest the sins of all them that are penitent^ 
create and make in me a new and contrite 
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hearty that worthily lamenting my sins, and- 
acknoivledging my wfetchednessi^ I may ob- * 
tain of tbee> the God. of .all mercy, perfect, 
remission and forgiveness, through Jesus - 
Christ our Lord. Amcn% 

O thou that sittest at the right hand of 
God, hear my prayer, 

O Lamb of God, tliat takest away the- 
sins of the world,, have mercy upon me. 

Oithou- that sittest at the right hand of ^ 
God, evcft* make intercession for me, misers 
able sinner. ' 

CONCLUDING ADMONmON. 

Having now, my Brother, en^deavoured^ 
from motives of pure Christian Charity, to 
explain* shortly to you such truths of the 
Gospel, and. such mercies of God, as should 
lead you. ta a worthy repentance; let me 
hope that these things may not be quite 
thrown away, without producing some good 
effects, and that you may be sensible of your 
present condition, and future prospects, whe- 
ther you do or do not receive the punishment 
of dmth-Aa^ this world. ^ Vv^\fcN« volvj \sfc 
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your lot here, it can never be too ofteD re* 
-peated, you must one day stand before a 
higher Judge, from whorn^ if you do not blot 
out your sins by penitence and prayer, it will 
be impossible to escape ; and the punish- 
ment will be more dreadful than words can 
describe. Though forms of sound words 
will not be all that is necessary, and though 
your heart must truly turn with hiimble piety 
and tonfession to God, yet somB short direc- 
tions for your behaviour while in ptison> and 
suitable forms of prayer may be of use to 
help you forward in the way you should go. 
And let me earnestly and repeatedly be- 
y seech you, if you should escape the' punish- 
ment of death, and be set at liberty in your 
own country, or be transported to anotiier, to 
carry in your mmd these truths wherever 
you go. Depend upon it, religion is the 
only true and certain comfort of life, in 
whatever state you may be^ placed it will 
make God your friend, and He will admi- 
nister peace to your soul in affliction and 
distress. Religion is the only principle that 
6ati hold you steady, and preserve you from * 
the, temptation of ^Va, X\\^ vj^yAA^ wd the 
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deviK This, this alone, will make your bed 
easy in sicknjess, and will support yoa in - 
old age, and in death. 

To this end, itt' the first plaee, let no 
^'ieked or tewd conversation proceed out of 
your tnouth^ avoid all proplmne cursing and 
swearing, lying and srandering, for the Lord ' 
'will not hold him guiltless that taketh bis- 
nanrie in vain ; and all liars shall have their 
portion in the .lake that burneth with fire and 
brimstone. 

Use no abusive language to any of your^ 
.fellow prisoners, but be ready, at all times, to-, 
help with good advice to the best of your 
power, such as are ignorant or cannot read 
this book. Avoid all drunkepness^ intem- 
perance, and every evil work. 

Consider th9.t you have brought your pre- 
sent sorrows upon yourself. Remember all 
the eril thai you have done, and be wiser, 
for the time ta eome. Say to yourself every 
day, and many times in a day, how shalhl 
be able to stand before God, to whom alt 
hearts are open^ and from wbom no seccets^ 
are hid. 

Be patient under .>jo\kv %>aSjeuv\sg»i ^^^ 
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tbankfol to God, that He hath been pleased 
to stop you in your way to ruin and destruc- 
tlon, and; by bringing you to a right midd, 
'hath afforded you reason to liope that your 
punishment in this world, may, through 
Christ, help forward your salvation in the 
next. It will be good for you to have been 
afflicted, if your chains lead you to repent* 
ance.— Keep the hour of (ieath and day of 
judgment constantly in youi" thoughts, that 
you may be the bitter prepared for botl), 
making it your daily care so to live, that you 
may be found better when you cou^e to die. 
Consider the misery and horror to which you 
certainly expose yourself by sin, and that, 
by timely repeatance, your sorrow may be 
turned to joy. ' 

Above all things remember, that 'evil 
communications corrupt good manoerSj and 
make men more wicked than they were be- 
fore. And as the gaol is generally filled 
with the worst of men, who endeavour to 
spread their wickedness among those whom 
th^y find less corrupted than tbecfiselves, 
avoid their wicked conversation and evil 
lessonSjf as you would ^vold hiall and the 
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devil: Regard not their jests at your good 
resolutions. If you have not the courage 
to despise their jokes and sneers here, yoii 
must be confined to the society of devils and 
wicked angels hereafter. If you are so con- " 
.lined in Uie same room that you cannot 
avoid their company, look upon it as one of 
the trials to which your own sins have brought 
you, and if you stand firm, you will be like 
the wise man whp built his house upon ^ 
rock^ And though nqw among the faithless, 
this very trial may obtain for you the praise . 
of your Lord. 

In the name of God, I warn you, as you 
value His favour, and hope for His mercy^ 
or regard the welfare of 3'our immortal 
souls, that you do not follow their ba^d ex- 
amples. If others swear, do you not swear; 
if others speak lightly of God and religion, 
do you speak of them vvith awe and reve- 
rence; be assured it is no mark of a coward . 
to fear the Almighty, nor of a brave man to 
set Him at defiance. 

Whenever you are called to public wor- 
' ship in the chapel, let your behaviour be 
such as may shew that 'jout \\^^\\. vs* ^^v^ 
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God, to the edifying of others. YrOur coi»^ 
ditton is so ' miserable, that you should do 
every thing you can any where, and at any 
tin>e, but especially iot |!K»ly worship, tl>at 
you may manifest your dependance u-pon 

. (?od, and make Him your friend. 

Never ^ink that the evil behaviour of 
otheEB will be aQy excuse for you; or that 
you are safe because others are worse. The 
more simiers. the more sufferers. All the 
wicked shall be turned into hell. Even 
your wicked companions will add to yt)ur 
torment. The devil is first a tempter, then 
a. tormentor, and such are bis ministers. If, 
when tempted to do evil, you knew that the 
tempter was really the devil in human sbape^ 
surely you would fly from the temptatroR^ 
yet the tempter is. certainly one jof the devil's 
servants, and if you would not listen to the 
master, you should not litsten to ins servanlb 
If any one tempt you to drunkenness, con- 
' ^ider it as the devil who offers the cup* If 
you are tempted to commit f()rnicaiion> c6n- 
sider the tempter is one of his ministers. 
Be 'constantly on the watch against every 

thing Mrong; your safesl ^w^t^ h^xW b^ to- 
\ 3 . 
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be always employed in doing what is right. 
If yoa yield for ^ moment to temptation of 
any kind, to a tale of wickedness which 
has been done by another, to a jest at God 
and ' religion, to a profane or lewd song, 
depend upon it y04ir dangeii encreases every 
minute: Id guard yourself, call to. mind that 
death and judgment, heaven and bjell, are 
near at hand ; that the more you listen to 
such profaneness, the more likely you are 
to be damned; and at all events, thatyoa , 
will have mqre to repent of. The least 
therefore thiil you can do, is to shev/ your 
dislike of such behaviour, if you cannot avoid 
being witness to it. , 

, At every opportunity read your Bible, or 
your Common Prayer- Book, or this little 
book y and don't lay it aside because ypu 
have read it over once, but read it again and 
again. Think upon the advice which it gives, 
imprint it upon your heart, read it to othei^ 
' who cannot read themselves. Pray con- 
stantly to God, at least every morning and 
evening w hen you go to your cell, arid before 
you leave it. Prepare your mind in sea- 
sotif for the receiving l\\e ^^c\^vx\^^v ^^ "^ 
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Lord'* Supper, which will keep up a lively 
sense of God's mercy, through Christ, with a 
thankful remembrance o£bis. death, and disr 
pose you to be in charity with all men. 

K you^ have injured, any private person, 
pc the public, it is your bounden. duty to 
make the best amends iiv .your po.wer, by 
such confession, I do not say as shall injure 
yourself upon your trials but such as may 
be of use to those whom vou have wronged, v 
And if you know that any of your old com- 
panions are leagued together for the pur- 
pose of injuring others, or the public, it^ is 
your undoubted duty to do all that you are 
able to do, to disappoint their malice. For 
if you withhold the only amends which you . 
have in your power to make, I do not see 
1k)w you can be said to repent, or how- you 
can expect mei cy hereafter. If I have done 
to any man any wrong, I restore to him four- 
fold, said Zaccheus. 

I do not, upon serious consideration, be- 
lieve that it will be laid to your charge 
hereafter, if you plead not GuUty upon 
your trial,, though you should, in fact, be 
rea//y guilty, 1 wou\d tvoX, Wq^ ^om even 
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suspect yourself to be adding to yoqr sins qh 
such an occasion* 

In pleading Not guilty, you deceive rio 
one. 

The law mercifully considers every per- 
son as innocent, till he is, convicted by his 
. trial, The plea of Not guilty^ therefore, is 
understood to mean, ^^ot guilty in law; anc| 
if yoii were to plead Guilty, I believe thp 
Judge would certainly interpose, explain this 
to you, at)d give yoq lejive to recall yott|^, 
words, and plead Not guilty. So that t 
think you may safely pl?ad Not guilty witlj^^ ' 
out telling a lie. 

But you must go no farther, Th^ laws of 
truth forbid you to^cay apy perjured or false 
witness^ to set forth lies for your own protec- 
tion, or shift the blame uporx any innocent ' 
person. Doing therefore your best, by every, 
honest means to save yourself, put your trust 
in God, and pray most earnestly that he wilL 
give. you a good deliveraace. 

In order to keep your mind steadily di- 
rected to all these good things, let me, in the 
last instance advise, that every night after you 
retire to your cell, you emwiviQ \ss5;y^ ^•^\^-' ^ 
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fully your behaviour ih the past 4ay ; if .yoii 
neglect this^ probably all yoar good resolo^ 
tions vfi\\ be fruUl^sSt 

Ask yourself then^-rHas my mind been 
turned this day towards God ? or to sin r — 
Have I; endeavoured by remembering my. 
ofFences, to awaken hearty repentance and 
sorrow for all that I have done amiss ; have 
I resolved to do so no njprq? — \JVkenevcr 
ypu see this mark ?-^ stoj^ and answer the 
last question before you go to the fieiVt.'\ 

Have I recollected that my own sin alone 
has brought me (o thi$ condition ^ — and that 
the wisest thing I can do is to make a good 
use of the punishment?— 

Am I sensible that it hath been merqy to 
cheeky qae in my way of wickedness?-^ 

Am I thankful to God that he hath . af<- 
forded me"me2\ns of salvation through Jesus 
Christ?—- 

liave I, in this past day, cursed or 3worn, 
lyed or slandered any one, quarrelled with, 
or abused any one ?— 

Have I endeavoured so to dispose my 
heart, that I freely forgive all mine enemies, ^ 
who, by temptation^ have le<J me to my sinsi^. 
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and wickedness ?--aod do. I pra^ for thf ir 

amendtoent ?^^ 

Do I forgive all those^ who in discharge 

of their .duty, have brought me to this 
place?— ram I in peace and charity with all 
w^enr— or have my evil inclinations rqr 
turned upon me?— -have I sung any profane 
or lewd song, or listeiied with pleasure to 
others ?— have I in thought, word, or deed, 
contrived any thing, or taken pleasti re in any 
thing evil?— 

By such sort of exaoiination, you wilt 
every day see when y<m have failed in yoat 
duty, and when you know your danger, it 
will be your own fault if you do net mend; 
Remember always^ that Heaven ai^d Hell; 
the blessing and the cufsingi are before you*. 
~, ' - » ■■ ' 

I * 

^rajfer of Confessidnfor daily Us^. 

O God, who declarest thy almighty^ power 
most chie% in shewing mercy and pity^ 
and art always more ready to hear thian I 
am to pray, pour down upop m6 the aburi7 
dance of thy mercy. Bring me to a due 
sense of mine own unri^h^'^ovi^w^^^^ •^\>^ 
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awaken that gudly sorrow in my heart whkh 
worketh repentance. My sins are numbec- 
lesS; and I am not worthy to lift up mine 
eyes to heaven ; I have provoked, thy wrath* 
and done evil before thee ; I have not kepit 
thy commandments ; I b>ave not reverenced 
thy holy name ; t li^ye despised thy holy 
^ord, turned my bftck upon thy holy ordir 
nances, and {Htrt let the prmner - partir 
cujlarlti call to mind hh own persoml offenc€s\ 
so have I sinned in thy sight* Lord hav:e 
ffiercy uppn me.— Spare ipe go<j4 I^rd, 
apare me ;: forgive me those heavy transr 
gressions of which fny conscience i? afraid^ 
and give me all good and necessary things 
wJ^ich I am not worthy to ask„ buttbrojugh 
the merits and for the sake of thy only Son, 
JeSus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

i 

* 

Our Father, which art in Heaven ; HaU 
lowed be thy name. Tlxy kingdom come.. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this day our daily breads 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
them that trespass against us. And lead u^ 
pQt intQ temptation J B.ut deliver us frQoj 
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evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the 
powerj and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amm. , ' . ■ ^ , 

Lord have mercy upon me, miserable 
sinner. 

Turn me, good Lord, so shall I be turned^ 
O blessed Saviour hear my prayer, 

PSALM VL 

' Lord rebuke me not in thine indigna- 
tion, neither chasten me in thy displeasure. 
2. Have mercy upon me,- O Lord, for I am 
weak : O Lord heal m«, for my bones are 
vexed. — 3. My soul also is sore troubled : 
but, Lord, how long wilt thou punish me.— 
4. Turn thee, O Lord, and detlvfer mv soul : 
O save me for thy mercies' sake. — 5. For 
in death no man .remembereth thee : and 
who will give thee thanks in the pit? — I am 
weary of my groaning t every night wash I 
my bed, and watet ^y couch with my tears.— 
7; Away from me all ye that work va- 
nity : for the Ijord hath heard the voice of 
my weeping. 
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' PSALM xxxn. 

Blessed is he who$e unrighteousness is 
forgiven, dnd whose sin is covered*— 2. 
Blessed is the msLn unto whom the Lord 
ipfiputdth ,no sin : and in whose Spirit there 
is no guile.— *5. I will acknowledge my sin 
unto thee: atid liiine unrighteousness . have 
I hot hid,-y-6. I said, I will confess my sins 
tinto the Lord : and so thbu forgavest the 
wickedness of my sin. — 7. For this shall 
every one make his prayer unto thee. — 
11. Great plagues remain for the ungodly: 
biit whoso putteth his trust in the Lord, 
mercy embraceth him oh every side, 

PSALM xxxvin. 

Pct me not to rebuke, O Lord, in thine 
anger : neither chasten me in thy heavy. dis« 
pleasure. — 2. For thine arrows stick fast 
in me : and- thy hand presseth me sore.— 
S. There is no health in my flesh l^qauise* of 
thy displeasure: neither is there iiny rest 
in my bones by reason of my sia.-Hk. For 
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\r\^ Wickediiesses are gone, over .my bead, 
and are like a sore burden too heavy for me 
to bear. — 6. I am brought into so great 
trouble and misery* that I go mourning all 
the day long.— S>- O Lord, thou knowest all 
tny desire : and my groaning is not hid from 
thee.— 15. lu thee, O Lord, have I put my 
trust : I will confess mv wickedness, and be 
sorry for my sin.-r-21. Forsake nne not, O 
Lord, my God : be not thou far from me. 
22. Haste thee to help me : O Lord God of 
my salvation. 

PSAtM LXXXVIII. 

/ 

O LoftD Gdd of my salvation, I cry day 
iand night before thee : O let my prayer 
lenter into thy presence, incline thine ear' 
unto my calling.— 2. For my soCil is fiill of 
trouble: and my life draweth nigh unto 
hell. — 3. I am counted as one of them that 
go down into the pit : and I have been even 
as a man that hath ho strength. — 5. Thod 
hast laid lile in the lowest pit : in a place of 
darknessj and in the deep.— 5. Thine in- 
dignation lietb hard upon me : and theater' 
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vexed me with all thy storms. — 8. I am so 
fast in prison^^ that I cannot get forth. 
g. My ^ight faileth for very trouble : Lord 
I have called daily upon theei I have 
stretched forth my, -hands unto thee. — 13, 
Unto thee have !• ctied, O Lord : and early 
sl)all my prayer come before thee. 

PSALM CXXXIX* 

O honi5, thou hast searched meotitj and 
'know me; thou knowest niy down sitting and 
~ and mine uprising, thou understandest my 
thoughts afar off. -^2* Thou art about my 
bed, and about my path : and spiest out all 
my ways.— -3. For lo, there is not a word 
in my tongue! but thou^ O Lord, knowest 
it aItogether.-^4. Thou hast fashioned me 
behind and before: and laid thine hand 
upon me*— 5. Such knowledge is too won- 
derful and excellent for me: I cannot attain 
unto it.— 6. Whither shall I go then from 
thy spirit : or whither shall I go from thy 
presence ?•—'?'. If I climb up into heaven 
thou art there : if I go down to belli thou art 
there alsa — 8, If I take the wings of the 
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V 

mortiing : and rcfnain in the uttermost parts '- 
of the sea,— p. Even* there also shall thy 
hand lead me : and |hy right hand shall hold ' 
me. — 10. If I say, pcradveriture the ctarkness 
shall cover me: then shall my night be; 
turned into day.— 11. Vea, the darkness 
is no darkness with thee, but the night is 
as clear as the day : the darkness and the 
light to thee are both alike, — 13, 1 Will give 
thanks unto thee, for I am fearfully and^ 
wonderfully made : marvellous are thy works, 
and that my soul knowetb right well. — 
J 7. How dear are thy counsels unto me, , 
O God : O how great is the sum of them. — * 
18. If I tell them, they are more in number 
than the sand i when I wake up, I am prev / 
sent with thee. — 23. Try me, O God, and 
seek the ground of my heart; prove me and 
examine my thoughts.T-24. Look well if 
there be any way of wickedness in me: and 
lead me in the way everlasting. 

Blessed Lord, who bast caused all Holy : 
Scriptures to be^vriUen for our learning, . 
grant that I may in such wise hear th?m, 
read, mark^ learn^ and fnwardlj d\oji^\.\.Vv^>ax% 

D 
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that by patience and comfort of thy boly 
Vord, I may embracCi and ever hold fast the. 
blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou 
hast given me ii:^ thy Son, my Saviour Jesus 
Christ Amen. 

O Lord be with me, aad; guide me by thy 
Hply Spirit 

Lord have mercy upon me, Christ" have 
mercy upon me, 

[Let the prisoner employ himself in read^ 
ing the Holy Scrjpture at every opportuQity^ 
particularly the Gospels, and therein let hi.m 
study again and again the 5 th, 6th^ and 7tb 
chapters of St Matthew, and the 15th chap- 
ter of St Luke, but without neglf»6tiog tbe ' 
. other parts.] 

A GENERAL MORNING PRAYER. 

O. Father of mercies, under the shadow 
of whose wing the children of men find restj 
I bless and praise thy '^ holy name for the 
refreshment of sleep, which I have received 
under thy protection this night* To thee, 
O Lord, my wtiking s^rvicea , are justly cUie^ 
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I imjilol'e ihy pardon and forgiveness for all 
my sins, f6t all the evil which I have done, 
and for Wll the good whicU I have neglected' 
to do. By the assistant^ of thy grace I m\l 
do 80 no mOfe^ but turning from all my evil 
\v^)% will live better for the time to come. 
To tliee I devote my body and soul, and be* 
cause I can do 'no good thing without thee,' 
grant, I beseech thee, that all my thoughts, 
words and works, may henceforth tend to 
thy glory, and the salvation of my own soul. 
Defend me, O Lord, by thy almighty 
power, from all the temptations which do' 
so easily beset me. Keep me this day from 
all dlmg^r, and from all evil thoughts which' 
may dssault and hurt tlie soul. Keep me. 
in thy faith, fear, and l6te, and in charity - 
and peace with all men. Teach me so Xtf 
number my days, that I tnay apply my; 
heart unto that wisdom, th^ ways of which 

r 

are pleasantness ^and peace. And knowing ■- 
not the day when I ^all- be called before- 
Thy judgoi^nt seat, ^nt that it may be my ' 
daily care so to prepare myself to meet my ; 
Judge, that my last account may be a good - 
onCj through Jesus Christ out li^tdi* AmfttA.; 
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Our Father, which art in Heavea, Hat^ 

-^ * 

lowed be thy Name. . Thy Kingdom dome. ' 
Thy wiit be doim ki EartH, as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this d^y our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as 'we forgive - 
them that trespass against us. And lead- us 
not into tensptatipn;; but deliver us from. 
evil. Anien. 

EVENING PRAYeH. 

.J 

Take me, O gracious God, Ohder thy 
protection this night: the dsf^rkness is no. 
darkness 'with thee, but the night is fis clear 
as the day, the ^larkness and the -light to 
thee are. both alike. Refresh my .body with 
rest and sle^p, that in the morning I inay 
awake with a renewed good will to bless and 
praise thy holy name. 

Lord, I am not worthy to pray for these 
blessings,, which ,1 now seek at 4hy bandft 
I have sinned against heaven and before 
thee, and ana no more worthy to be called 
thy son. I am a vile. unworthy sinner, ye* 
thou Lord, only raakest me dwell in safety.. 
Have inercy upon me, O la\<i> ^a4 -hearken 
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unto my pfayerj that goetli not put of 
feigned lips. Tekch my heart to raise, kself 
to thee in humble penitence- for the num- 
berless offences which this day ;and hferf to- 
fore I have committed pgainst thy divine 
Majesty- - Let no evil thoughts assault and 

V 

lliurt my soul, but guard me with thy mighty 
power, and iaspijre me with such fear aud. 
love of thy qaine, that my heart rnjiy surely 
there be fixed, where only true joy is .to be 
found, through Jesus ^GhHst my Saviour.— 
Amen. 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, Hal- 
lowed be thy Name^ I'hy Kingdom cx^me; 
Thy will be done ill Eaftb, as if is in 
Heaven., pive us this dsiy our daiily hread. 
And forgive, us bur trespasses, a», we for-? 
give them that trespass against us. And' 
lead us, not into tierttpjatiori; But deliver 
us from iBvil; For thine is the Kingddm, and 
t^e Poorer, and the Glory, for eVer arid ever/ 
Afnm.. 

IiPrd watch over ra^ this night. 

P 3 
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O Lord, let the sorrowful sighing of the 
prisoner come before the^. 

Lord have mercy upon me, Christ have 
mercy upon me. 

Keep me, O keep me, King of kings. 

Under, thine own Almighty wings. 



Lit ant/ to be used at any time. 

Remember not, O Lord, our offences, 
nor the offences of our fore-fathers, neither 
take thou vengeance of our sins ; spare us, 
good Lord, i^are thy people whom thou bast 
redeemed with thy most precious blood, and 
be not angry with us for ever. 

From ,thy wrath and heavy indignation^ 
from the burden of our $ins, in the hour of 
death, and day of judgment^ 

Goo d Lord^ deliver us.. 

From all sin and wickedness, from the 
terrors of conscience, fix)m impatience and 
despair, and from misery and shame of im"- 
prisonment. 

Good Zordi deliver us. 
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From all snares of. the devil, frotti all 
temptation, and from everlasting death, 

Good Lord, deliver us. ' 

By thy manifold and great mercies^ by thy 
cross and suffering. 

Good Lord, delher us. 

In all Qur sorrou^s and afflictions, in all 
dangers and difficulties^ 

Good Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Be ,nierciful unto us, and forgive us all our 
sins, which by thought, woird^ or d^d, we , 
have comn^tted against thee» 

Lay_ not to our eharge tbe vain ahd idle 
words, the profane cursii^ and j^wearing^ 
the envious, revengeful^ and malicious spirit^ 
by which we have rebelled against thee ; 

ff^e beseech tke^ to heflr uSy good Lord. 

That we may be partakers of all thy gra- 
cious pronHses, through Jedus Christ ; 

JVe beseech thee to hear us^ good L&rd^ 

Deal not wiA us after out sins, nor re- * 
ward us ac?cordfeg to our iniquities. 

G raciously look upon our afflictions. 

Pitifully behold the sorrows of our hearts. 

Mercifully forgive the sins of thy people, 

D 4 
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Both now and ever vouchsafe to hear us, 
6 Christ 



- Prayers for a Prisoner before his Trial. 

•■..•■■•' 

O Almighty God, now that tb6 tune ap- 
proaches, when I am about to be called to 
, trial before my earthly Judges j humbly I 
beseech thee to look down upon me with 
^e,rey and compassion.. For the glory of 
|hy name turn from mc, t beseech th<3e, all 
those evils which I most justly lutve de- 
served. Prepare me^ Lord, to mtet the 
awftrl scene j take from me all undue cotvr 
l^d^uce and hardness of heart, and grant 
that I may meet my trial with humble pa- 
tience and meek fortitdde ; that ip my an- 
guish and distress, 'I may rest my whole trust 
and confidence in thee. Lord, not as I will, 
but as thou wilt be it done unto me. The 
fear of death hath gotten hold upon me, but 
in my trouble I will call upon thee ; Lord^ L 
beseech thee, deliver ray soul. 
. Teach me from my heart to forgive all 
thqse who have justly brought me to^ answer 
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Bfetbre my country fof mine ofFehces, In- 
spire all my judges With such merciful up- 
rightness, that my punishment may be less 
heavy than my deserts. And whether I be 
found guilty or not guilty* may this awful 
trial here be such a warning to my spirit, and 
give me fruch a foretaste of what shall be 
hereafter, that when I shall appear before 
thee, at the last judgment, I may obtain a 
happy deliverance, through the merits oT my 
Ebrd and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen, 

I HUMBLY- beseech thee, O Fdther x}f 
Mercies^.to took with pity upoa^my number* 
less transgressions, and for the glory of thy 
name turn from me all the evils which I 
have most justly deserved, Urant^ I^prd, , 
that in my sorrow and distress I may resign 
myself to thy good pleasure, not as I wHl,. 
but as thou wiit. The fear of judgment' 
bath gotten. hold upon me, but Lord, I cry • 
unto thee, hasfte thee to helix me, O Lord;^ 
Lord 1 beseech thee deliver my soul from, 
death, and my feet - from falling, and* put** 
away my misdeed's from before thee. Rene%v 
in me^ most loviiig*TatUeT/^\v^\w^>t'V^Ccv 

D 5 
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been decayed by the fiauc^ and malice of the 
dpvil and my own ' sinful desires* Bless, I 
beseech thee, all those ' whom I ^ave iDJure^id 
by word or deed^ and reward thenfi with 
thy mercies> for all the evil which I have 
4one to them. AH those whom, by u?X ^^~ 
apiple, or by my temptations, I have led to 

# 

forget thy law, grant that they may take 
wsMrning by my condition, and forsake tli^ir 

# 

evil ways; and grant, I beseech (hee, that 
their sins be not laid to ply charge, but that 
they may be done away by thy mercy, . and 
my pardon be sealed in heaven before I go 
i)ence and be no more seen^ throi^gh J^us 
our Lord, Jmen. 

Jjfo/iWf /(?» and Prayer after Cond&mndtion. 

Mr sentence is pronounced, and, death 
bangetb over me. Deathj^ whiqh by> my 
crimes I have brought upon myself, and wbi^h 
I so justly deserve. 

What a terrible prospect is now before 
me! but a few day% a few short di^ are 
left of that life to which, by oiy sins, I have 
tbut^ early put an end, aud \h»a I 
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tker ?—io a more dreadful judgment: soort 
will the executioner eome to^ bind my arms, 
and lead me to the gallows. O fool that I 
was, not to have taken heed to my , ways; 
till it was too late. O that I had not forsaken 
God, and then He would not have forsaken^ 
me ! The fear of death cncompasseth me* 
round) and an horrible dread hath taken hold- 
of me. O that I had lived, (sad and late is 
the reflection), O that I had so4ived, that I 
might have smiled at the prospect before- 
me! that I bad be^n otie of tht>8e holy men,, 
who can sav, I desire tt>*be dissolved and'to^ 
be with Chrfet, for to die is gain^ Vain and} 
fruitless expostulation. Whither shall I fly 
for succour in this my agony of despair : who- 
can deliver me from the body of this death !^ 
Vain is the help of man. To God alone can - 
I look for help or comfort; Short as my 
time is, his^ mercy, (so great beyond all that 
lean ask or think,) may be extended to me, 
miserable sinner that lam. To:him will I 
cry, inhim alone will I trust) He alone can 
save me from the fear of death and pains oi^ 
helL - , 

u 

D 6 * 
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PRAYER.' 

O Father of mercies, and. God of all 
comfort, opr only help in time of need, I fly 
to thee for succour in this my time of sor- 
row and distress. Look down, I beseech 
thee, in pity and compassion upon thine af- 
flicted servant. Thy wrath lieth hard upon 
The,^ and thou hast pierced me through with 
many sorrows, but I have deserved alL 
O merciful Lord have mercy upon me% 
Strengthen'me with thy Holy Spirit, . comfort 
me with thy Grace: give me unfeigned re- 
pentance for air the sins of my past life, 
and stedfast faith in thy Son Jesus Christ, 
that my sins may be done away by thy mercy, 
and my pardon be sealed in heaven before I 
go hence, ^nd be no more seqn. Wash ijie, 
cleanse me from mine iniquities in the pre- 
cious blood of the Lamb^ that tasted death 
fpr every man, that J may be presented with- 
. put spot before thee. Make my untimely 
end an awful warning to others, that they 
may seriously apply their hearts unto wi3- 
do/n and righteousness, and come not into 



A Manual fw Prisoners. 85 



this pl^ce of terror and anguisb,^ and in 
the few days which remain for me, O dbut 
not up thy loving kindness in displeasure, but 
vouchsafe to bestow ^ipon me such cbmfort 
of thy grace, that I may die in hope of thy 
mercy and, forgiveness, through Jesus Christ 
ray only Savidur. Axnen. 



For' a Person condemned for Murder, 

O MERCIFUL Go0, who, accordiug to the 
multitude of thy mercies,' dost so put away ' 
the sins of theni who truly repent, that thou \ 
rememberest them no more. Open thine 
eye of mercy upon me, miserable siqner, 
veho, vile and unworthy of thy least mercy, . 
can fly only to thee for refuge. — NumherlesiS 
as the sands of the sea have been tny offences, 
the remembrance of them is grievous,- the. 
burden of them is more than I can bear. 
How shall I d^re to implore* thy mercy. How 
shall I look up to tHee, who art of purer 
eyes. than to behold iniquity with Compla* 
cence. How shall I pray for mercy, when 
my merciless and cruel heart refused my bro* 
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tb^r'$ prayer. Let not, I beseech thee, bid 
hloocjl any longer cry for vengeance against 
me. Deal not with me as I have dealt wkb 
him; mercy, good Lord, mercy, T beseech, 
tbough. ray brother cried unto me> and f 
regarded not, yet do thou have pity upon. 
me, and spare me^ for my Redeemer's sake. 
O blessed Jesus, when thou comest in thy 
kingdom to judge the quick and dead, and I, 
wretchj^ and vil^ sinner,' stand trembling 
before tliee, O let me not be cast into utter 
d$^rkness in wailing and gnasibing of teeth. 
XJpoa the cross the penitent thief received- 
comfort from thee ; O stretch out thine aroo. 
in compassion, and spare me, good Lord,. 
spare me, for thy mercy's sake. 
, G send thy Holy Spirit into my heart tor- 
strengthen and support me^ and make my 
repentance hearty and prevailing: Loaded 
as I am with sin, and foul with blood, I dare 
scarcely to pray for mercy. But thou art- 
love, call me. Lord, to* repentance. Let' 
mine offences bfe cleansed by thy blood ; and^ 
thougjh I hav^ no whole place in my body,, 
by reason of my sin, let niy.soul be acceptif- 
uWe in thy sight. 
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Enable me X^ be prepared for de|^tb.-r-* 
O l^mb of God, that takest afvay tjbe^ »qs 
ojT %\ie world, hear my prityer> »ve me from 
everlasting condemnatipn, and thyr will bcf' 
dene. All these, and all other necessaries, 
O Lord, which for my unwortbiness I dare 
not, and, for my blindness, I cannot ask, do 
thou, in this dreadful hour of anguish^ voucb^ 
safe to bestow upon me. O God, have 
mercy upon me, for tbySOn Jesus Ghrist'i* 
sake. 4men. 

At the hour of death and day of judg*^ 
ment, good Lord deliver me. Lord^ have 
m^rcy upon me. Frona my spiritual ene* 
mies, good Lord deliver me. According tOr 
thine accustomed goodness^ preserve jtbou< 
those that are appointed \» die. Father, nptj 
a& I will, but as- thou. wUt^ be k unto me*. 
Amen. 

OuH Father, which art in Heaven; Hal- 
towed- be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in Heaven> 
Give us this day our. daily bread. And 
forgive, us our trespasses^, as we forgive 
them that trespass aga^ii^^V w^* Ks^ \^^ 
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us not into temptation ; But deliver- us 
from evil: For thine is the Kingdort, and^ 
the Pqwer, and the Glory, for ever and*, 
ever. Am^n. 



At the Time q^' Elvecutiqn. 

Almighty God and righteous Judge, 
to thee belongeth vengeance ; — To nie, to- 
suffer what I have deserved. 

O. blessed Jesus. Lamb of God, thou that^ 
takest away the siny of the world, have 
mercy upon me. 

Thour that takest away the sitis of the* 
world, receive my pi'ayer.- * 

Graciously accept my repentance, par- 
don my former sins, and especially the sm- 
for whiciif I am «ow to die ; turn away thy^- 
wrath from mcj and make this bitter hour of- 
death the gate to everlasting life, through thy 
mercy,, iny God and Saviour. 

Lord, bless me aiid keep me ; Lord make 

thy face to shine upon me, and be gracidus^ 

unto me.— ^I^rd, lift lip thy countenance 

upon me, and give me peace, both nmv and 

^r evermore. Amm% 



\., 
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("ather^ iatb thy bands I •commend say 
spirit. 

Thoughts and pMyer^ suiied ta those who 
are not condemned to dk^ or are reprieved 
from Death. 

The judgment is past, my God and my 
country liave declared me guilty. The mercy 
[of the law *, of the King *j hath spared 
my life, and granted me longer time foip re^ 
pentance, and afforded me a season to bring 
forth fruits of righteousness. O let me not 
lose the precious opportunity. Whethec t 
go among transported febns to banishment^ 
whether I remain here for a season, or whe<^ 
ther I return to society, I will bless the God 
of my Fathers for all his goodness to me, 
and by my example and warnings prove the 
honesty of my own repentance; and, delight- 
ful thought! endeavour to be the means of 
converting others from the error of their ways. 
He that converteth a sinner from the error of 
his ways, shall save a soul from death, and 



« t 



* As the ^iMriORybQ^v 
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shall cover a multitude of sins. James 
V. 20. 

]^y own .carnal will and weakness have 
betrayed me, while I walked in the ways of 
my heart, and in the sight of mine eyes, to. 
those sins which have brought me into judg- 
ment I will take warning from what is past : 
forsake all evil for the time to come, that be- 
fore the dust shall return to the earth as it was, 
I may secjire a favourable sentence from my 
great Judge at the last day. O may I bi^ 
enabled to keep my resolution-— iny spirit is 
willing, but tny flesh is weak; no vainpre*^ 
sumption in my own strength shall lead me; 
I will humbly seek assistance in prayer, from 
Him who is able and willing to help in tiine. 
of need. 

PRAYER. 

O God, the strength of all them that put 
their trust in thee, without whom notliing is 
strong, nothing is holy, increase and multi* 
ply upon me thy mercy ; and because, thj:pu^ 
the weakness of my mortal nature, I can do 
no good thing without thee^ g^rant me the 



\ , 



help of thy grac^, that in keeping tby ooxtxy 
ipandraents^ I may please th<^e both in >viU 
and deed bere^ and be acceptable in thy 
sight ir> the world to come, through Jesus , 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

•■■■-■ • • 

Praise the Lord, O my soul, and all tbqSt 
is witbiq me praise his holy name. I cried 
unto the IrfOrd with my voice, yea, eyen untfl^ 
the Lord did I make my supplication ; I 
poured out my complaints before him^ and 
shewed hiiq of my trouble. The Lord hatl^ 
heard the vpice of my prayer. 

Blessed be tl^oq^, Q Lord^p for evqr and 
ever, thqij; the severity of the law hiath not 
been i^djudged i^ntp me. Thy justice and*' 
tlie justice of my couritry, have deservjedly 
brought me to this place : .mercy hath spared, 
my life. Teach my heart to bless thee, O 
Lord, that my sins have becQ thus checked, 
by thy good Providence. Let my body suf- 
fer in things of this worlds rather th^q n^y 
soul should lose the blessings pf the next» 
Cleanse me from all my secret faults, and - 
keep me, O ' Lord, for the time to corpe, - 
from all presumptuous sins, enable me to 
watch over, my ways, and ponder the. ^'^xJws.. 
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of my feeti that I may- walk oo longer in. tfae 
valley of the shadow of death. Teadi me 
so to exaniifie my6elf| that Imay be able to 
give a good account when called to judg- 
ment; and as in the midst of life we are in 
death, and- know tiot the time of thy visita- 
tion^ may I ^lever lose sight of thy mercy, 
And goodhessy through. Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Great are the blessings which thou, O 
Lord, hast bestowed upon thy creatures ip 
this world, where thy mercies are over alh 
thy works ; but greater than we can ask or 
thinly are the blessings provided in thy 
heavenly kingdom for them that love thee. 
O blessed Lord, teacli me so torjive, that 
I* may be of that blessed multitwde which 
no man can number, that shall hereafter be 
called to praise and magnify thy name in 
hearen,. where there shall be no more death 
nor sorrow-, for God shall wipe awayaUt 
tears. Amen. 



I 
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V , 

1 

' Our Father, which art in Heaven, Hal- 
lowed be tby Name*, Thy Kingdom come* 
Thy will be done it> Eartl)> as it i» in Hea- 
ven. Give lis this day 5ur daily bread- And. 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them 
that trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil* 
Amen. 

PSALM i. - 

, ■ 4 

Blessed is the mun that hath not \Valkeci 
in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stood in 
'the way of sinners : at>d hiath not sat iu the 
seat'of tbescornful.— 2. But his del^ht isin 
the law of the Lord; and in his law will he. 
* exercise liimself day and night*— ^8. Arid be 
isball be Irjcea tree planted by the water side; 
that, will bring forth hit» fruit in Hue seasbn< . 
—4. His leaf also shall not wither: .and 
whatsoever ;he doetb, it shall ^rospen-^5* . 
As for the ungodly, itis not so with them; , 
but they are like the chaiF, which the wind ;, 
scattereth away from the face of the earth* 
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6. Therefore the ungodly shall hot be able to 
stand in the judgment : neither the sinners 
in the congregation of the righteous. — 7. 
The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous : 
and the way of the ungodly shall perish. 



Short Exposition of the Sacrament of the 

Lor^s Supper. 

WHENEVfeB you are humbly and peni- 
tently disposed to receive this holy Sacra- 
ment, it willy undoubtedly, be yoiir duty to 
communicate your wish to the worthy Chap* 
lain, and request from hi(n such assistance 
for that holy purpose as he will gladly give. 
Yet the following very shdrt explanation is 
here given, that you may meditate upon it 
before hand, and, possibly, be induced to 
apply to him for instruction^ 

On the evening before he was betrayed, 
our Lord, according to the religion of his 
country, celebrated with his disciples the 
feast of the Passover, a^ it was called, whirfi 
was appointed to keep up the remembrancCi 
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that their forefathers, had been delivered fr^ro 
slavery hi Egypt. Exod. xii. 

The Lamb slain for that purpose wds in- 
tended to be a type^, an emblein,, a figurative 
representation of the Saviour of the world : 
of him who is declared to be the Lamb with- 
out blemish and without spot, slain fronl* 
the foundation of the world: the Lamb of 
Goii who tsdceth away the sins of the world j. 
the Lamb, by whose precious blood-shedding 
all men were to be redeemed from the bond^, 
age of sin and the wrath of God.-^This was 
a sacrifice and blessing muoh ^ea(er, and[|. 
therefore, far more, worthy to be remembered, 
than the deliverance of the Israelites from : 
the slavery of Egypt. 

After the feast of the Passover was finished, 
our blessed Lord, took bread, and wlien bei; 
h^d given thanks^ he brake -it, and said,'n 
.takcj eat^ this ts my body which is broken 
for you.. This do in remembrance of me. — ^ 
After the same manner he took the cup, say-' 
ing,. this cup is the New Testament in my 
blood, this do as oft as ye drint it- in rer 
membranee of me. — A^nd the Apostle addsi 
as often as ve eat this bread and drink tb^vs. 
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€up; ye do shew the Lord's death till be 
come. 

.These words contahi not only the iivhole 
of the imtitution, but likewise the reason 
why it was 'first instituted. And it has been 
dbsefved by all good Christians ever since 
that time, to keep op more impressively the 
memory of our Lord's crucifixion. — And he 
must be unworthy of the name of ChristiaQ, 
who refuses this pnark of his obedience iaiid 
regard to the commands of his dying Re-' 
deemer. He shews, by his neglect, that he 
has ho love for the grteat Benefactor who so 
loved him, that he laid down his life for his 
sake, nor thankful for the blessings conferred 
by the death of Christ. 

In remembering Jhe death of Christ in 
this holy rite, you should bring to yoiir me* 
moty all the things that relate to i^ 

1st, That you are a sad unworthy sinner, 
unworthy of the mercies bestowed upon you. 
That you were a child of wrath, but through 
this precious blood-shedding, your Redeemer 
hath conferred upon you the privilege to be 
called a child of God, and joint heir with 
Christ* 
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' 2dly. Oif your Saviour femettaW, that he 
left the glory »which he had in heaven tvith ' 
the Father, before the worM was, that he 
condescended to take updn him the form of 
a servant, and was mad^ mat). Remember 
what a pattern of beautiful excellence and 
l6vely goodness he displayed, in his whole 
life, and that you are callediipon to learri^of 
him and follow his steps. Remember what 
great things, he hath done for ^/.mii bow mucti 
he suffered for your sake: that he had not 
even where to lay his head ; that foi* ffou he 
wa3 ^ buffeted, scourged, spit^ updn, a«d 
crowned with thorns ; ^ that his body was 
broken and blood shed for you in the dread- 
ful punishment of the cross ;' and that by his 
sacrifice alone you can be healed. Remem- 
ber greater love hath no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life far his' friend. These 
things, therefore, must be upperniost in your 
mind, they musty they w)i// {Promote in your 
heart a thankful remembrance df his de'afli, 
and love for your Redeemer, thus dymg for 
you. . The love of Jesus Christ must excite 
a love of every thing that is good and virtu- 

E 
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Odd ; and the love of what is good and vir- 
tuous, willy through Chrlsti make you ac- 
ceptable with God. 

3dly. Remember that Christ died for all 
.mankind, as well aJs for you, to give thein 
' peace, ai^d put them into a condition to work 
out their salvation. That in r every sense 
they are your .brethren, all alike, without 
respect of persons, members of Christ's body, 
all born in sin, all children of wrath, all un- 
worthy of such great blessing, yet now all 
joint heirs of the kingdom of heatven. When 
all these things are remembered, they aflford 
the most strong reason why you should love 
one another as Christ hath loved you, and 
be in charity with all men. 

But as sinners who remain in their sins, 
and do not repent of what they have done, 
can have no benefit from the death of Christ, 
Dor expect to be admitted to heaven, they 
are not worthy to partake of the Lord's Sup- 
per. Therefore, 

. That you jnay be worthy .of all these bite- 
sings, examine yourself, whether in deed 
and in truth you are sorry fpr all you Jtiave 

9 ^ 
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done aniissi in thought^ word, and deed^ 
If you are, cease to do evil ; learn to do 
well; resolve to forsake your sins, and live 
better for the time to come, have a firm and ' 
£iithful trust in the mercies oi God, through 
Jesu« Christ ; be thankful for His deatb, 
through whose precious blood-shedding, peace 
was made upon the cross ; and.be in charity 
with all metii 

To these things add earnest prayer to God, 
for pardon and assistance, and ipay He have 
mercy upon your soul. 

Blessed are the po6r in spirit : for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they 
shall be comforted. ' 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall in- 
herit the earth. 

Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst' 
after righteousness : for they shall be Ailed. 

Blessed are the merciful : for they shall 
obtain mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart for they 
shall see God. 
Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, 
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and persecute you^ and shall say all manner 
of evil against you falsely for my sake, 
'^ Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great 
is your reward in heaven." — Matthew v. 

' ^ To him that kno weth to do good, and 
doeth it not, to him it b 'sin;"-t-/a772e^ iv. 17» ' 



THE END. 
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